THORNABY TOWN COUNCIL
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING/ FULL COUNCIL MINUTES
MONDAY 21ST MAY 2018 @ 6.30PM IN THE TOWN HALL

Present: Clir Steve Walmsley (Chair)
Clir Sylvia Walmsley
Clir Pat Large
Clir Tina Large
Clir Ray Godwin
Clir Mick Moore
Clir lan Dalgarno
Jen Elstob, Town Clerk — Minute Taker

AM-18-1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF THORNABY TOWN COUNCIL FOR
THE COUNCIL YEAR 2018-19
The Chairman, Councillor Steve Walmsley invited nominations for the position of
Chairman/Mayor of Thornaby Town Council for the Council year 2018/19. Councillor Steve
Walmsley was the only Councillor proposed for the position of Chairman/Mayor.
Councillor Steve Walmsley was elected as Chairman/Town Mayor for the Council
Year 2018/19

AM-18-2  CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THE DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Councillor Steve Walmsley signed the Declaration of Office for the Council Year 2018/19

AM-18-3 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN OF THORNABY TOWN COUNCIL FOR
THE COUNCIL YEAR 2018-19
The Chairman, Councillor Steve Walmsley invited nominations for the position of Vice
Chairman/Mayor of Thornaby Town Council for the Council year 2018/19. Nominations
were received for ClIr lan Dalgarno and Clir Tina Large.
Councillor Tina Large was elected as Vice Chairman/Town Mayor for the Council Year
2018/19

AM-18-4  VICE-CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THE DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Councillor Tina Large signed the Declaration of Office for the Council Year 2018/19

AM-18-5 CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2017-18
At Thornaby Town Council's AGM held on 21st May 2018, Councillor Steve Walmsley was
once again elected Mayor and Chairman of the Council. This will be the third year that he
has been elected to carry out the dual role. Councillor Tina Large was the elected to
continue as Vice Chair and Deputy Mayor. Councillor Walmsley thanked members for their
continued confidence and praised those attending for their support in making Thornaby
Town Council (TTC) a cost effective and highly efficient body consistently delivering for
residents of Thornaby on Tees.

He pointed out that where other councils spend up to 80% of their precepts on
administration and paltry amounts on the communities they are elected to serve, TTC has
reversed that trend so that just over 20% is spent on office costs with the remainder spent
on worthwhile causes and improvements throughout the town. Councillor Walmsley
continued by reminding like-minded colleagues just how far TTC has matured since the
adoption of a unique 'people first' approach to transform a Council that was previously
unimaginative, wasteful and virtually dysfunctional.
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Councillor Walmsley continued by thanking Mayoress, Sylvia Walmsley, for going beyond
the call of duty by bravely representing TTC whilst still undergoing priceless NHS treatment
for breast cancer and also Deputy Mayor, Councillor Tina Large, for her unwavering service
to town and community. And last, and by no means least, the Mayor spoke of TTC's
immense gratitude to Town Clerk, Jen Elstob, for her remarkable achievement in reducing
cost and waste to make TTC a shining example to similar bodies. He congratulated the
Clerk for her superb organisational work and in negotiating endless red tape and binding
security measures to make Thornaby Show, Remembrance Day, Battle of Britain service,
and all manner of functions continue to run smoothly and prove to be highly successful. The
mayor concluded by pointing out that public appreciation of all that we do for our town is at
an all-time high, but stressed that TTC must remain focused to maintain impetus and live up
to a hard earned, restored reputation of 'Always Advancing'.

The Mayor then presented his end of year report.

The report began: Work on Thornaby Town Hall is progressing painstakingly slowly, but that
is expected. The building is Grade 2 listed and was basically left to rot by previous
custodians who failed to carry out a statutory duty of care and maintenance. Consequently,
damage was extensive with some still being identified. Specialists are in the process of
restoring the iconic structure to the original design which must be approved by a Historic
Buildings Officer which, though necessary, can be frustrating. However, TTC is determined
to see this project through and return the building to its rightful owners, the residents of
Thornaby on Tees.

In respect of the existence and proud Yorkshire identity of Thornaby on Tees, London
based film maker and publisher, Derek Smith, is now progressing a book on Thornaby's
long and varied history. Fittingly, there will be a section specifically dedicated to the May
1975 Dibble's Bridge disaster and the victims of that terrible tragedy. Derek has researched
the whole event which ultimately claimed 33 lives and has tracked down and interviewed
Lincoln Seligman, who was first at the scene, and three men from Hull (young boys who
were camping nearby at the time) who witnessed the accident and helped in alerting
emergency services. The interviews are extremely moving.

Derek is also currently putting together a proposal on behalf of TTC for planning consent
from North Yorkshire Council for a memorial to be sited at Dibble's Bridge. TTC believe it is
long overdue. Itis also TTC's intention to erect something of significance to stand at
Thornaby Town Hall as a tribute to all those who died and to fully reflect the enormity of the
disaster. The Mayor contended that had this tragedy happened elsewhere and caused
similar community heartache, there is no doubt that a fitting memorial would have been
raised. The fact that there is no memorial at the bridge or very little on full public display in
Thornaby speaks volumes.

As a result of Derek's splendid work, Dibble's Bridge is once again making headlines in both
newspapers and on TV. And whilst it will inevitably bring back sad memories, itis TTC's
contention that we are at last providing dignity and recognition for the tragic victims that has
not previously been afforded. The Yorkshire Post has featured the latest story and TTTV
also did a touching piece outside of Thornaby Town Hall. Derek has also been in talks with
an accomplished artist/sculptor and spoke to quarry owners near to Dibble's Bridge with a
view to acquiring local stone for memorials. In the next few weeks, the Chair and Vice Chair
of TTC's Environment Committee will be making a visit to the scene with Derek to hopefully
advance the scheme.

Of course another major part of Thornaby's history is that played by the RAF. So it was
fitting and an honour that the Mayor of Thornaby was asked to participate in tree planting
ceremony at the Airman Statue on Thornaby Road to commemorate the centenary of the
RAF - formed on April 1st 1918 with the amalgamation of the Royal Flying Corps and Royal
Naval Air Service. It was both a poignant and inspiring occasion. Closely related to this
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story, a message was recently received from Paul Johnson, a councillor at North Hykeham,
a small town in Lincolnshire, asking for assistance in trying to trace relatives of Sgt James
Frederick Jackson, a Thornaby airman who lost his life shortly before the end of the war
when his Lancaster bomber flying from nearby RAF Elsham was brought down by night
fighters on the very last raid of the war on Nuremburg.

At the time of Sgt Jackson's death, his family lived in Northumberland Road from where his
mother, Ethel Grace Jackson, wrote a letter to Paul's grandmother thanking her and for the
'open door' hospitality and kindness shown to James and other young airmen who were
away from home. Paul has lately discovered the handwritten letter amongst his late
grandmother's belongings. And so researchers are now in the process of putting the whole
story together. If living relatives of Sgt Jackson can be traced, it is Paul's intention to present
them with the original letter.

The Mayor continued by then praising Thornaby Pride; Thornaby's very own magazine
which goes from strength to strength and is the envy of our near neighbours. Began as a
limited report on TTC business, contacts and events taking place in the town, it has now
blossomed into a widely acclaimed 48 page publication largely written by schools and the
community and paid for in part through advertising. Once read, the magazine is often
passed on to friends and family living abroad so that they can keep abreast of what is
happening in their former home town. The Mayor pointed out that none of this would be
possible if it was not for the hard work and commitment to quality of Lesley Palmer - ably
assisted by Marianne Robson and Alison Poole who continue to make Thornaby Pride such
a resounding success.

Councillor Walmsley then made reference to TTC's approach to working for Thornaby
residents. He spoke about TTC's intervention in putting on a Community Bus paid for by the
Council to help transport deprived elderly residents which other towns and communities are
now using as a model. He spoke of defibrillators being provided by TTC to all schools and
children's centres and of all the grants and community chest donations - too many to
mention - handed out to sporting bodies to keep young people fit and occupied and people
of all ages healthy.

He reminded members of gateways into the town that TTC influenced and financed in the
shape of the Spitfire, Five Lamps and refurbished Always Advancing sculpture - now agreed
by Council to being decked with enhanced lighting year on year. The Town Centre, he
stated, was continuing to buck the disappointing downward trend experienced by other
centres and signs are positive that Thornaby's emergence from the doldrums of 15 or so
years ago is still ongoing. The Mayor voiced some concern over Teesdale which has been
highlighted in previous issues of Thornaby Pride, but noted that elsewhere in Mandale and
Victoria Ward the Retail Park is thriving whilst the expansion of Teesside Industrial Estate in
Stainsby is generating investment and employment to our town.

In respect of protecting and preserving Thornaby's built and natural environment, the Mayor
stressed that TTC would remain consistent on that score. He did though highlight some
disappointments that were out of TTC control in the form of housing approved on appeal
adjacent to Liverton Crescent - many times rejected because of green wedge status, but at
appeal was inexplicably not defended on this basis by the local planning authority. He also
spoke of deep unease over land laid out explicitly for recreation near to the Barrage in
Thornaby unexpectedly being given planning approval for the Homes and Communities
Agency to build houses. One piece of good news however that was particularly satisfying
was yet another application to build on Teesdale Park was rejected both at committee and
on appeal - largely thanks to TTC which the Mayor was delighted to attend on behalf of and
represent so forthrightly.

The Mayor then continued his report by referring to national issues that will affect Thornaby
residents and the confusion and political disarray caused by the Brexit vote. The Mayor told
members that he was not surprised at how referenda and consultation often ran into trouble
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when results were contrary to expectation. He contended that regardless of how people
vote, the outcome must be respected if democracy is to be served. Even locally, he pointed
out, that Thornaby and Yarm referendums for separation from Stockton which showed
overwhelming support were routinely dismissed by those in power simply because the
results showed a desire to overturn a local government fix that neither town favoured.

Councillor Walmsley then concluded by once again thanking colleagues for attending and
commended them for their selfless commitment to their home town where they freely
dedicate so much time and energy simply because of deep affection for Thornaby on Tees,
the town's unique Royal Charter identity, and proud Yorkshire heritage that we have
collectively sworn to continue to fight for.

AM-18-6  NOTICE OF MEETING:
Notice convening the meeting was taken as read

AM-18-7  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
CliIr Derrick Brown
ClIr Glenn Eastick
Clir Tracey Stott
CliIr Mick Hills
Clir lan Bailey
Clir Sonia Bailey

AM-18-8 CODE OF CONDUCT:
a) to receive any declarations of interest
There were no declarations of interest received
b) to consider any requests for dispensation
There were no requests for dispensation
c) Register of Interests — reminder for Councillors to update their forms as and when
required.
Councillors were reminded of the importance to update their forms as and when
required

AM-18-9 TO SET MEETING DATES FOR 2019: for approval
It was resolved and agreed that the proposed meeting dates for 2019 were to be put in
place subject to Purdah in the 2019 elections.

AM-18-10 REVIEW OF EXISTING COMMITTEES/PANELS STRUCTURE AND APPOINTMENT OF

NEW COMMITTEE/PANELS:

a. Environment Committee — 6 members

b. Staffing Committee — 3 members

c. Special Projects Panel — 3 members

d. First World. War panel — 3 members
It was resolved that members were in agreement that the existing remain the same for
2018/19

AM-18-11 APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO EXISTING COMMITTEES/PANELS AND NEW
COMMITTEE/PANELS: (if applicable)
a. Environment Committee — 6 members
It was resolved that members were in agreement that the existing committee members
be reappointed for 2018/19. These are:
e Clir Mick Moore (Chair)
Clir Ray Godwin (Vice-Chair)
Clir Steve Walmsley
Clir Tina large
Clir Pat Large
Clir Mick Hills
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AM-18-12

AM-18-13

AM-18-14

AM-18-15

AM-18-16

AM-18-17

AM-18-18

SIGNED:

b. Staffing Committee — 3 members
It was resolved that members were in agreement that the existing committee members
be reappointed for 2018/19. These are:

e ClIr Steve Walmsley

e CliIr Tina large

e CliIr lan Dalgarno

c. Special projects panel (this was incorporated into Environment in 2016/17)

d. First World War panel — 3 members
It was resolved that members were in agreement that the existing committee members
be reappointed for 2018/19. These are:

e ClIr Steve Walmsley

e CliIr Tina large

e CliIr Tracey Stott

APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES:

a. Eastern Locality Forum — 1 member
It was resolved that Clir Pat Large be reappointed to represent the Council on the Eastern
Locality Forum for 2018/19

b. Eastern Locality Transport Strategy — 1 member
It was resolved that Clir Steve Walmsley be reappointed to represent the Council on the
Eastern Locality Transport Strategy for 2018/19

c. River User Group — 1 member
It was resolved that Clir Sylvia Walmsley be reappointed to represent the Council on the
River Users Group for 2018/19

d. Thornaby FC Committee — 1 member
It was resolved that Clir Glenn Eastick be reappointed to represent the Council on the
Thornaby Football Club Committee for 2018/19

ANNUAL UPDATE REPORT FROM COMMITTEES FOR 2017/18 & PROJECTS UPDATE
Covered in the Annual Report (see minute reference AM-18-5)

TO CONSIDER SUBSCRIPTIONS/RENEWALS TO BE PAID ANNUALLY TO:
a) NALC
b) CLCA
c) Zurich Insurance
d) SLCC
It was resolved and agreed that the above to be paid when due for renewal.

REVIEW OF THE COMMITTEES TERMS OF REFERENCE:
It was agreed to approve the Terms of Reference

REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS:
It was agreed to approve the Standing Orders

REVIEW OF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS:
It was agreed to approve the Financial Regulations

TO CONFIRM/APPOINT CHEQUE SIGNATORIES:

It was resolved that the following Councillors be reappointed to as cheque signatories for
the year 2018/1
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e ClIr Steve Walmsley
e CliIr Glenn Eastick
e Clir lan Dalgarno
e ClIr Pat Large
AM-18-19 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
There were no members of the public present.

The Annual meeting closed.
Clir Mick Hills arrived at the meeting at 19.15 and tendered his apologies.

AM-18-20 MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL HELD ON 30™ APRIL 2018.
It was resolved and agreed that the minutes of the Full Council held on 30" April 2018
were a true and accurate record.

AM-18-21 MATTERS ARISING FROM FULL COUNCIL HELD ON 30™ APRIL 2018:
There were no matters arising from the Full Council meeting held on 30™ April 2018.

AM-18-22 FINANCE: for approval
a. Financial report for March/April 2018
It was resolved that members were in agreement that the March/April report from Baldwin’s
be accepted.
b. Income & Expenditure since the last meeting
It was resolved that members were in agreement that the Income & Expenditure since the
last meeting be accepted.
c. Community Chest — Christ the King
It was resolved and agreed that a £150 Community Chest payment be awarded
d. Community Chest — St Peters Church
It was resolved and agreed that a £150 Community Chest payment be awarded
e. Thornaby Juniors pitch Fees
The Community Chest application for the Thornaby Juniors Pitch fee was deferred to
the next meeting. Clir GE to provide a report.

AM-18-23 TOWN HALL:
~a) Brief update from the Chair to be presented at the meeting.
Money is due from the Heritage Lottery Fund to further progress the work on the Town Hall.
Plastering is continuing in the Civic Suite. Restoration of the windows is almost complete.

AM-18-24 THORNABY TOWN COUNCILLORS PROTOCOL:
This item was deferred until a later meeting.

AM-18-25 WW1:
Arrangements continue for the WW1 centenary on 11" November.

e Poppies continue to be knitted by volunteers in the community. The Council
expresses their thanks to everyone and especially to Clir Pat Large for all her effort
in continuing to knit numerous amounts of poppies for the Cenotaph.

e Silent soldier silhouettes have been ordered for the railings near the Cenotaph

e The Cenotaph names will also be repainted

AM-18-26 DOG BINS:
It was resolved that Thornaby Town Council will pay for two new dog bins. One in Allison
Trainer Park. The cost to do this would be £655.24 (incl. VAT)
The second is at Baysdale Road - an old dog bin. The cost to do this would be £1,027.25
(incl. VAT)
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AM-18-27 MITCHELL AVENUE CROSSING:
Thornaby Town Council have concerns about the safety of pedestrians crossing on Mitchell
Avenue. Je to write to NS to request a crossing to be installed on Mitchell Avenue.

AM-18-28 CORRESPONDENCE:
No correspondence was received

AM-18-29 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
There were no members of the public present.

AM-18-30 TO RECEIVE MATTERS FOR INFORMATION ONLY:
The road system in Ingleby Barwick

AM-18-31 CONSIDERATION OF ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA:
Dibble’s Bridge
WWi1

DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING:
Monday 25" June 2018 @ 6.30pm
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