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Covid19 Complacency 

The evenings of mul tudes standing on 
doorsteps and applauding or ra ling pans 
in apprecia on for our wonderful NHS 
sta , carers and essen al workers who 
worked relessly on the frontline at the 
height of the deadly Covid19 pandemic 
now seems a distant memory. As life 
throughout the Summer saw a return to 
what is o en erroneously referred to as 
normality, many discarded masks, crowds 
were allowed back to major events, and 
preventa ve measures against the killer 
disease were largely ignored. And that 
was OK for a while as people emerged 
from what seemed like cap vity to enjoy 
pleasures once taken for granted. But 
now alarm bells are beginning to ring 
once more. 

As Summer turns to Autumn, hospital 
admissions and deaths linked to Covid19 
are rising alarmingly and there is now a 
growing fear that another lockdown is 
inevitable. Government is  rolling out 
immunisa on for children of a certain age 
(some would say belatedly) and booster 
jabs for the elderly have been approved. 

All of which indicates that we are some 
way from defea ng the disease. So best 
not be complacent. Common sense 
dictates that we must be on guard. Accept 
the science and dismiss all of the 
ridiculous theories that abound about a 
global conspiracy and only then, perhaps, 
we may nally see an end to all of the 
pain and heartbreak in icted by a disease 
allowed to mutate through incompetent 
failure to act in a mely manner. 

Of course there are some who have 
suspicions about vaccina on or others 
who are simply too afraid to be jabbed. 
That’s understandable – especially fear 
amongst caring parents worried about 
side e ects that may have an adverse 
impact on their children’s health. There is 
no shame in being worried and those with 
genuine concerns should not be 
s gma sed or condemned for what they 
truly believe. 

However, science has proved that the 
bene ts of vaccines far outweighs the 
downside. Diseases eradicated or 
decimated by science include: Chicken 
Pox, Diptheria, Measles, Pertussis, 

Pneumococcal Disease, Polio, Tetanus, 
Typhoid Fever, Yellow Fever, Smallpox and 
so many others. Those are facts. But, at 
the end of the day, it’s all about reasoned 
choice and considera on of the 
sensi vi es of those you may not 
necessarily agree with. Unfortunately, it’s 
also about trying to educate a signi cant 
number who appear oblivious to the 
pandemic or simply don’t care. Sadly, 
there’s no cure for that. 

Thornaby Pride 

A Thornaby resident recently conducted a 
survey about the de ni on ‘Thornabian’ 
and what makes a person a true 
Thornabian. The feedback was 
astonishing and came in from far and 
wide. The concensus was that once a 
Thornabian always a Thornabian 
regardless of whether a person was born 
and bred in the town. The conclusion was 
abiding a ec on and love for the town 
and community of Thornaby on Tees and 
respect for everything that makes this 
special place so wonderfully unique. 
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As lockdown relaxed, Thornaby 
community spirit that was evident 
throughout the early stages of the 
pandemic came to the fore as thousands 
came together at events like Thornafest 
and Thornaby Show. People greeted each 
other in unashamed delight and the 
atmosphere of friendship and some sense 
of relief was tangible. And that’s what 
makes Thornaby on Tees such a great 
place to live, work and bring up children. 
It is not about the all too o en 
exaggerated horror stories posted on 
social media by fools with nothing be er 
to do. 

Progress 

Thornaby Town Deal is moving forward 
posi vely and members of the Town Deal 
Panel are exploring where best to use the 
£23.9m that has been allocated. More 
news on that in the near future with 
progress on the demoli on of ats 
(October) and plans to revitalise the Town 
Centre and parts of North Thornaby. 
Thornaby Town Hall restora on is nearing 
comple on and hopefully there will be 

some movement on the long awaited 
Dibble’s Bridge memorial in the coming 
weeks. Both have been really slow to 
bring to frui on – not helped by the Covid 
19 pandemic, contractor absences and 
rising material costs. But we will get 
there. 

Global Peril 
It’s been reported that since 1970, there 
has been a decline of 58% in wildlife 
species. There is also undisputed 
evidence of catastrophic global warming 
with disaster a er disaster and 
temperatures hi ng record heights in so 
many parts of the world. And the blame 
lies en rely with one species. Yes, human 
folly and a greed obsessed dog eat dog 
culture is killing the planet and all that we 
hear from those in posi ons of power is 
meaningless pla tudes as so called 
leaders cave in to mul  na onal 
corpora ve paymasters and the super rich 
who control most of the worlds wealth 
and natural resources. These people can 
see no further than tomorrow. It’s not 
that they don’t get it. The simple truth is 

that they won’t accept conclusive 
scien c proof or anything else that 
interferes with amassing obscene wealth. 
And so the planet con nues to die. 
Perhaps the following poem by 10 year 
old Coline Yorke says it all. Out of the 
mouths of babes, eh? 

Rainforests are Vanishing 
Rainforsts are vanishing all because of us 

Act now! Act now! Yes we must 
We are chopping down trees up to our 

knees 
We are digging up waterfalls 

We must save them all 
We are destroying plants 

Destroying plants they have no chance 
The animals are dying 

I wouldn’t be surprised if they are crying 
Rainforests are vanishing all because of us 

Act now! Act now! Yes, we must. 
Coline Yorke aged 10
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Thornaby Football Club have named 
their new lounge the “Eric Powell 

MBE Lounge” in recogni on of Eric 
Powell MBE’s service to football for over 
50 years. 

Eric, originally from Thornaby and now 
living in Yarm, spent over 50 years as a 
professional talent scout working for 
Middlesbrough, Newcastle United, 
Everton and Manchester United to name 
a few. Having been presented with a 50 
year service award from the FA and 
recently receiving the MBE from Prince 
Charles, Eric has dedicated his life to 
football. 

Chief Execu ve of Thornaby FC Trevor 
Wing said: “Eric was born and bred in 
Thornaby and has never forgot his roots. 
As Eric’s hometown club we wanted to 
honour his achievements in some way so 
the commi ee decided to make him a Life 
President.” He con nued “At the same 
mee ng we thought it would be a ng 
tribute to name the new lounge a er Eric 
allowing him to display his many pictures 
and accolades from across the 50 years.” 

Eric a ended an o cial opening 
ceremony recently and was joined by 
Mayor of Thornaby – Councillor Steve 
Walmsley. Councillor Walmsley said: “I’ve 
known Eric personally for many years and 
his unsel sh a tude towards football at 
all levels never ceases to amaze me. He 

con nued “I can’t think of a be er way to 
honour a man who has dedicated his life 
to football at both grassroots and the 
highest levels of the game. 

Eric Powell MBE said: “I was asked to 
a end Thornaby FC for what I thought 
was a presenta on evening and was 
surprised and shocked when I arrived to 
see family and friends in the clubhouse.” 
He con nued “I was aware that the club 

had made me a Life President but didn’t 
know about the naming of the lounge. 
Being born and bred in Thornaby, this was 
a truly humbling experience and was 
made even be er by my family and 
friends being able to share such a 
fantas c occasion with me.” 
Photos courtesy of Don’t Blink Photography 
h ps://dont blinkphotography.co.uk/

Thornaby FC pay tribute to local MBE  
with naming of new lounge

Eric Powell MBE and Mayor of Thornaby – 
Councillor Steve Walmsley  

with the Eric Powell MBE Charity Cup 

Picture a ached shows from le  to right: 
Mayor of Thornaby – Councillor Steve Walmsley  

and Eric Powell MBE 
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Esther Robinson age 88, Susan Wanless 58, 
Vanessa Nunn 40, Courtney Smith 26 and baby Albie

makes ve genera ons in one family of Thornaby.

Five Genera ons

Allison Trainer Memorial
Trophy annual bowls match

postponed

Allison Trainer Memorial Trophy annual bowls match has
been postponed because of health issues. Consequently the

money Ann Thompson normally uses to provide for a bu et
following the event has been donated to Cancer Research.
Thank you, Ann Thompson
Thank you for making a dona on in memory of Allison Trainer.
Your dona on of £120.00 will bring us one step closer to
bea ng cancer.
With the help of dona ons like yours, cancer survival is
improving and has doubled in the last 40 years in the UK. Right
now, 2 in 4 people will survive their cancer for 10 years or more.
But we won’t stop there. 
Our ambi on is to accelerate progress so that by 2034, 3 in 4
people will survive their cancer for 10 years or more. You’re
part of a movement of people who are bringing forward the day
when all cancers are cured. Together, we will beat cancer.
You can nd all the details of your dona on below. If you have any
problems or ques ons, we are here to help. You can email us at
supporter.services@cancer.org.uk or call us on 0300 123 1022.
Thank you for your support.
The Cancer Research UK Team

Double Glazing Specialists
FREE ESTIMATES & FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Contact Mick on: 
t: 01642 601706  m: 07813 205910 
or email: waineandsons@hotmail.com

www.waineandsons.co.uk

C. WAINE AND SONS
Glazing Services EST. 1982

A selection of our most popular products

OPEN MON-FRI 8am till 12 noon
then 1pm till 4.30pm

Unit 10 Glasgow Street, Gladstone Industrial Estate, 
Thornaby on Tees TS17 7AH

WE HAVE
MOVED!

• Same day glass replacement service • UPVC window & door replacements 
• Locks, handles and hinges replaced to UPVC windows and doors 

• Conservatories • Sealed double glazed unit replacements 
• Safety glass (toughened or laminated) • Mirrors • Edge polishing

• Holes drilled • Leaded glass (old & new) • Horticultural glass 
• All types of glass cut, supplied & delivered 

Wheelchair
accessible &

standard
caravans for

hire at
Flamingo Land.

Pa ents eligible for vaccina on:
• Those aged 6 months to under 50 years in clinical risk groups
• Pregnant women
• Those aged 50 years and over
• Carers

Nasal sprays are available to children aged two and three
(but not aged less than two or aged four or over on 31

August 2021) (i.e. born on or a er 1 September 2017 and
on or before 31 August 2019)

Woodbridge Prac ce Pa ents

Book your nasal or u
vaccina on now!

Call today!
Thornaby: 01642 762636   

Ingleby Barwick: 01642 765789
Bookings by appointment, now available on a

Saturday 9:00am  5:30pm:
Ingleby Sat. 18th September

Thornaby Sat. 25th September
Ingleby Sat. 2nd October

Thornaby Sat. 9th October
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Crea ve Glass are expanding a er moving back to Thornaby
close to where they started nearly 30 years ago, designing,

and producing unique glass features for the home, commercial
o ces, restora on & art projects.

The original small factory was on Mandale Road, the new factory
& showroom is now around the corner in Thornaby Place, next
to the Victoria Bridge.

Homeowners are seriously looking to improve their homes, this
is evident in the increased sense of adventure and demand for
Glass Balconies & Staircase Balustrades, kitchen splashbacks,
wet rooms and latest trends such as An que “Distressed”
mirrors for bathrooms, kitchens and walls, the company have
featured in several of the Designer TV programs.

Crea ve Glass are very proud to have worked on 2 major
recently completed heritage restora on projects in Teesside, The
Globe Theatre, and Thornaby Town Hall.

The Globe has just re opened a er a massive restora on,
Crea ve Glass have been heavily involved for over 3 years
contribu ng feature mirrors based on sketches from the original
1935 opening programme, one of them conceals an amazing
secret, you will need to visit to discover what it is!!

Also provided special an que “Arsenic green” glass, and various
other features of this stunning building.

The other
major
restora on
project is
Thornaby
Town Hall, a
project that
involved 3
years
intermi ent
work
repairing
stained
glass and
producing
etched glass
to mirror
the original
features as
built in
1899 1902.

A new feature was a stunning photographic feature on the main
staircase based on an old sepia postcard from 1903.

MD Tony Campbell said, “we are so proud to have contributed to
these two major heritage projects on Teesside which give bright
new opportuni es for the community to enjoy these stunningly
restored buildings, for future genera ons”.

For further informa on contact Tony Campbell on 
07885 303159.

Blooming New Chapter for
Creative Glass in Thornaby



MFC NCS Community Project Gets Residents Singing
Despite torren al rain and that thing

called covid, the young people from
Middlesbrough FC Founda on paid a
welcome visit to Mandale House Care
Home to devote part of their community
project me to helping us beau fy our
gardens and decking at the home.
The young students from the Na onal
Ci zen Service impressed the residents
and sta  team with their dedica on.  The
teenagers revamped the garden furniture,
upcycled wooden pallets into ower pots,
planted veggie seedlings in our new
raised ower beds and, having discovered
the jet washer, took to de weeding the

car park too.  Resident Joan was so
delighted she came out onto the balcony
and serenaded the young people.
Needless to say they were all deeply
touched and everyone shared a smile
with the lovely lady.
Ac vi es coordinator Sarah said, “We
love working with Middlesbrough FC
Founda on and can’t thank the young
people and team leaders enough for all of
their hard work.  It’s been hard trying to
work around the pandemic, then the rain,
but they were all so friendly and good
natured and really wanted to help make a
di erence for our residents.” 

Needless to say Joan had the last word as
she sang a wonderful “Thank you very
much” for their kindness.
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Ac vi es coordinator Sarah Robinson
supervising the ‘Jet Washers’

NCS team that upcycled the pallets 
and bench

All the tomatoes and beans have been
planted by our NCS friends

Joan serenading the wonderful NCS students

Joan Cox with the team from MFC Founda on NCS
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Thornaby’s rst music fes val and family
day out took place on Saturday 14th

August and was hailed as a roaring success
by the a ending audience.

Since it’s incep on in 2018 by Thornaby
Town Councillor, Glenn Eas ck, the fes val

nally took place at Thornaby Cricket Club
and the 3000 a endees were treated to a
fantas c day of live music and beau ful
Thornaby weather.

The main stage saw eight superb
performances by acts including local
favourites the Beer Pigs and Manchester
Anthems, with the headline act  Liverpool’s
very own Paperback Writers nishing the
night o  in style. 

Complimen ng the whole event, audiences
throughout the day were superbly
entertained by twelve supremely talented
local performers in the Grantstock Acous c

Lounge. Grateful thanks to Ste Grant and
Jamie Harding for making it possible.
Glenn admi ed they did have some
challenges to overcome with the company
providing the outdoor bar, but expressed
immense gra tude to a mul tude of
volunteers  including his own wife, Tracey,
and sister, Joanne  who sel essly jumped
behind the bars to help Lisa and her sta
speed up the service to thirsty guests.
Glenn said that next year would be back
bigger and be er as the teething problems
and lessons learned from the inaugural
fes val would only help to improve future
events. “Overall, he added, this was our rst
event and the day as a whole was terri c.
Everyone I’ve spoken to has already asked
when will ckets be on sale for Thornafest
2022. Watch the Facebook page
Thornafest2022 for details as planning has
already begun.”

THORNAFEST 2021

Thanks to fellow organisers, Ste Grant,
Pete Livo, Luke Frost and Jamie Harding.
Also thanks to Thornaby Cricket Club for
the ideal venue and to Sue Moore and

other Facebook users for the 
fantas c photos. Last by no means least,
Grateful thanks to Carl Broughton who

steered us through Tra c Management,
Security and a mountain of legal and

health and safety issues.
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Ste Grant, AKA Granty Barber, was the
creator of Grantstock  an idea that

provided a pla orm for an abundance of
fabulous Thornaby on Tees talent to
perform. Grantstock's contribu on to
Thornafest was fantas c and Ste Grant's
(Granty's) input to the whole Thornafest
concept and launch was immense.
Granty wrote: "On behalf of Jamie Harding
and I, massive thanks to everyone who
performed in The Grantstock Acous c
Lounge at Thornafest. 
Super talented Joe Frater, Ma y Whitaker,
Mar n Quigley, Lindsey Porteous, Serenity
Sco , Jonny Godwin, Kimberley Heron,
Malcolm Sneddon, Paul Langley, Suranne
Je erson, Dan Ferg Ma hew, and Mar n
Cooper, you really were out of this world

and showed everyone what massive talent
we have coming from our area.
Only downside is I think Thornaby Cricket
Club is gonna need a new roof a er you all
blew that one clean o ."
Top performer, Joe Frater, added: "So this
weekend was a li le bit special. What an
absolute honour it was to open up the
Grantstock Acous c Lounge at Thornafest. 
Granty Barber, what you’ve done for the
local music scene is nothing short of
amazing. You’re a living legend mate.
I want to say a big thanks to my brother
Jamie Harding for working relessly
throughout the day to make it as good as it
could be. Also, massive props to Steve
Walmsley, Glenn Eas ck, Pete Livo, Stephen
Je erson, Luke John Frost and everyone

from Thornaby Town Council and the Boro
Walkers for organising such an amazing
event for the town.
Last but certainly not least, thank you to
every single one of the performers and
musicians who all absolutely knocked it out
the park and made it a day to remember.
There’s far too many to name individually,
but you all know who you are.
Thornaby is so much more than just a li le
town on the River Tees. It’s a community, a
spirit, a place brimming with great and
talented people that I’m immensely proud to
call home. A er the 18 months we’ve had, it
felt amazing to see the town come together
and enjoy themselves in such a way. 
An absolute belter of a day that will live long
in the memory. Now, onto the next one.
THORNAFEST 2022 

Grantstock - Accoustic lounge performers,

THORNAFEST
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Follow us on Twi er @thornabyvillage

Year 6 Leavers Treat
Due to the pandemic, this year’s Year 6 class have had a
very di erent nal year in primary school compared to

previous Year 6 classes.
We s ll wanted the class to experience a special day before

moving on.
Mr Davies arranged for a range of in atables on the school

eld and pizza from PJ’s for lunch.
The children had a fantas c me on the in atables. 

‘The atmosphere was brilliant’  Oliver
‘Pizza for dinner was a surprise’  Harry

‘This was the best day ever’  Maira

Year 1
In Year One, we have been inspired by the local ar st James

Brunt. Today we focussed on his work using concentric circles.
The children planned their work before they began. They thought

carefully about the materials they wanted to gather and how
they would be placed.

Meat Free Monday
Our Eco Team are always

looking for ways to achieve
our Global Goals. Their latest

ini a ve is to help save
water and combat climate
change. One of the ways

they would like to do this is
through meat free Monday.
On 28th June we will have
vegetable curry, cheese &
vegetable bakes, cheese &
onion roll or egg mayonnaise sandwich as dinner op ons.
Eco Team would also like to encourage packed lunches to

go meat free for this day too if you wish.

Nursery
What a few years we have had in Nursery, with lots of 

progress and memories made. Well done to all of the children who
are leaving Nursery to start their school journey in Recep on. 

We are so proud of you all!
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HOME FROM HOSPITAL
BUSIER THAN EVER!

The Home from Hospital team
have been working incredibly

hard throughout the whole
Coronavirus Pandemic, nothing
has seemed to phase them! 

Times have been extremely hard
over the past year and a half for
everyone, though keeping safe is
priority. Work in the service
became intense due to the rise in
support that was needed for the
elderly, such as a demand for
shopping assistance as they
couldn’t leave their homes,
collec ng prescrip ons and
overall, any support we could
o er to support them in their
recovery. It has always been a
delight working with every
individual in the suppor ng and
medical professions, having the
amazing working rela onships to
provide the best care and support
for all elderly referrals that came
our way! 

Sta  have had a mass increase in
referrals in the recovery from the
Coronavirus Pandemic, they have
been working above and beyond
and exceeding their monthly
targets. Although at mes it has
been tough, the team have always
given more than 100% to their
clients and referrers, to provide
the best care and support and will
con nue to do so for the rest of
the project.

However, it is also gra fying
seeing the journey our clients
have gone through, knowing we
have helped them through their
rehabilita on. Whether this has
been done by the Home from
Hospital team solely, or with the
help ofother organisa ons we
work alongside, such as NHS
professionals, befriending
services, and other organisa ons
providing support.

The Home from Hospital always
seek to support anyone they are

able to do so, if not however they
will seek support from other
suppor ng organisa ons to
provide the best care and support.

The Home from Hospital service
just keeps on ge ng be er with
lots of recent promo on, good
news and stories which hopefully
will support the service to be
refunded for further years to
come.

To nd out more informa on on
the Home from Hospital Project,
please
contactHFH@ velamps.org.uk
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Thornaby Cricket Club 
Thornaby Cricket Club rst team has enjoyed some success this year and
appeared in two nals. And so it's really great to see seasoned cricketers

pu ng on coaching sessions to encourage youngsters to take up the sport.
Thornaby Town Council has supported the Cricket Club over the years and

quite recently provided equipment for young people to learn and perfect all
aspects of the game in a fantas c se ng. Who knows, Thornaby Cricket Club

could be nurturing stars of the future.
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It wasn’t just the school leavers
celebra ng GCSE results day this summer.

At Stockton Riverside College adult learners
were also among those hoping to make the
grade.
Among them Tracey McCallum who
achieved an impressive grade 8 in GCSE
English and a grade 9 in maths. 
She said: "I felt like I could do well but it was
s ll a shock to see the grades and to know
that I have actually done it!"
A er years struggling with ill health, the 30
year old from Billingham decided the me
was right to return to her studies and help
get her future career on track.
Su ering with chronic coli s, it can leave
her with a lot of fa gue, diges ve problems
and pain.
Having studied a number of short distance
learning courses, she decided to sign up for
the college’s online lessons in GCSE English
and maths.
She explained: “It seemed a good rst step
towards ge ng something up to date on my
CV.”
Enjoying her studies as an adult learner, she
said: “At school, as a child, you don’t always
try as much as you could, but as an adult
you have a be er perspec ve on life.”

Also brushing up on his core maths
quali ca on was Mark Shaw, 31. Working as
a 14 to 16 progress coach with the college
group he wanted to refresh his own skills
and know exactly what the students are
going through.
Not one for doing things by halves he sat his
GCSE Maths last year, achieving a grade 6.
Determined he could do even be er he had
another go this year and topped up to a
grade 8.
Mark, who also completed his PGCE at the
college this year, said: “It does feel di erent
as an adult learner. You are studying a

subject that you
have chosen.” 
Plus, the best
part for him, he
said: “I do like
maths!”
Do you want to brush up on your core skills
in English or maths? With op ons available
for part me and online study at Stockton
Riverside College, visit
www.stockton.ac.uk/part me 19 plus
courses to nd out more or call 01642
865566 to help nd the best route for you.

GCSE celebra ons for adult learners

Tracey McCallumMark Shaw
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Montessori Pre-School Nursery
31 The Viewley Centre, Hemlington

Middlesbrough, TS8 9JH
Tel: 01642 965757

WE ARE OPEN AND
ENROLLING

CHILDREN NOW
(due to COVID 19,

please phone
before 

attending)

Montessori pre schools

An update from Lesley Graham,
College Principal at 

Stockton Riverside College…
As I write we are in the rst week of the

new academic year and it’s wonderful
to see so many sta  and students back in
College.  

To ensure we keep all our students safe, we
are o ering them two on site Covid 19 tests
at the start of their course, and we will also
be having a pop up vaccina on clinic on site
to encourage as many of our 16 and 17 year
olds as possible to get a vaccina on.  

Students and sta  will con nue to use lateral
ow tests at home too, so I'm hoping with all

these precau ons in place, that our students
have a much more normal start to the new
academic year.    

We’ve made a really exci ng start, with ITV
Tyne Tees lming sta  and students about
how they feel returning to their studies  it
was great to see our students on the 6
o'clock news that evening.   

We’ve always placed a great emphasis on
support for students not only for their
academic studies but also for their mental
health and well being, however, this year
we’re really stepping this up given that
our new intake of 16 year olds have had two
years of disrupted educa on.  

Finally, I also want to let you know about our
Gradua on Ceremony for our higher
educa on students.  We were unable to hold
a ceremony last year so this year we’re
having a double ceremony which we’re
holding at the Stockton Globe theatre on
Thursday, October 21.  We’ll be doing our
normal procession through the Town Centre
so if you’re around, please make sure you
join us.

Irene Jessop Funeral Service
“...always with honesty, dignity & respect”

• Privately run, family-owned, independent
funeral company

• Over 30 years of experience serving
bereaved famillies in their time of need

• Member of NAFD (National 
Association of Funeral Directors)

• Pre-paid funeral plans, memorials 
and after care support

• Taking care of pet funerals

• Providing help with remembrance jewellery

For full details of the service on offer, 
log onto

www.irenejessopfuneralservice.co.uk 
or call 01642 601736 or email
irene.jessop@btconnect.com

Isla House, 81-83 Lanehouse Road, Thornaby, TS17 8AF



28

Local Interest

The Last Post
Everything is happening at The Last

Post. In July, the Last Post and Don
War Memorial Museum were both
o cially opened by the patron of the new
Thornaby on Tees venue, ex SAS soldier,
Rusty Firmin. Unfortunately, supporter,
Joanna Lumley, was unable to a end, but
the Gurkhas  who Joanna has
championed so resolutely  were
represented by Gama Gurang; formerly
from Nepal, but now resident in the UK.
The opening was a great occasion with
people travelling from all over the UK and
beyond to a end and join with comrades
to enjoy the event and to remember those
who gave their lives in service to the
country. Many came in buses or on
fabulous motorbikes whilst others arrived
in military vehicles – including the
unmistakable Lee Rigby truck  to add so
much to the celebra ons.
Military padre, Norman Head, presented
proprietor, Julie Cooper, with a 1916 Bible
and blessed the memorabilia and
exhibi ons  whilst later, regimental
standards bearers paraded colours
accompanied by rousing music played by
The Band of Buglers and the Band of
Fusiliers. Grateful thanks to Colin Longsta
for leading the bands and to Bob Purvis for
his solemn rendi on of the Last Post.

With all of the inevitable drawbacks
involved with the huge amount of building
and repair to the premises combined with
the unprecedented Covid pandemic, it
must have seemed like an eternity to bring
the whole project to frui on and no doubt
caused Julie many sleepless nights and
days fraught with all kinds of problems.
Hopefully they are all now behind her and
the bar and museum can now fully
func on.
The Last Post caters for a variety of patrons
and serves the local community. Veterans
from all of the armed forces are regulars
and meet to reminisce and share
experiences over a pint and bite to eat. On
Wednesdays from 12.30pm, pensioners
can enjoy a game of bingo and a bacon
bu y and be entertained by The Done es
(Julie Cooper and Diane Templeton) who
recently recorded ‘Mothers of Angels’  a
poignant ballad wri en by Julie and
produced by Suzie Stanford.
The museum element of the building is a
superb collec on of artefacts, memorabilia
and exhibi ons that not only a racts
visitors and tourists, but also serves as a
place where local school students  both
mainstream and SEN establishments  can
visit and be er understand armed forces
history and sacri ce.

The whole facility really is a centre of
excellence and caring and the recent
acquisi on of a de brillator (thanks to
Peter Skeldon) is a measure of how
seriously the safety of customers and
visitors is taken by management and sta .
So please, come and visit The Last Post.
We can guarantee that nobody will be
disappointed and planned events and
entertainment throughout the year will
con nue to keep all visitors enthralled.

MARK 'WILLIE' WILLIAMS
It wasn’t all joy and celebra ons at the
grand opening of The Last Post however.
There was shared sadness mixed with
laughter when terminally ill Green
Howard’s veteran, Mark Willie Williams,
decided that he wanted his wake to be
held in a place that evoked so many
memories and mes spent with family and
friends. Unusually though, Mark wished to
be present in person at what in essence
was a poignant celebra on. And so his
wish was granted. Green Howard
comrades a ended to bade Mark farewell
and piper Rachel, played a lament followed
by The Last Post, played by Bob Purvis.
Videos of the occasion have gone viral. RIP
Mark Willie Williams. Soldier and a truly
remarkable man. 
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A er a Covid 19 induced two year gap, Thornaby Show came roaring
back against some expecta ons. Town Clerk and main show organiser,
Jen Elstob, really had to pull out all of the stops to engage a rac ons

and stallholders as so many cancelled as a result of the pandemic.
Thankfully, Jen pulled it all together before circumstances dictated that

she too had to miss the show. And so it was all hands on deck and all
Thornaby Town Councillors rallied to the cause. And what a day. The Sun

shone and the a endance was excep onal as people ventured out to
enjoy long awaited freedom.



y Show
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Bader Primary School

Parent Partnership at Bader
Bader primary school par cularly values the partnership between home & school and recognises how important it is to have posi ve

rela onships with parents and carers of all the children in our care.
This year, we are looking to achieve the ‘Leading Parent Partnership Award’ by further developing the link between home & school. 

This is a ‘developing’ rela onship’, as school already has lots in place, in terms of working with parents/carers. These include:

Open Door Policy
We have an open door
policy at Bader Primary
where we encourage an

honest dialogue between
sta  and parents. Parent
partnerships are strong
and this is due to sta

being approachable and
proac ve in contac ng
parents on a daily basis

and being on hand when
needed. Mee ngs and

discussions with parents
can be informal, on the

school playground, at the
classroom door or over the phone. We have more formal

termly mee ngs with all of our parents, where progress and
targets are discussed. For our most vulnerable learners and
children with SEN, we may have more formal mee ngs on a

regular basis. We also communicate through text messages to
individual families.

Parent Consulta on Mee ngs
Parent consulta on mee ngs are held in the Autumn and

Summer term at Bader Primary School. Parent mee ngs are a
great opportunity for class teachers to share informa on about
how your child is progressing at school, their development and

targets in order to achieve their full poten al.
We strongly encourage all parents / carers to a end these
mee ngs in order to raise the importance of schooling to

children and to allow parents / carers to understand how to best
support children whilst at home.

Teachers send out individual child’s school reports in the
Summer term ready for the children to transi on to their next

stage of educa on.

Friends of Bader
At Bader Primary School, we have a small parents and friends
group who dedicate valuable me and e ort to try to organise

a range of di erent events throughout the year in order to
raise the community spirit and fundraise to further enhance

our school.
If you are interested in being part of the Friends of Bader

Group, please contact the school o ce on 01642 762856 or
email bader@bader.org.uk
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Celebra on
Assemblies

We invite parents to
join us in celebra on

assemblies on
Mondays to celebrate
children’s successes
and to ensure that
parents, carers and

extended family and
friends feel part of the
Bader Primary School

community.

Topic Showcase
At the end of each term, each year group invites parents and carers in for their ‘Topic Showcase’  these events can take many forms 

a play, a musical performance or a workshop.  These a ernoons have proved to be a huge success with sta , children and parents
thoroughly enjoying them. Our children love sharing their learning with each of our families.

Teachers plan the open a ernoons around all areas of the curriculum to engage children in all subjects taught in school.

Annual Parent
Ques onnaire
The Annual Parent

Ques onnaire
enables school to

ac vely seek
parents' views

about what we do
well and also what
we need to do to
improve further. 

Twi er, Seesaw, Classdojo and Tapestry
At Bader we use various communica on tools to ensure that every
parent/carer receives detailed informa on about their child’s day.

Throughout school teachers upload children’s learning onto Twi er.
This ensures our parents are instantly updated with their children’s
achievements as well as giving them an insight into the school day.
Please follow us at @BaderPrimary to nd out about the wonderful

things we do as a school.
In Early Years, we use Tapestry which provides us with an innova ve,
exci ng and inspira onal ‘online journal’ that we use to record all the
learning and fun of your child’s early years educa on journey with us.
Sharing the children’s special moments at Pre school in a way that is

accessible to parents/carers wherever they may be.
In Key Stage 1 and 2, we use Seesaw. The Seesaw app creates a

powerful learning loop between pupils, teachers, and families. Pupils
are able to show their learning through the use of built in mul modal

tools, capturing what they know in Seesaw's digital por olio.
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What’s Next…
Over the next twelve months, we aim to further develop our partnership with parents by:

Support for our families
We have a Parent Support Adviser at Bader who o ers
con den al and non judgemental support and advice
to parents/carers of children who a end our school.

The PSA is here to o er support in a range of
situa ons, such as:

• school transi on, if your child is moving to a new
school or has moved from a di erent school

• wan ng advice and support with your child’s
behaviour at home

• your child not wan ng to a end school or
a endance di cul es

• support for parents/ carers through mes of
signi cant change

• sign pos ng to local agencies/services
• opportuni es to meet with other parents
• providing an impar al link between home and school
•  any other issue you may have rela ng to your child

with which you would like support.

• working towards achieving the Leading parent Partnerships
Award

• holding core subject workshops for parents/carers to a end
across school. The sessions will be focused around reading and
mathema cs core skills providing ways in which parents/carers
can support pupils whilst learning at home.

• develop a parent partnership group which will allow school and
parents to work together to improve the educa on provided for
our children, share informa on, knowledge and skills and further
improve communica ons between parent/carers and sta /
governors.

• con nue to develop good communica on with parents by fully
informing them about what is happening in school.

• ac vely involving parents in the educa on and progress of their
child.

• making good use of parents’ exper se and willingness to
enhance their own learning and that of their child and other
children and to ac vely involve them in school life.

• establishing the views and opinions of parents of the school and
ac ng upon these.



Autumn Term 2021

Message from our Principal
“Welcome to the latest update from Thornaby Academy.  Yet again, our students have proven
excep onal and I am delighted to share with you what they have achieved with the unwavering
support of sta  and parents.  Don’t forget to visit our brand new website or stop by at our social
media page to nd out more!”

Mrs Butcher

We are very excited to relaunch
Accelerated Reader over the next
academic term. Not only is it a fantas c
opportunity to read for pleasure, but
equally an opportunity for students to
enhance their reading ages and
ul mately improve their progress across
the whole curriculum. 
The library is stocked up and free of
Covid restric ons! The sta  can’t wait to
hear about the fantas c reading that is
going on around the academy. Rewards
will be issued for a number for
categories including: most improved
reading age, most books/words read
and best quiz scores. Today a reader,
tomorrow a leader!

In it to win it!
Students who achieved 100% a endance for the whole
academic year 2020 21 were entered into a prize draw.
Two names were drawn at random and those students
were lucky enough to win a brand new bike! The winners
were James and Aimee.  They absolutely deserve their
prize and recogni on. 

Covid Tes ng
As students start back at the academy, stringent tes ng
began with our highly e cient Covid Team.  The team was
so e ec ve, tes ng was completed and logged ahead of
schedule and students were able to return to lessons in
record me. A massive thank you to Mrs Parkin, Mrs
Errington, Miss Ward, Mr Smith, Mrs Atkinson, Mrs
Lambert and Mrs Fee for volunteering, this is such an
important role which helps to keep everyone safe!

Relaunching Accelerated Reading

Thornaby Academy Students 
Aim Higher!
Students have achieved amazing results in their GCSEs this year. In fact this was 
“THE BEST SET OF RESULTS EVER!”
Throughout lockdown, our students worked so hard and were truly dedicated to
their studies.   Thornaby Academy’s results have been rapidly increasing year on
year.  We are so proud of the
students' achievements.
A special men on goes out
to the Thornaby Academy’s
Top Achievers, these are
students who have made
outstanding progress, totally
smashed their targets and
exceeded their teachers
expecta ons. A huge
congratula ons to Crystal,
Rebecca, JohnJay,  Beth and
Eve.  Thornaby Academy’s
stars of 2021!



Clothing Collec on
We are currently collec ng clothing and bedding
dona ons for MAP, the Middlesbrough Asylum
Project, who work so hard to support those who
arrive into the local area in desperate need. 

Duke of Edinburgh 
We are thrilled that students of Thornaby
Academy are to be introduced to the na onally
recognised Duke of Edinburgh Award. All Year 9
and Year 10 students will be given the
opportunity to access the course for only £15. 
The overall cost has been heavily subsidised by
the Academy. Addi onal nancial support will be
provided for those who need it.  Students who
choose to take on this challenge will be
dedica ng at least one hour of their me per
week volunteering, learning a new skill and
par cipa ng in a physical ac vity for 6 months.
This is an amazing opportunity and one not to be
missed, so Year 9 and Year 10 students, make
sure you get signed up as soon as this becomes
available!

KEY STAGE 3
ENGLISH:
Our curriculum is designed in
chronological order, which means
our students start their English
journey every year with the
earliest text  for years 7 9, that’s
Shakespeare! Year 7 are beginning
with the rom com ‘Much Ado
About Nothing’. Year 8 begin with
the ac on packed tragedy
‘Othello’, and year 9 jump straight
into the most famous roman c
tragedy of all me  ‘Romeo and
Juliet’.

Freddo
Friday
At Thornaby Academy we
want to celebrate the success
of our students. One of the
ways in which we do this is
a endance rewards. Every
Friday students receive a
Freddo if they have had 100%
a endance that week.
Students love the recogni on
and of course the chocolate
treat.  Some of our students
decided to donate theirs to
Thornaby Food Bank and we
couldn't be prouder!

Enterprise Day
Year 7 students at Thornaby Academy
par cipated in Enterprise Day.  The students were
working in teams and had to choose a project
which looked to resolve an issue. The students
had to conduct their own research and make
their own presenta ons.  They then went head to
head with other teams in the class.  

The winner of round one, then had to compete
with the winners from other classes in front of
external judges.  The students were nervous, but
they were brilliant and made Thornaby Academy
proud.  The overall winners were Vi orio, Mason
and Al e George.  They showed teamwork,
dedica on, nego a on skills, entrepreneurship
and leadership skills.  A special thank you goes to
Jenny from CPI and Al e from Ac ve kicks for
being the judges, which must have been a very
di cult decision.  We are very proud of our
budding entrepreneurs in Year 7!



Food Update
Here are some pictures of dishes made by Year 10
Food Prepara on and Nutri on students, in their
mock prac cal exam. They were absolutely
amazing and I'm so proud of them. I can't wait to
see what they do when they're in Y11!
Mrs Ma hews

GCSEPod
Thornaby Academy has invested in an award winning digital content and learning
provider, called GCSEPod. GCSEPod has been suppor ng students for over 10 years. It is
used in over 1,300 schools worldwide and is recommended by the Associa on of School
and College Leadersand has won mul ple educa onal technology awards.

GCSEPod helps students to:
Accelerate progress and raise results
Consolidate subject knowledge and improve recall.
Improve engagement and encourage independent learning.  

Outstanding work both in the classroom and at home has taken place on GCSEPod. The
students who have been using this pla orm regularly are achieving much higher grades
than those who don't. 5000 Pods shows how many students are dedicated to their
studies! This is impressive, well done to everyone at Thornaby Academy!

Summer Celebra ons
On the last day of the summer term, all students and sta  at Thornaby Academy were in
for a surprise.  Mrs Butcher had organised for an ice cream van to visit and everyone was
in for an ice cream treat.  The weather was glorious and students spent me celebra ng
the end of, what had been, a very di cult term for both students and teachers.  It was
such a lovely a ernoon and massively appreciated by all.

Kinball 
Thornaby Academy PE department
introduces a new sport to the
Curriculum. 
Students are eagerly awai ng to
par cipate in the sport Kin ball. This
game is a one of a kind team sport in
which, not 2 but 3 teams compete
against each other in a single match.
Kin ball is played indoors with a large
in ated ball, about 1.5m in diameter.
The team with the most points at the
end of the match is declared as the
winner. 
Does it sound fun?  Research the game
for more informa on and videos of it
being played. 

Hegarty Maths 
Over the last academic year, the students at
Thornaby Academy have been enhancing their
maths skills using Hegarty Maths. Hegarty Maths is
an online pla orm that supports learning via
videos and quizzes. This is an amazing resource
which was used over lock down and set as
homework tasks. 
Students are very compe ve and Thornaby
Academy is very proud of every student who has
pushed themselves to answer as many ques ons
as possible.
The top 5 students of Thornaby Academy 2020
2021 on Hegarty Maths are: 
1. Ellie 2. Jessica 3. Alex 4. Aisha 5. Sahil



We would like to introduce you to...
Recently Thornaby Academy has introduced a number of new exci ng roles across many
many areas of the Academy.  Our new sta  are all experts in their own elds, highly
experienced and we are delighted to have them as part of the Thornaby Academy family.
They would like to tell you a li le bit about themselves…

“Hi, My name is James Lynas. I am a teacher of PE and
Science and I am an Early Careers Teacher (ECT). I have
always had a keen interest in sport and the Sciences
surrounding sport, as well as an overarching interest in
Science itself. I am eager to implement as much Sport
and Science I can muster into pupils' lives in order to
produce the most interest and encouragement for my
subjects!”

“I'm Hannah Ravey, the Inclusion Co ordinator at
Thornaby Academy. I have recently moved to the area
a er living in New Zealand for the last four years. I have
been working with children for 15 years across many
roles and learning environments. My passion is working
with children with learning needs and assis ng them
achieve their full poten al and to reach their goals.”

Billy Hu y is the Director of Mathema cs for Falcon
Educa on Academies Trust, he works with students and
teachers to make sure learning in mathema cs is strong
across the Falcon trust.

“Hello, I’m Mr Sunter the Head of Science. My favourite
Science is Chemistry and I studied Biomedical Sciences
and Pharmacology before becoming an analy cal
scien st tes ng toys. Since then I have been a Science
teacher for the past 14 years. My aspira ons are to help
all of our students enjoy Science and become as much of
a Science geek as I am!”

“My name is Mr Jones and I teach English. I have
returned to Thornaby a er ini ally comple ng my
teacher training at the school (almost 10 years ago). I am
an English examiner as well as a teacher. I am really keen
to help students make rapid progress in English to
achieve their full poten al and have the best chances
when they leave the academy. I am also keen to get all
learners reading more o en for pleasure across the
academy.”

“Hi, my name is Sally Paget and I am the new Bridge
Manager at Thornaby Academy and I can't wait to se le
in and meet everyone! When I'm not in school I love
being outdoors paddle boarding, walking and shopping.
I have worked with children and young people for over 7
years now and my focus is SEN, speci cally au sm. I'm
really looking forward to developing the Bridge into a
really e ec ve safe space where young people can come
to develop their skills.”

As part of our Diversity Celebra ons
Jayden from Year 7 has wri en this
beau ful song called 'Unity' and
would like to share it with you.

Unity
Do you see visions of a planet
One where the people can be free
To y as high as they could be,
Unity,
[short instrumental]

[chorus]
If we could perfect ourselves,
If we could be happy with ourselves,
If we could achieve pure Unity,
Maybe we would be our true selves,
Our diversity is our iden ty
Our diversity is our right
Our diversity is our unity.
Our lives are our diversity.
We soar higher and higher
Every spark igni ng the re
Every re warming the below
So we can celebrate our diversity as one.
[short instrumental]

[chorus]
If we could perfect ourselves,
If we could be happy with ourselves,
If we could achieve pure Unity,
Maybe we would be our true selves,
From Gender to Orienta on
We are s ll human
Nobody can take our Unity
As we are one in our hearts.
Our Unity is ours
Our Unity is our right
Our Unity is what makes us strong
Our Unity is what gives us emo on.
[Short Instrumental]

[chorus]
If we could perfect ourselves,
If we could be happy with ourselves,
If we could achieve pure Unity,
Maybe we would be our true selves,
We are who we are, nothing will change.
Some don’t understand it,
We leave the bad ones behind.
We are who we are, because of our Unity.
By ourself, we’re weak
With our unity, we’re strong.
Nothing can change that.
Nothing can change our Unity,
This is a long ride, we’re ne with it.
We’re in for it together
Although the carriage broke down a few
We repaired it and carried on through.
Symbol of our Unity, helping us through.

[chorus]
If we could perfect ourselves,
If we could be happy with ourselves,
If we could achieve pure Unity,
Maybe we would be our true selves,
It’s possible we’ve hit the purity
It’s possible we’re be er now
It’s up to me to see
It’s up to me to see our Unity

The Na onal Award for 
SEN Coordina on
The Na onal Award for SEN Coordina on, is a na onally
accredited course that newly appointed SENCOs are
expected to complete to educate themselves in the
complex and demanding world of SEN.
I am thrilled to have completed the course. It has really
enhanced my knowledge of SEN, allowing me to be able
to provide the best possible support to the SEN cohort
at Thornaby Academy, ensuring that all barriers to
learning are removed, allowing them to achieve their
aspira ons and life goals.

Mrs Gri ths



Subject Update  Science
During their nal weeks in
the summer term, our year
9 students took part in
their own research
projects. They picked a
Scien c topic to
inves gate and then
created a research poster
on it, before presen ng
their ndings to the rest of
their class. There was a
brilliant standard of
presenta on and a great
range of research topics on display in the department.

Thornaby
Academy Prom
Thornaby Academy was thrilled to be
able to celebrate our 2021 Prom at
Judges in Yarm on the 2nd of September.
Students arrived in spectacular fashion
and dressed in their nery. A thoroughly
memorable evening celebrated the
students' hard work and outstanding
achievements.  A special thanks to Mrs
Errington for organising this fabulous
event.  Keep an eye on our social media
for photos of the evening.

Cricket
A huge congratula on to Shaun in Year 7
who recently quali ed to play cricket for
Cleveland County.  This an incredibly
exci ng opportunity for him as he is one
day hoping to be chosen for Yorkshire.
Shaun told me that he had already
travelled to play matches in Scarborough,
Cumbria and Barnard Castle but playing
for Cleveland will have him travelling all
over the country.
When asked if he was excited about this
amazing opportunity he said that he “was
very excited, but his parents were even
more excited.”  We wish you every
success Shaun, a huge well done from
everyone at Thornaby Academy!

Transi on
We were delighted to welcome our
wonderful new Year 7 cohort at the
start of term. Due to Covid restric ons,
the students took part in a highly
interac ve and engaging virtual
transi on experience in the summer
term, where they took part in various
challenges, including the "beat the
teacher".  It must s ll have been a very
nerve wracking day for the youngsters
when they nally got to meet us and
each other face to face, but everyone
has quickly se led in and made a very
promising start! 

The current Year 11 students have been involved in a variety
of interes ng ac vi es provided by Colleges and Sixth Forms.
Before the summer holidays, they visited Stockton Sixth Form
and Stockton Riverside and Northern School of Art came to
visit Thornaby Academy. During these visits, the students
were involved with interac ve ac vi es such as "Line of Duty"
where they had to work out whether a suspect was guilty of a
crime using the evidence provided to marble pain ng leaves.
Year 11 students
have had 3
sessions with
DWP to focus on
wri ng their CV
and preparing
for interviews. In
the Autumn
term, there will
be external
interviewers
coming from
di erent areas of
employment and
further
educa on; that
will come in to
interview all of
the year 11
students and
provide
feedback. 

Careers at Thornaby
Academy 
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Plans are underway for an exci ng new
indoor street food venue, based in

The Pavilion Shopping Centre, Thornaby.
The Food Shack, which plans to open in
autumn 2021, will o er customers a wide
variety of street food style dishes from
around the world.
The former 5035 sq . Poundstretcher
unit is currently being transformed and
will house eleven individual pods, along
with a bar, stage, central communal
sea ng and will see the introduc on of
live music and entertainment every
weekend. 
Ian Briggs, Regional Estates Manager for
LCP Management, said; “We’re delighted
to be able to bring The Food Shack to the

people of Teesside. It represents
customers’ desire to try something new
with friends and family. We’re o ering
more than just a place to grab a meal; it’s
going to be a des na on for people to sit
and enjoy the surroundings, catch up with
friends and family and relax.
“It’s also not just our shoppers who will
bene t, local independent retailers will
now have the opportunity to take the next
step in their business and have a
permanent base having perhaps
previously only traded as a pop up stall at
events and fes vals”.
The busy community shopping centre,
recently purchased by landlord and
managing agents Proudreed Real Estates

part of The LCP Group already includes the
popular Thornaby Pavilion, which provides
a range of spor ng facili es to the area,
public library and anchor tenant Asda.
In 2020 the centre welcomed The Gaming
Hideaway, the North Easts rst ever virtual
reality and family gaming centre. More
recently, The Playground So  Play Centre
will shortly open o ering an exci ng, fun
and safe place for li le ones to enjoy.
Food vendors with a street food style
o er, who are interested in becoming part
of Thornaby’s newest dining experience
are invited to get in touch with Ian on
IBriggs@lpcproper es.co.uk and nd out
more about The Food Shack’s easy terms
and compe ve all inclusive costs.

Street food market plans at The Pavilion Shopping Centre

This is clearly a sen ment
echoed by the people of

Thornaby as we con nue to see
the Thursday Market, based in the
Pavilion Shopping Centre, expand!

Having pushed out a new market
strategy over the last few months
Stockton on Tees Markets have
a racted several new exci ng
traders! Nurick’s homewares and
Saj’s ladies’ fashion are both

proving to be popular shopping
loca ons while PEG’s Crea ons are
bringing a touch of Fair Trade Eco
Friendly are!

Working with the Town Centre
Management we have secured
more space and we want YOU to

ll it! As part of the new strategy,
we have fantas c start up o ers
including up to four weeks rent
free!

So, if you can see yourself being
part of this vibrant friendly
community, running from Lidl
down to the Library; then please
visit
www.Stockton.gov.uk/markets for
more details on our strategy, deals
and on our markets in general
including the Facebook, Twi er
and Instagram Links.

Our
Markets
Ma er! 
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Northern Stars is the name of a
theatre group based at St Pat’s

Centre on Cranworth Street (Gilmour
Street), Thornaby on Tees. The group
consists of mainly young people with
disabili es and learning di cul es
and they really do know how to
perform. 

Under the terri c guidance and
direc on of Anjali Deen and Naoni
Lowe, the group staged a lockdown
‘mockumentary’ inspired by ‘The
O ce’  the TV sitcom wri en by and
starring Ricky Gervais. 

Following the rst episode staged and
recorded in April, the company sent
an ‘open le er video’ to Ricky and
were blown away when the hugely
talented actor and comedian
responded by sending best wishes
and encouraged them to ‘keep up the
good work.’

Thornaby Town Council members
were so impressed by Northern Stars
that an invite was sent and accepted
for the ‘stars’ to perform in the newly
refurbished Town Hall council
chamber when circumstances

improve. And so Anjali and Naomi
paid a visit to tour the iconic building.
Both were really impressed and as can
be seen by the photographs, really got
a buzz from the visit.

Northern Stars
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On 28th July, a poignant service conducted by
Reverand Rob Desics was held at Thornaby Cenotaph

to commemorate the memorials 100th anniversary. 
The service was a ended by Mayor and Mayoress of
Thornaby on Tees, Cllrs Steve and Sylvia Walmsley, and
veterans from all armed forces. Also present were Royal
Bri sh Legion stalwarts, Lin and Rob Simpson, and ex
WAAF, Irene Jessop.
Standards were lowered and raised as the Last Post and
Awaken were sounded by John Appleby  thankfully
restored to full health  and wreaths were laid to the
accompaniment of a wonderful bagpipe lament played by
ex service woman, Rachel Blueman.
Grateful thanks to all a endees  with par cular thanks to
Reverand Rob for ensuring that the service went so
smoothly and Lin and Rob for their magni cent support
and all that they do for ex service personnel.

The Thornaby on Tees cenotaph war
memorial was paid for by public
subscrip on and was unveiled on July
28th 1921 by Colonel Spence, preceded
by a procession forces units, dignitaries
and bands. 

The names of the fallen of the Second
World War have been added. Addi onal
polished granite panels were added to the

memorial in recent years to allow for
members of the Merchant Marine and
others who lost their lives in con icts
since World War 2. 

Thornaby on Tees War Memorial is now
designated a Grade II listed structure for
the following principal reasons: 'It is an
eloquent witness to the impact of tragic
world events on this community.'

The monument was rededicated at a
service held in August 1984 ini ated by
the President of Thornaby Bri sh Legion,
Major Edward Cooper VC. Restora on
work was carried out in 2005. The
Thornaby on Tees memorial ensures that
those who sacri ced their lives for
freedom so o en taken for granted are
never forgo en.

Thornaby Cenotaph  100th Anniversary

History
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The Church of St. Peter ad Vincula
and Saint Mary Magdalen recently

had a special service of thanksgiving
for the new Welsh slate roof which has
been installed this year. The ancient
church on Thornaby Green had a
blessing of the roof service led by the
Bishop of Whitby the Rt Revd Paul
Ferguson on Thursday 22 July. Earlier in
the day the church was open to visitors

who were able to enjoy cream teas as
part of the celebra ons on this special
occasion.
There were several special guests at the
service including Stockton South MP
Ma  Vickers, the Mayor and Mayoress
of Thornaby Steve and Sylvia Walmsley
and local builder Mark Pemberton
whose work on the roof has been
celebrated by all connected with this

li le church on Thornaby Green.
As the church year progresses the Vicar
of the Parish of South Thornaby Revd
Robert Desics is busy planning a full
programme of Christmas services and
was able to con rm that there would
again be the very popular open air carol
service outside the church on Sunday
December 19th at 6pm.
  

Blessing of new roof at 
St Peter’s Church 

For editorial and
adver sing enquiries 

please contact Lesley Palmer 

email: lesleypalmer3@sky.com 
01642 760700 or 07737 739583

www.lesleypalmer.co.uk

contact Alison on 07759 694061  
email: alisonpooledesigns@gmail.com 

based in Middlesbrough 
www.alisonpooledesigns.co.uk

alisonpooledesigns
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Need anything printing? 
Need a flyer designing? 
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email: alisonpooledesigns@gmail.com 

based in Middlesbrough 

www.alisonpooledesigns.co.uk

alisonpooledesigns
Affordable Design and Print!

Need a flyer designing? 
Need anything printing? 
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Return to sport Submit 2 Success 
youth project 

July 2021 saw the full return to contact
combat sport FOR children,

authorised by Sport England and the
United Kingdom Brazilian Jiujitsu
Associa on (UKBJJA).
Thanks to several funding bodies
including Sported, Tees Valley Community
Founda on, Country Durham Consor um,
Tees Valley Sport and Thornaby Town
Council, Submit 2 Success were able to
restart three of their programme strands
including renewing of their training areas.
The project was also able to o er a free
10 week summer cohorts of of their

proven Jiujitsu fundamentals project
Bullyproof.
Based on an American model,  this
project aims to equip children with the
key concepts of Brazilian Jiujitsu and
posi ons, build con dence and build
resilience,  with lots of games to help
retain as many concepts ready for
progression to their ac ve team.
Working with our partnership primary
school in the ward,  several children were
nominated to take part with others from
the local post code area.

Project coordinator Ralph Presgrave
added “Another great gradua on
approaches for a group of 7 children
joining our ac ve team ranks in October,
with awards and trophies being presented
by the Thornaby town mayor. 
The projects have been further supported
through recruitment of two assistant
youth coaches Nathaniel Sco  and Ben
Appleton who themselves both came
through this very programme as children.
It’s great to see young people come full
circle in the project and now them start to
pass knowledge to next genera on. 
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It has stood proudly in the heart of
Thornaby for 130 years, and now St

Patrick’s Church needs your help. During
this period, the original wooden ooring
has witnessed hundreds of weddings,
thousands of funerals and welcomed
tens of thousands of parishioners to its
services. Unfortunately, there are now
some unwelcome visitors present –
woodworm! 
A er several weeks of inves ga ve work,
the conclusion is that the concrete oor,
underneath the original wooden ooring,
was drawing up moisture as the thin
bitumen membrane in between had

nally failed. Specialist advice was sought
and treatment alone seemed di cult and
ine ec ve, with the nal

recommenda on being complete removal
and replacement. The good news,
however, is that it has been limited to the

ooring only, it has not spread to the
benches, organ, altar etc. 
Work on the replacement ooring
commences in late September, with
comple on an cipated in me for the
Advent and Christmas celebra ons. A er
the closures during the pandemic, the
parish felt it was important that the
church remained open for services
throughout the work, and this has been
agreed with the contractors. The total
cost of the work is in the region of
£43,000 and the parish are embarking on
a fundraising campaign to pay for it. We
are appealing to you, the people of

Thornaby, to help our much loved church
if you can.
Dona ons can be made directly into the
Restora on Fund bank account:
Account Name: Diocese of Middlesbrough
Sort Code: 20 56 90
Account Number: 30281026.
Cheque/cash payments should be marked
‘St Patrick’s Restora on Fund’ and can be
sent directly to Fr Pat O’Neill c/o Christ
the King Presbytery, Trenchard Avenue,
Thornaby, TS17 0EG.
You can follow the progress of the works,
and nd out more about our parish by
visi ng our new website at
www.stpatrickschurch.co.uk

St Patrick's Church oor appeal

St Patrick’s Church Hall 
will be holding a 

Christmas Fair
on

Saturday 20th November
10.00am 3.00pm

This popular event will once again have many local
cra  people selling a ordable Christmas gi s.

Please look out for our poster with more
informa on in local shops. This is an event not to

be missed because Santa is paying us a visit!
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Latest News

It’s been a busy summer!  We’ve seen an
increase in requests for food parcels and
other essen al household items.  In
addi on, over the school holidays we’ve
been providing breakfast and lunch food
parcels, every week, to families in need.
This con nued un l the end of August.  

We posted a request for help with school
uniforms and got an amazing response.
Thank you!!    We have been able to
provide school uniforms to a number of
families, giving their children a great start
to the new school year.  If you are a
family in need, get in touch as we may be
able to help you too.

Thornaby Show – Sunday 5th September

With the help of amazing volunteers, we
provided the refreshments as well as

having a tombola stall to raise funds for
us.  The day was a great success with lots
of people popping into the refreshment
tent to say hello and trea ng themselves
to a cuppa/cold drink and a piece of cake.

Our tombola stall was in a separate tent
and was jam packed with lots of great
prizes that had been donated by our
supporters.   We had lots of visitors here
too and all our prizes were won by mid
a ernoon!

We are moving!!

We’ll be in our current premises un l the
end of September and con nue to accept
dona ons of food, toiletries and clothing
(by appointment) between 4 5pm on
Wednesdays. 

From October 6th we will be located
near to Thornaby town centre, within
the Thornaby Methodist Church on
Stansted Way (TS17 9JR).   

We’ll then be taking dona ons on
Wednesdays between 4 5pm, bookings
to be made in advance of drop o .
Please use our contact details (provided
below) rather than contac ng the church.

Thank you to Thornaby Town Council for
helping us to nd this new loca on, and
thanks to Mar n who is the minister at the
Methodist Church, and his team, for being
so welcoming. We greatly appreciate the
support you all have given us.

Community Group

We will be star ng the group again at the
Thornaby Methodist Church on
Wednesdays from 6.30 to 8.00pm.

The date of the next group is to be
con rmed, keep an eye on our Facebook
page for the latest informa on. You can
just turn up, no need to book.  

It is open to everyone in the Thornaby
Community.  The group gives you the
opportunity to meet with others, receive
support and guidance when needed, as
well as have a li le fun.  We provide hot
food and drinks each week, and food
bags to take home, for those who need
them.

Marke ng/Promo onal materials
A big thank you to the Teesside
Philanthropic Society for providing us
with a grant to purchase promo onal
materials.  Receiving this grant means
that we haven’t had to use funds that are
allocated for food/essen al items to buy
these items.

The Salva on Project
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The Salva on Project
These items are essen al for us to use at
external events to let people know who
we are and what we do so that you have
the informa on to access us when
needed. We used them for the rst me
at the Thornaby Show and they looked
great!

Volunteers Wanted

Are you interested in volunteering with
us? If yes, we would love to hear from
you.

Get in touch by email and we will send
you an applica on form, and job
descrip on. Successful applicants would
then go on to an interview and undergo
an enhanced DBS check.

What next?

Registered charity

We have applied to become a registered
charity and are awai ng con rma on
from the chari es commission.  This will
give us more scope to gain grants as well
as being able to claim gi  aid meaning
receiving an extra 25% from the tax o ce

against money dona ons that we receive.

We can email you the form to complete if
you are a tax payer and donate money. 

Do you, or someone you know, need
support?

A referral is not required to access
support from the Salva on Project.  We
can provide support via schools or
directly to families and individuals in the
community.  

We can help with food, toiletries, adult
and child clothing/footwear or other
essen al items (when available).  We also
o er seasonal support with Christmas
hampers, toys, Easter eggs and school
uniforms.

We understand that asking for help can
be hard or perhaps feel embarrassing.  Be
assured that we handle all enquiries
con den ally and sensi vely.  

If you nd yourself in di culty and are
struggling to buy food for you and your
family, please don’t struggle alone, we
can help you.  We do not share your
details with anyone else and your food
parcel would be delivered discretely. 

If you know of someone who is
struggling, please let them know about
us.  

How to contact us

If you need support, informa on, or to
donate:

Facebook: Salva on Project

Email:  salva onproject@outlook.com

Phone: 07934 409010

For money dona ons:  Bank details are
available upon request or

PayPal: salva onproject@outlook.com

We need your help!

We rely solely on dona ons to run the
project.   We have an amazing group of
supporters but as the demand for our
service has increased, greater is our need
for dona ons.  

To support those in need, we need; 

 Dona ons of cash via bank or PayPal.

 Tinned (all kinds savoury and sweet),
pasta, rice, jars of sauces (eg: bolognaise)
cereal, dilute juice, packet mash, jam,
bread rolls (vacuum packet), cakes,

biscuits, crisps, chocolate bars, sweets,
long life milk, etc

 Toiletries (all), nappies and baby milk

 Good quality, clean clothing and
footwear 

 Seasonal items (Easter eggs, Christmas
treats, school uniforms)

Please help us if you can, any size
dona on really does make a di erence
and is appreciated.

We post on our Facebook page items that
we are running out of or are in urgent
need of, please check there to see what
we are running short of.

Dona on drop o

Wednesdays 4 to 5pm only. Contact us
via Facebook in advance to arrange a
drop o me.  We are currently only
accep ng pre booked drop o s.    

Who are we?

A non pro t community group founded
in 2016 to help those in need in
Thornaby, and the surrounding areas.
Un l the end of September we remain
located in Cranworth Street, o  Westbury
Street in Thornaby, near the Five Lamps.
From October 6th, we’ll be located at
Thornaby Methodist Church, Stansted
Way, near Thornaby town centre (TS17
9DR).

Thank you

To all our supporters and volunteers! 

We had a van gi ed by Terry and Lisa
Rowland; this will really help us.  A huge
thank you for the van and your con nued
support.
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Neighbourhood Policing

Cleveland Police always acts on intelligence received by local communi es.

Do you have informa on about criminal ac vity in your area?

If so, please call Cleveland Police on 101. 

Alterna vely, Crimestoppers can be contacted anonymously on 0800 555 111 or online at www.crimestoppers uk.org

Your Neighbourhood O cers and PCSOs
Local Neighbourhood O cers and PCSOs are in place
and are dedicated to safeguarding the most vulnerable
people in our communi es. 
Over the next few months, Neighbourhood O cers and
PCSOs in Thornaby are concentra ng their patrols on
an social behaviour, o road bikes and criminal damage
in the area. 
Residents mee ngs will be scheduled shortly and will be
con rmed on the Cleveland Police Facebook page. If
you’d like to be kept up to date, search for ‘Thornaby
Police’ on Facebook. 

Two males arrested on suspicion of
criminal damage
Dedicated patrols by Stockton Neighbourhood team in
the Thornaby area led to the arrest of two males, aged
14 and 15, on suspicion of criminal damage.
The two teenage boys are suspected of damaging a
motor vehicle on Oxford Road on Thursday 12th August.
Both boys have been released under inves ga on,
whilst enquiries con nue. 

Suspected Class B Drugs Seized and Two
Arrests 
On Friday 13th August, Stockton Neighbourhood
O cers executed a search warrant at an address on
Cheltenham Avenue, Thornaby. 
Suspected Class B drugs es mated to be worth around
£25,000 were seized from the property. 
A man aged 39 and a woman aged 40 were arrested on
suspicion of drugs o ences. 

Suspected Cannabis Farm Discovered A er
Report from Community
In July a warrant was executed at an address on
Westbury Street a er receiving a report from members
of the community regarding a strong smell of cannabis
coming from the address. 
O cers discovered a suspected cannabis farm,
es mated to be worth around £190,000. 
A 31 year old man was arrested and charged with
producing class B drugs. 

Motorbike Seized
A er a number of reports about a nuisance bike, local
PCSOs located and seized this motorbike in September. 
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Cleveland Police always acts on intelligence received by local communi es.

Do you have informa on about criminal ac vity in your area?

If so, please call Cleveland Police on 101. 

Alterna vely, Crimestoppers can be contacted anonymously on 0800 555 111 or online at www.crimestoppers uk.org

Neighbourhood Policing

O cers from Stockton Neighbourhood team stopped and
searched a Mercedes vehicle on Hampden Way in
Thornaby in July. 

An es mated £250,000 worth of suspected heroin and
around £16,000 in cash were seized. 
Two men and a woman were charged with alleged drugs
o ences. 

Make a di erence. 
Become a Special Constable
Special Constables can act as a
posi ve force for change  bringing
with them an extensive pool of skills,
talents, experience, local knowledge
and diverse backgrounds  as well as
enhancing the overall level of service
provided by the police.
As a Special Constable, you'll work
alongside our o cers, forging strong
partnerships in the community,
patrolling our streets, preven ng
crime and interac ng with all kinds
of people.

Heroin Es mated to Be Worth a Quarter of Million Pounds Seized Following 
Rou ne Stop and Search

There's no role quite like it. Apply today by visi ng www.cleveland.police.uk 
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Christ the King Catholic Primary School

Y6 Carlton Residen al
A er two long years of wai ng, our Year 6s nally
made their way to Carlton for their rst residen al
trip throughout their Christ the King journey: the

previous two years had been cancelled due to
Covid restric ons, meaning they couldn’t wait to

nally get there!
As soon as they arrived the adventure began and

they were allocated into di erent groups.
Throughout the course of three days, they

embarked on lots of di erent ac vi es such as:
weaselling through ny holes and crevices in

Scugdale, demonstra ng their Robin Hood esque
archery skills, orienteering and naviga ng their

way through the Carlton adventure site, daring to
face the dreaded high ropes and leap of faith, as

well as traversing through the North Yorkshire
Moors for a spooky night walk.

The children were a pleasure to be with and
thoroughly enjoyed every minute of the ac vi es

as well as ge ng to spend the weekend away with
their friends. Thank you so much to Carlton
Adventure for accommoda ng us, as well as

providing with some lovely meals at the end of a
ring day!

Eco Warriors
Our new Eco Warriors at Christ the King are very excited for the upcoming year! They have big plans to aim for the Bronze, Silver and

Green Flag Eco Schools award by encouraging our community to become more environmentally friendly. 
Plans include ‘Wasteless Wednesdays’, recycling more in school, encouraging more wildlife in our forest, and developing our allotments

to grow our own fruit and vegetables.
We have integrated Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si about caring for our common home into our curriculum. Our older children

have created presenta ons on what they can do at home and at school to look a er our planet. 
The Eco Warriors have also been inspired by some of our children who volunteer for Thornaby Community Li er Project.  Keep up the

great work!
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Welcome to Our Nursery
As the new school year begins, we are looking forward to a very busy and exci ng year
ahead in our Nursery.  It has been lovely to welcome back our older Nursery children

and to welcome our new friends who are just star ng Nursery.  This half term our topic
of learning is ‘Marvellous Me’ and we have already enjoyed learning lots of new things

and ge ng busy in the di erent areas of learning.  

Our Nursery children love to learn and play outside and we are very excited this year as
we will be developing our Forest School in our EYFS outdoor environment. 

So, come rain or shine, the children will be ready with their waterproof jackets and
wellies to explore the great outdoors, enjoy the wonders of the natural world and

having fun in our mud kitchen.

‘I love my nursery’, said one of our new Nursery starters on his 
second day in Nursery!  It is a great place to learn and play. We are happy and are all

good friends in our Nursery.

Christ the King Catholic Primary School

Great North Run
On Sunday 12th September three of our

sta  members took part in the 40th Great
North Run. Mr Wake, Miss Petre and Mrs

Kay ran the half marathon a er some
tough training. The event was an amazing
experience to be apart with thousands of
supporters cheering on the compe tors.
Most importantly, our CTK runners raised
over £2,300 for three fantas c chari es:
the Teesside Family Founda on, Teesside
Philanthropic Founda on and Smile Train.



56

Recep on Class
We have all enjoyed our rst week in Recep on class and it has been lovely to see such smiley faces! The children are exploring our

con nuous provision areas, which support the new EYFS statutory framework. We want to ensure that children learn and develop, are
kept healthy and safe and that they leave having the knowledge and skills they need to start school.

In Recep on children learn through play as well as taking part in adult directed work. The ac vi es within the classroom and in the outside
area are planned to encourage children to develop their skills and knowledge through play and explora on. Play is an important part of
young children’s learning and plays a key role within the Founda on Stage curriculum at Christ the King Primary. The Recep on year is a

thoroughly enjoyable one and it is a very important me for the children to transi on slowly to the demands of school life. We are
delighted at how quickly our new Recep on children are se ling in and are familiarising themselves in our learning areas.

Many of our provisions are based around our current book ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea.’ We have literacy and maths resources available
rela ng to our story. We also have a lovely role play area themed around our story to help develop communica on and language skills. We
have enjoyed expressive arts and design and have created ger pain ngs; ger marbling and ger stripe prints from bubble wrap! As well

as collages and self portraits to celebrate – Marvellous Me! 
Our cosy reading areas have been a big hit and a place for children to relax from the busier areas! It has been a pleasure to watch children

choose a book and sit and read independently. 
An important part of our school day at Christ the King Primary is prayer – the children have been exposed to new prayers and are already

showing love and respect during these special mes.
As a Recep on family unit, the children have already begun to build lovely friendships and are showing their caring personali es by sharing

and taking care of each other.

PSHE at Christ the King!
To begin our Autumn Term at Christ the King, we have had a real focus on raising
the pro le of PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Educa on) throughout our school.

A er the last 18 months, we all feel the need to focus on promo ng self care to
sta  and children and to support each other physically, emo onally, mentally and

socially as we journey together through this term.  
PSHE, as a subject in Christ the King, will encourage our classes to learn more about

their rela onships with each other and
themselves, living in the wider world as a

responsible ci zen and our health and
wellbeing.  

On Friday 17th September, we will be
taking part in our ‘PSHE Launch Day’ as a

whole school; where everyone will be
exploring their PSHE curriculum and

ge ng our children excited about and
discussing PSHE with all its bene ts.  

To con nue to encourage self care within
CTK, we will also be establishing a ‘Moving

Hug’ self care prac ce throughout the
school every day.  This will encourage the

children to take a quiet moment for
themselves each day and allow them to

become calm, soothed and ready for
learning in the process.  As you can see
from the pictures, Class 9 are already
reaping the bene ts of this self care

prac ce!

Christ the King Catholic Primary School

Class 7 (Y3/4)
On the rst day of our brand new school

year, class 7 enjoyed ge ng to know each
other and our new class teachers. We

celebrated our di erences and discussed
our individual quali es. This led to us

crea ng sketches of ourselves in which we
tried hard to use correct propor ons and
detail. We displayed our self portraits at

the entrance to our classroom so that
everyone can see what a wonderful class

we are!
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A er 18 months of pandemic misery,
Borowalkers nally got up and

running (literally) to try and reach our
four 2021 charity targets in the 6 months
or so we had le  in the year following
lockdown relaxa on. And so, a er
signi cant involvement with Thornaby
Town Council and Thornaby Cricket Club
in staging the inaugural Thornafest
(music fes val), Borowalkers followed up
by entering 30 runners in the Great
North Run with all members comple ng
the course and raising money for
respec ve chari es. A truly magni cent
achievement. 
Later in the year  Friday 26th November 
Borowalkers will hand over cheques to
our four chosen chari es at a special
occasion at the Riverside Stadium. Ex Boro
stars Neil Maddison and John Hendrie will
be our guests along with World Darts
Champion, local lad, Glen Durrant.

Entertainment will be provided by
Brassneck with a number of other super
a rac ons. Because of the charitable
nature of the event, ckets are available
at £20 per person or £200 for a table
sea ng ten people. All money raised from
this event will go directly to the Teesside
Salva on Army Christmas Toy Appeal. To
reserve a seat/table, contact us at:
borowalkers@gmail.com. We an cipate a
good turnout, so please book early.
In the eight years or so since Borowalkers
incep on, the dedicated group has raised
nearly £200,000 and provided funds to an
es mated sixty chari es and community
groups. Not bad for a group whose ini al
sole aim was to raise £200 for a local
cause. Unfortunately now however,
because of huge pressures from home life
and hec c work schedules, Borowalkers
will be winding up as a charitable
organisa on from the 1st of January 2022.

Chair, Pete Livingstone, and co founder,
Paul Randall, expressed tremendous pride
in all that Borowalkers has achieved and
told of how much pleasure all members
have felt over the years when mee ng so
many marvellous, deserving people along
the way. But now it's me to move on.  
Chair, Pete Livingstone, said: "Through
Thornaby Pride, Borowalkers and I would
like to thank everybody involved in
suppor ng our charity over the past 8
years. But friends and I will not be
disappearing en rely. No doubt other
organisa ons and causes will arise that
Borowalkers members will support. That
is in their nature. Some of us will also
con nue to support Thornaby Town
Council and play a part in organising what
will now be an annual Thornafest music
fes val to grow on the success of the rst
event, Bigger and be er, next year, Folks.
See you all then."

Borowalkers going out 
with a bang

ODD JOBS  
Household, Garden, Guttering, 
Plumbing, Painting, etc... 
No job too small 
No call out charge 
FREE QUOTE AVAILABLE 
Guaranteed Work  
No minimum charge 

Call Pete on 01642 769325 • 07812 177184 
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Harold Proctor (le ) with sister Joyce and brother Keith

As a small boy Ian Proctor was intrigued
by his Uncle Harold, a ghter pilot who

was killed in the Second World War. He
remembers standing in awe, as his Nanna
showed him the medals he had won and
photographs of him at the controls of his

ghter. He recalls wondering what he was
like and what brave deeds he had done to
get such a big shiny medal. In later life Ian,
who also served in the RAF, set about
researching his uncle’s story and this, in
much abbreviated form, is what he
discovered…
Harold was an appren ce draughtsman at
Head Wrightson, Thornaby, when war broke
out in September 1939. He lived with his
parents and younger sister and brother at
24 Havelock Street, Thornaby and probably
could have spent the war behind his
drawing board, but Harold had other ideas!
He volunteered for aircrew du es with the
RAF and was accepted for pilot training.
His horizons were further widened when he
was sent to train as a pilot at Terrell Field in
Texas. He was selected for ghter pilot
training and, back in the UK, he ew
Hurricanes at 56 Opera onal Training Unit
and on 25th March 1943 was posted to 263
Fighter Squadron at Harrowbeer, Devon.
263 was one of only two RAF Squadrons to
operate the Westland Whirlwind, twin

engined ghter bomber. Only 114 of these
aircra  were built and were considered
tricky to y, therefore only the most highly
quali ed trainee pilots were selected to y
Whirlwinds.
Harold began to learn how to master the
Whirlwind’s idiosyncrasies and on 10th May
he ew on his rst opera onal ight, a
shipping reconnaissance patrol, south of
Jersey. He nearly came to grief while
landing in a strong cross wind but got away
with it. He was learning.
On the 26th June 1943 he ew a very
di erent opera on. Harold’s sister Joyce
was a WAAF, based at RAF Silverstone. This
day was her 21st birthday and she was
summoned to the C.O’s o ce. Somewhat
apprehensive about this order, she arrived
at the appointed me, only to see her
brother’s aeroplane give an aeroba c
display. A birthday present with a
di erence!
On August 11th 1943, escorted by a Polish
Spi ire Wing, eight 263 Squadron
Whirlwinds, one own by Harold , a acked
German naval vessels with cannon re and
bombs, moored in the Aber Vrach river in
France. The a ack was successful with
several ships claimed sunk.
Harold’s war now intensi ed and he ew on
several dive bombing a acks on German

air elds in
France, gun
ba eries and
railway targets.
He was
promoted to
Flight Sergeant
during
September
1943 and on
24th October 1943 he took part in in his
most dangerous opera on yet.
The German vessel “Munsterland” was in
Cherbourg harbour, having sailed from
Japan, loaded with essen al war supplies.
The previous night the navy had tried to
sink her at sea but had failed, losing the
cruiser HMS Charybdis and the destroyer
HMS Limbourne with heavy loss of life. 263
Squadron was ordered to a ack her in the
heavily defended harbour at low level. Eight
Whirlwinds, including one own by Harold
took part in this opera on. The an aircra

re was described as a “Horizontal
hailstorm painted red” by one of the
a acking pilots. The ship was damaged but
two Whirlwinds were shot down and two
more crashed on landing
Harold was involved in two more dive
bombing a acks upon the ship without
loss. Strangely enough it was the army who

Flight Lieutenant Harold Medd Proctor DFC
Thornaby’s missing ghter pilot

263 Squadron Badge
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A portrait of Harold next to his 
aircra

263 Squadron taken a er D Day (Harold is 4th from right centre row)

nally put paid to the Munsterland.
When a emp ng to pass through the
Straits of Dover on 21 January 1944 she
was sunk by radar controlled heavy guns
of the Dover shore ba eries.
Toward the end of the year the squadron
started to convert onto Hawker
Typhoons, heavily armed ghter
bombers, which could also carry rockets.
The transi on period was not without
loss, one pilot being killed in an accident
on Christmas Eve and another on Boxing
day!
In February 1944, 263 Squadron was
declared opera onal and Harold was
commissioned as a Pilot O cer. That
month they lost ve Typhoons in ac on
.By April he appears in the squadron
records as a Flying O cer. There was a
saying in the war me RAF, “Nasty
business war  but damned good for
promo on!”
By June 1944 they were a acking naval
targets and radar sta ons in support of
the Normandy invasion and on 29th July
Harold was awarded the Dis nguished
Flying Cross. The cita on says it all. “This
o cer has par cipated in a large number
of sor es including numerous successful
a acks on enemy shipping. He has
displayed notable skill and invariably
pressed home his a acks with the
greatest determina on, o en in the face

of considerable an aircra re. He is an
extremely able sec on leader, whose ne

gh ng quali es and good judgement
have set an excellent example.”
Early in August the squadron moved to
Normandy and began suppor ng the
army, using their 20mm cannon and
rockets to devasta ng e ect against the
retrea ng Germans, par cularly in the
Falaise area. On 24th August 1944 Harold’s
luck nally ran out a er een months
on ghter/bomber opera ons. He was
part of an eight aircra  forma on
patrolling the River Seine on the look out
for retrea ng Germans. Near the town of
Quillebeouf he spo ed a paddle ferry and
led his sec on down to a ack it, despite
the heavy ak. The a ack was successful
but his aircra  was hit and went straight
in on the far bank of the river. As far as is
known he is s ll there today.  
Harold is remembered on the
Runnymede Memorial to airmen with no
known grave; the memorial to Typhoon
pilots in Noyers Bocage, Normandy;
Grange eld Grammar School War
Memorial and Thornaby Cenotaph 
which his mother visited every
Remembrance Day.
Thornaby Pride would like to thank Ian
Proctor for making this ar cle possible.
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St. Patrick’s RC Primary School

Hear elt Prayers
A warm start to September has

enabled us to get outside in the school
grounds. Our outdoor prayer space
has been put to good use as classes

spend me in the “The Croi”. Croi is an
Irish word for Heart and as St. Patrick
is our school patron, we have adopted
the word and used it for our outdoor
prayer area. This space allows us to

listen to the prayers of the heart as we
gather to think and re ect on what is

going on around us.

Out and about in Early Years
We are very proud of how we have developed our outdoor learning environment and each

summer holiday over recent years we have added a bit more to it. This summer we revamped
the Nursery outdoor learning areas. We have a new slide to enjoy as well, outdoor mud

kitchens to muster up earthly dishes and a state of the art water area where children can
explore moving water around from one place to another. An instant hit with our early learners!

Superstars make a Super Start

The new school has got o  to a ying start. There were plenty of cer cates handed out in the
rst Good News Assembly from our brand new starters to our New Year 6. Our youngest

children have se led in really well considering all of the disrup on of the last 15 months. It
was great to present the cer cates and also see the beaming proud smiles on faces.

EYFS Paralympics 
The Summer Olympics

is now a distant
memory but o en
overshadows the
achievements of

Paralympians in the
Paralympics. Nursery
pupils looked at the

success of these
athletes and how

di cult it is for them
to train and become
world beaters. Our

li le world beaters had
a go at some races

jumping on one leg to
see how di cult it can
be to compete with a

disability. 
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A warm start!
We ended July on a hot day and have started back in September
on a mini heatwave too! And there is no be er way to cool down

than to devour an ice lolly. It is great to be back in school with
friends and ge ng outside to enjoy the sunshine and our

wonderful playground. It’s good to be back! We were able to
have our whole school assemblies outside as well as gymnas cs

sessions.

Read all about it
We have been quick o  the marks in reading too! Children in

recep on have been pu ng their early wri ng skills and phonics to
the test while others have enjoyed ge ng their teeth stuck into a

good book in our ocean and jungle reading areas. We do love a
good book at St. Patrick’s.

A Sacred Moment...
We were nally in posi on to allow larger groups into St. Patrick’s
Church to celebrate First Holy Communions. Sadly for our Year 4

children, their First Holy Communion Day had been put on hold for
almost a year due to the restric ons imposed on places of worship.

Many thanks to Fr Pat O’Neill and Dan Woodgate for organising
services to keep our children and families safe so that they could

nally receive the Eucharist and celebrate!



St. Patrick’s RC Primary School

Farewell Lyn Hammill
Mrs. Lyn Hammill began her connec on with St. Patrick’s

over 40 years ago as a parent. Li le did she know then
that she would be working in the school in 2021! Lyn is a
well known gure around St. Patrick’s and the parish of

Christ the King. She has given 23 year’s service as a
teaching assistant to the school. In that me, Lyn has

worked with the most vulnerable of children giving them
hopes and dreams for their futures as well as suppor ng
many parents on their journey too. Lyn has also been a

key member of the Chaplaincy team at St. Pat’s and
Rainbow’s mentor helping children through separa on
and loss. Thank you Lyn for your friendship and service

over the years and look forward to you popping into
school for a cuppa!

A endance 100%
Despite the disrup ve year in icted by Covid, our school a endance

remained high at 97% which is an unbelievable testament to parents for
ensuring that children a ended school whenever it was possible. Almost a

third of the school were presented with 100% A endance Cer cates
which shows perseverance and a commitment to educa on and learning.

Let’s hope we can aim a li le higher this year!

In Memory of Angela Allen
In May, we sadly lost Angela Allen who
was our Finance O cer for many years

at St. Patrick’s.
Angela had an impact on everyone

whom she met and was a deeply caring
and giving person. Thornaby Food Bank

was a cause very close to Angela's
heart, so her family requested that it

would be very ng that any dona ons
from her funeral were given to them to
help support them with the great work
they are doing in the local community.

In addi on to this we also asked our
families if they could donate food to the

Thornaby Foodbank in Angela’s
memory. Her friendship, kindness and
generosity will live on in the hearts of

those she touched.
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Thornaby Food Bank
We con nue to be grateful to all who support us

with dona ons and to those who volunteer.
We have been par cularly thankful for those who
pick up and drop o  collec ons and end of day food.
These collec ons enable us to provide a variety of
food to our clients.
Dona ons can be delivered on Wednesdays between
9.30 and 11 and Thursdays between 10 and 12.
We con nue to pre pack bags as we have found this
to be both fair and e cient. Excluding the fresh fruit

and veg Family bags contain approx £21 of food in
them and Single/ couples bags about £11. This is only
possible due to the generosity of people in the
community.
We are beginning to o er tea and co ee between 12
and 1 for clients. Following health and safety
guidelines we con nue to sani se, and use PPE as
appropriate. 
Our thanks as always go to volunteers and all who
support us.

Family bags Fresh fruit and veg

End of day produce Co ee and tea at the ready!
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On 21/08/2021 Thornaby Community
Li er Project held a 12 HOUR li er

pickathon to raise money for their
project.  Despite the heavy downpours,
the day was a great success  the group
raised over £600 and lled over 70 bags
with li er from across the en re town! 
One of the volunteers from the project,
Winnie, said “ ... the li er pickathon was a
great day and even though we were

completely exhausted by the end, it was
lovely to get so much posi ve feedback
and dona ons along the way.  People
were telling us that they think the town is
so much cleaner than it was a few years
ago and they are inspired to keep their
own streets dy as they can see what a
posi ve di erence it makes”. Winnie adds
“every penny we raised will be going back
into the community to make further

improvements, for example, we will be
plan ng more owers in empty planters
around the town and dying up
overgrown areas – A MASSIVE THANK
YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS DONATED!”

Thornaby Community Li er Project
TCLP’s 12 HOUR LITTER PICKATHON – RAISING MONEY FOR OUR COMMUNITY
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Thornaby Community Li er Project
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Thornaby Community Li er Project
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Thornaby Community Li er Project

ARE YOU SICK OF SEEING LITTER WHERE
YOU LIVE? TAKE CONTROL AND HELP TO
MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
No one wants to live in a street full of
rubbish – it makes people feel depressed
and anxious. Li er just a racts more li er.
A few easy adjustments in habits can
snowball into a community e ort to make
your neighbourhood cleaner and healthier
for everyone.
If children see li er every day it becomes
‘normal’ to them and that’s not right.
Teach your children to take care of the
area where they live too.  Taking control
makes you feel be er and encourages
others too. 
Get the family involved – it’s a great way
to get the kids away from their screens to
do something posi ve together in your
own community and you’ll  meet other
likeminded people too.
It’s so easy to say it’s the council’s job to
keep the streets clean but we say it’s

everyone’s responsibility – a er all, the
council don’t make the mess!
Here are Thornaby Community Li er
Project’s TOP TIPS for keeping your
neighbourhood dy:
Start small – Either just do it on your own
or ask a few friends and neighbours to
help. Find out when the best me is –
early morning or later, a er school. You’ll
be amazed by how many people will want
to get involved. Lots of people want to do
something but they just need one person
to get it going. Everyone thinks someone
else will do it! Be that person. Don’t
overthink it – just go for it!
Safety rst – make sure you (and anyone
helping) wear gloves – it’s best if people
use their own. Thick gardening gloves are
great for protec ng hands. Don’t pick up
glass or needles – report to the council
who will remove them for you.  If kids are
ge ng involved, keep them away from
busy roads. 

Communica on – You can set up a
WhatsApp or Facebook group and add
anyone that wants to get involved – it’s
great for le ng each other know what
you are doing and for sharing photos and
inspiring each other too. 
Contact the council – Go through the Care
for Your Area team at Stockton Borough
Council and involve your local councillor.
The Council will provide you with green
rubbish bags and they might be able to
provide you with some equipment too.
They will also dispose of your li er bags
for you.
Enjoy it – don’t take it too seriously  just

t it in around your life.  Even if you can
only spare a few minutes at a me it will
make a di erence.  You’ll be amazed at
how much li er you can pick up in a short
space of me!  

TOP TIPS for keeping your neighbourhood dy

TCLP’s 9 year old volunteer, Hollie,
wanted her favourite book, “Plas c

Sucks”, signed by author Dougie Poynter
from McFly. 

TCLP posted on their social media
pla orms asking if anyone could make
Hollie’s dream come true and their pleas
were answered!  McFly were the rst
band to play at Stockton’s Globe on 6th

September and Hollie was invited along
to meet the band who each signed the
book and Hollie watched the gig too with
Mum, Rachel.  They both had an amazing

me and it was a night they will never
forget.  Big thanks to all of those who
made it happen!

DREAMS CAN COME TRUE  THE POWER OF SOCIAL MEDIA
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Thornaby Community Li er Project



71

Local Interest

Thornaby Community Li er Project

The volunteers at Thornaby Community
Li er Project say that being part of the

project not only helps to keep the town
dy but it improves their mental health

too.  The project prides itself on being
inclusive and welcomes all ages and
abili es.  The group even has several
volunteers who are nurses who specialise
in mental health.
Ma hew, a volunteer and nurse, says “being
part of the project cks all the boxes for
improving your mental health. 
Connec ng with others – connec on is
about rela ng to one and other and feeling
understood. Build new connec ons to
expand your circles  come join us, we’re a
friendly bunch.
Being Ac ve –  engaging in regular physical
ac vity is known to go hand in hand with
lower rates of depression and anxiety across
all age groups. Not everyone needs to be a

tness fana c to boost their wellness
through ac vity. Simply step outside go for a
walk or run, cycle or dance. Exercise
releases hormones that make you feel good.
The good thing about li er picking is you
can do as much or as li le to suit your level
of mobility and tness.
Taking No ce – no ce your surroundings,
be curious, catch sight of the beau ful areas
in Thornaby e.g. Li le Boy Park, Thornaby
Green and Bassleton Woods. There’s a lot of
good research to support the role nature

can play in protec ng and suppor ng our
mental health.  Li er picking is a mindful
ac vity and can help to distract your mind
from worries about work or home life.
Keep Learning – learning something new is
good for your brain and o en exci ng for
the learner. Trying something di erent e.g.
li er picking can be bene cial.   
Give – giving encapsulates many things –
from showing goodwill and generosity of
spirit to giving presents or giving up our

me. Evidence suggests that ‘giving back’ or
helping others promotes wellbeing for all
ages. Why not do something nice for a
friend, or a stranger. Thank someone. You
could even volunteer your me with us and
improve our community”.
#LetsGetTalkingAboutMentalHealth
One volunteer, Chantelle, has really
bene ed from being part of the group.
Chantelle is very shy but she loves being out
in nature and does a lot of li er picking
alone with her dog, Bailey. 
Chantelle says “ ... being part of the
Thornaby Community Li er Project has
helped me to become part of my community
– I did not want to join at rst because I was
so nervous but I was so glad when I nally
did. Everyone is friendly, suppor ve and
understanding.
Doing good for the environment and helping
the local wildlife has massive bene ts and it
makes me feel good that I’m making a

di erence to the lives of so many lovely
people too.  No one wants to live in a dirty,
li ered area so if I can help to make a
di erence then I will. 
I’ve met lots of like minded people who all
want to make a di erence in their
community and we have a lot of laughs too
– it really does make me smile.  The group
organises lots of events throughout the year
so the volunteers can get to know each
other be er and catch up with old and new
friends. 
Li er picking also helps me to get ac ve in a
fun way and the group keeps me mo vated.
I’ve also discovered lots of lovely quiet green
spaces that I didn’t know existed and this
helps me to get away and enjoy some peace
and tranquillity away from crowds”.

DOING GOOD, DOES YOU GOOD

Chantelle 
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On a Mission Community Garden
What a summer Thornaby

Communi es have had at the ‘On a
Mission Community Garden’. Mee ng new
people and coming together to bring to life
a piece of land whilst having a good old
chin wag over a cuppa! Local chari es
Cul vate Tees Valley and Li le Sprouts
Health and Wellbeing have worked hard to
create this li le haven on the corner of
Peel Street and Cromwell Terrace. The

weather was kind and the garden exploded
with own grown potatoes, beetroot,
tomatoes, and sprouts. It was great to see
children ge ng involved in the Community
Garden, helping li er picking, bug hun ng
and rock pain ng.
Together we have created a bug hotel, ate
wood red pizzas created with fresh
ingredients from the garden and come
together as a community.

Everyone is welcome, we meet every
Monday between 1pm 3pm.
We also had a very successful Picnic in the
Park event giving out 198 picnics to local
residents. The sun was shining and it was
fantas c to see so many people enjoying
themselves in Victoria Park. Look out for our
next event on 27th October. 
For more informa on and to get involved
please nd us on facebook @ThornabyCo
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Picnic in the Park
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Ba le of Britain Service

Thornaby Town Council held their rst
post Covid Ba le Of Britain Memorial

Service at the Airmans Statue on Thornaby
Road on Sunday, 12 September.
The service was led by Padre Robert Desics
from St Marks the Evangalist and St Peter ad
Vincula Churches and was a ended by both
the Town Mayor Councillor Steve Walmsley
and his wife Councillor Sylvia Walmsley,
Leader of the Thornaby Independents
Associa on.

Master Aircrewman Ian McCabe from RAF
Leeming and a former Stockton air cadet
represented the Stockton & Thornaby
Branch of the Royal Air Forces Associa on
and the Standards were carried by Roy
Smith and Ian Hindmarsh.
Following the service the congrega on
moved to Thornaby Cemetery where local
schoolchildren placed Remembrance
Crosses on the graves of the fallen.
By Ian Thompson
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For those who don’t know us, my name
is Les Hodge and my wife is Julie Hodge.

When we went into the rst lockdown, we
were both very un t and quite overweight.
We decided, whilst I was furloughed, to
take up walking and eventually started
running, ini ally running 100 yards and
within 2 weeks we were up to 5K, which
took a lot of hard work. The next step up
was to try to do 10K and we did that too.
Then, in a moment of madness, we
thought why not do the Great North Run. 

So a er 3 months of running, we entered
the Great North Run, which is a half
marathon. Unfortunately, it ended up being
a virtual event due to Covid, but we plodded
the streets of Thornaby and we were both
jiggered by the end of it. We thought we
would train hard during the winter and
enter the GNR again this year. The training
went great, running in snow and ice and
managing to no injuries. Then, on 1st May,
during my 60th Birthday celebra ons, I tore
my hamstring which took 3 months to heal
before we could run again. At this point we
didn’t think we would be taking part in the
GNR this year, but later decided to give it a
go and also take the opportunity to raise
some funds for the Trinity Holis cs Centre at
James Cook University Hospital.

So, on 12th Sept, we boarded the train at
Thornaby and headed to Newcastle. The
last me I was on a train was over 30 years
ago and I am sure it was the same carriages!
By the me we got to Stockton Sta on the
train was full leaving no room for others to
board at stops all the way to Newcastle.
When we got to Exhibi on Park, we got
ourselves changed and dropped our bags in
and got ready for the run. We were amazed
at how friendly and how well organised it all
was considering there were nearly 50,000
runners taking part. We even got a y by
from the Red Arrows!

We completed the run in 2 hours 54
minutes and managed to knock 5 mins o
our me from last year. We could have gone
faster, but we didn’t know what the hills
were going to be like later on so we kept
some in reserve. All in all, it was a fantas c
day and we have already registered our
interest to run again next year.

Les and Julie Hodge  Great North Run
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Forthcoming Events
Brought to you by Thornaby Town Council

Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 14th November 2021

10.40 at the Cenotaph
The event commences with 

a parade. Location tbc

Carols Around the Lamps
Friday 10th December 2021

6.30 at the 5 Lamps

Dates
for Your
Diary
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Useful Contacts

Thornaby Police Sta on 

Tel: 01642 326326 or 101 

Woodbridge Prac ce 

Thornaby Medical Centre, Trenchard Avenue, 

Thornaby TS17 0EE 

Tel: 01642 762636   

Appointments 01642 760185 

Thornaby and Ingleby Barwick 
Medical Group 

Health Centre, Trenchard Avenue, Thornaby TS17 0BZ 

Tel: 01642 762921 

South Thornaby Community Centre 

Haviland Road, Thornaby TS17 9JG 

Tel: 01642 358840 

Robert Atkinson Youth and  
Community Centre 

Thorntree Road, Thornaby TS17 9DF 

Tel: 01642 524589 

Thornaby Central Library 

The Pavilion, Allensway, Town Centre,  

Thornaby TS17 9EN 

Tel: 01642 528117 

Pavilion Shopping Centre 

Tel: 01642 750090 

Ac v 8 Health and Fitness 

Tel: 01642 528581 

Thirteen Group 

Tel: 0300 111 1000 

NHS Stop Smoking 

Tel: 01642 383819 www.nth.nhs.uk/stopsmoking 

Tees Credit Union 

Tel: 01642 941911 

At Your Service... 
Thornaby Town Council 
Jen Elstob, Town Clerk 
Thornaby Town Council 
Thornaby Town Hall 
Mandale Road 
Thornaby TS17 6AW 
Telephone: 01642 678652 • 07927 269211 
Email: townclerk@thornabytowncouncil.gov.uk 

Council members contact details 

MANDALE AND VICTORIA WARD 
Cllr Steve Walmsley                    Tel: 07818 584406  
Email: steve.walmsley@stockton.gov.uk 

Cllr Tina Large                             Tel: 07818 584147 
Email: na.large@stockton.gov.uk 

Cllr Luke Frost                              Tel: 07818 587067 
Email: luke.frost@stockton.gov.uk 

Cllr John Flynn                             Tel: 07428 666178 
Email: john. ynn6@gmail.com 

Cllr Sue Frost 
Email: susanfrost14@yahoo.co.uk                            

Cllr Pat Large                               Tel: 07796 196384 

Cllr Zeb Khaliq                              Tel: 07931 323031 
Email: zebearkhaliq@gmail.com 

STAINSBY HILL WARD 
Cllr Sylvia Walmsley                    Tel: 07825 582518 
Email: sylvia.walmsley@stockton.gov.uk 

Cllr Ray Godwin                           Tel: 07825 352158 
Email: ray.godwin@stockton.gov.uk 

Cllr Les Hodge                              Tel: 07976 830055 
Email: leslie.hodge@ntlworld.com 

VILLAGE WARD 
Cllr Ian Dalgarno                         Tel: 07717 727686 
Email: ian.dalgarno@stockton.gov.uk 

Cllr Mick Moore                           Tel: 07824 820775 
Email: mick.moore@stockton.gov.uk 

Cllr Glenn Eas ck                        Tel: 07507 465202 
Email: glenneas ck66@gmail.com
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For Adults

Chess Group: Every Saturday from 
10AM noon. Starts 9th October 2021.
Whatever your level as a player come along
and enjoy free chess. Improve your game or
play a regular club player. Suitable for
everyone aged 8 and over.
Group leader: Brian Whitaker

Felt poppy brooch making:
Tuesday 2nd November 10.00 12.00
Make a poppy brooch for Remembrance day.

Christmas Exploding Box Cra  session:
Tuesday 7th December 10.00 12.00
Make a decora ve Christmas gi  box.

For Children

Chess Group: Every Saturday from 
10am noon. Starts 9th October 2021.
Whatever your level as a player come along
and enjoy free chess. Improve your game or
play a regular club player. Suitable for
everyone aged 8 and over.
Group leader: Brian Whitaker

Coding Club: Saturday mornings. 
Start date to be announced.
A group for children aged 9 13 who want to
improve their coding skills in a fun and

friendly environment. Please contact the
library to be put on a wai ng list and we’ll be
in contact when we have a date to begin.

Rhyme Time: Monday mornings from 1st
November
A nursery rhyme session for pre school
children.

Halloween Crafts – 28/10/21 
(Children 3-11)
Spooky decora on making crea ng Chuba
chops ghosts and spiders, a bat garland, and
an eye wreath. All materials provided 2 3pm   

Christmas crafts – 20/12/21 
(Children 3-11)
Create a selec on of decora ons for your
tree. All materials provided. 2 3pm

Mother's Day Card Crafting 24/02/22
(Children 3-11).
Create your own Mother's Day Card. All
materials provided. 3:30 4:30 pm. 

To book for any groups or events please
enquire at the library or contact us on 
01642 528117 or email
thornaby.central.library@stockton.gov.uk

Gilmour Street Library will be holding some cra  events for children in the
coming months. Numbers are restricted to eight at each event so booking in

advance is essen al.

Halloween Decorations Crafts - 26/10/21 (Children 3-11)

Spooky decora on making crea ng Chuba chops ghosts and spiders, a bat
garland, and an eye wreath. All materials provided. 2 3pm  

Christmas crafts - 21/12/21 (Children 3-11)

Create a selec on of decora ons for your tree. All materials provided. 2 3pm 

To book a place please enquire at the library or phone on 
01642 528150 or email thornaby.library@stockton.gov.uk

Thornaby Central Library

Thornaby Library: Gilmour Street

Chess in Schools and Communi es (CSC)
is a charity dependent organisa on

established in 2009, whose main aim is to
improve children’s educa onal outcomes
by introducing them to the game of chess.
In 2017 they introduced an ini a ve to run
groups in local libraries and bring chess to
the wider community, with Teesside being
the pilot region. Following the success in
Teesside the ini a ve quickly gained
momentum and spread right around the
country.
Leader of Thornaby Central’s group, Brian
Whitaker says “The success of Chess in
libraries really took me by surprise and I had

not envisaged just how popular it would
become when we rst started back in 2018.
Covid, of course, prevented us running
sessions from March 2020, but I am pleased
to say that we will be star ng up again on
9th October.
The bene ts that chess brings to children’s
educa on and life chances are fantas c, but
please don’t think of the library groups as
being purely for children. They are open to
everyone, child, adult, beginner or master.
The only requirements are that you are aged
over 8 years old and enjoy playing chess.”
 The sessions are completely free and run
from 10AM noon every Saturday at

Thornaby Central library. To book a place
please ask at the library or phone on 
01642 528117 or
Thornaby.central.library@stockton.gov.uk

Thornaby Library: Gilmour Street has now returned
to its pre covid opening mes which are:
Monday                           9.00 1.00                 2.00 4.15
Tuesday                            9.00 1.00                 2.00 4.15
Wednesday                     9.00 1.00                 2.00 4.15
Thursday                          9.00 1.00                 2.00 4.15
Friday                               9.00 1.00                 2.00 4.00
Face coverings are no longer required for entry to
the library but we do encourage library users to wear
them. We do s ll ask library users to sani se their
hands when entering the building and the mice and
keyboards on the public computers are cleaned by
sta  a er each use.

Thornaby Central Library has
now returned to its full pre
covid opening mes which are:

Monday 8.30 – 5.00
Tuesday 8.30 – 7.00
Wednesday 8.30 – 5.00
Thursday 8.30 – 7.00
Friday 8.30 – 5.00
Saturday 9.30 – 4.00

 The library no longer closes for
lunch and we are no longer
asking library users for contact
details for Test and Trace. Face
coverings are no longer required
for entry to the library but we
do encourage library users to
wear them. As a further safety
precau on the touch screen
used when borrowing books is
sani zed regularly and computer
keyboards and mice on public
computers are cleaned a er
each use.

Events and clubs are also
returning to the library, however
we will be restric ng numbers at
these to eight so booking is
essen al.



These days most homeowners suffer from
a lack of storage space. So many precious
items that need to be kept - but where to
store it all? That’s where Yorkshire Loft
Ladders come in. 
The company, based locally, offers
homeowners the opportunity to maximise
their storage space with a loft ladder, 50 sq ft
of boarding and a light all fully fitted in less
than a day from just £277 + VAT. But it’s not
just the affordability of the package the
company offers that makes Yorkshire Loft
Ladders stand out as manager Warren

Ingleson explains: ‘Our watchwords are
Quality, Integrity and Value. Quality in the
materials that we use for all our installations
and the fact that all our loft packages are
fitted by time served trades-men so our
customers are assured of the best job.
Integrity in that we will turn up at the time
we say and make sure the house is spotless
when we leave, and Value in that we offer our
services at a price people can afford. Our
business relies on referrals and we got a huge
amount of our calls from people who have
been referred to us by our existing customers

- that simply wouldn’t happen if we didn’t
adhere to our overriding principles. 
At the end of the day the old adage that
happy customers lead to more happy
customers is true and we work hard to make
that happen for every installation we carry
out!’ 
So, if you want to make use of your loft
space, however big or small, call Warren on
0800 612 8359 and he’ll be happy to pop
round and give you a no obligation quote so
you too can make use of your loft! 

Yorkshire Lo  Ladders,
Quality You Can Trust!


