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A Christmas Message
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residents of Thornaby-on-Tees a Very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year
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Comment and News in Brief
Thornaby Academy Tour
In October, Mayor of Thornaby, Councillor
Sylvia Walmsley, and husband, Councillor
Steve Walmsley, were conducted on a
tour of Thornaby Academy by Principal,
Maryssa O'Connor, accompanied by
Deputy Principals, Clare Mason and June
Foxton. And what a delightful experience
the visit proved to be for Sylvia and Steve
who can remember the restructuring
upheaval when the Dene School was
amalgamated with Bassleton School on
this site, followed by a disastrous £3m
makeover which effectively made the
school a foreboding place of
claustrophobic, narrow corridors.
And so it was with those memories that
Sylvia and Steve stepped into a new,
spacious building that now resembles a
state-of-the- art university complex with
an electric atmosphere of belief and pride
that both staff and pupils share. The cloud
that once hung over this site has been
lifted and a new ethos of professionalism
and learning is evident in every
department where interaction between
teachers and pupils is a sure fire recipe for
educational attainment in a bright and
happy environment.
Following the visit, Sylvia said, “I just can't
believe the transformation of this school
since becoming an academy and can't
thank Maryssa, Clare and June enough for
a tour that was a real pleasure. I was a
pupil at Bassleton on this site which was a
good school, but this academy is so far
advanced in every way that it's no wonder
pupils find it a so fulfilling being a part of
something that is more than a school.
People in Thornaby should be proud of all
of our schools, but the academy deserves
special praise for where it has come from
and now where it is most definitely
going.”
Sylvia concluded by saying: “There is no
need now for parents to bus their
children out of town to be educated when
a quality school such as Thornaby
Academy is on their doorstep. I would go
so far as to say that parents from outside
of Thornaby with a puzzling, negative
perception of our town should be bussing
their offspring into Thornaby to take
advantage of what is on offer from
schools that are second to none. I can
guarantee that the experience will be
enlightening and on the evidence of our
visit can safely say that any child enrolling
at the academy will undoubtedly receive
top class education provided by a team of
truly dedicated people.”

WW1 Musical
Commemoration
A few days after their tour of
Thornaby Academy, Sylvia and
Steve were invited back to watch
pupils from a number of Thornaby
schools perform a musical
commemoration of World War 1
with emphasis on the life and
wartime exploits of Edward (Ned)
Cooper – a Stockton man with
strong Thornaby connections
whose bravery was recognise with
being awarded the Victoria Cross.
The production and musical score
was brilliant and the assembled
children sang and performed their
hearts out. What made the show
truly exceptional was to see the
sheer delight on the faces of the
cast and the buzz throughout a
packed audience of extremely
proud parents, relatives and
friends. All of which was matched
by teachers and staff from
contributing schools whose
unrestrained enthusiasm and joy
was almost tangible and
testament to the excellence that
is now the hallmark of Thornaby
schools.

Street Cleansing

Fly Tipping
On a related note to the preceding
article, people with no sense of pride or
regard for others continue to fly tip and
dump rubbish on our streets and open
spaces. These individuals or groups are
despicable and clearly less than bright.
The accompanying
photograph of an
old fridge dumped
on Allison Trainer
Park shows that
they hold nothing
sacred. What is
significant though
is that the fridge
was empty and
useless which is
probably an accurate description of the
specimen (or specimens) that left it to
blight an outstanding area.

Woodbridge Medical
Group Practice
Recent reports have highlighted
performance deficiencies in the
Woodbridge and Thornaby and
Barwick Medical Group Practice.
The Care Quality Commission
(CQC) has stated that the
practice is at 'high risk' of
providing inadequate care. As a
result of these findings, an
inspection is planned for next
year to see if concerns are being
addressed and if there is any
improvement. Hopefully the
outcome will be positive. The
people of Thornaby and Ingleby
Barwick expect and deserve the
very best health care.

In the last edition of Thornaby Pride, an
article was written about street cleansing
in Thornaby and pointed to savage cuts for
the reduction in numbers of road
sweepers to two workers expected to
cover the whole town. It was pointed out
in that article that council doesn't dump
rubbish and that street cleaners are worth
every penny that they earn cleaning up
Thornaby Referendum
litter and filth deposited by irresponsible
Arrangements for the Thornaby
fools.
Referendum on whether to separate
from Stockton or stay with that authority
Just one week after the piece was
are progressing. Mayor of Thornaby,
published, it was discovered that there is
now only one road sweeper for the whole Sylvia Walmsley, and Town Clerk, Tina
Mansell, held talks in November with
of Thornaby following yet another good
SBC Legal Director, David Bond, to discuss
worker being given the elbow. There is
the
procedure and to clarify issues
support by way of mechanical cleansing
related to a legitimate poll which will be
and other mobile staff, but Thornaby lad,
carried out early next year. What is
Dave Snowdon, probably the most
certain is that in carrying out a full postal
conscientious worker anywhere within
vote, TTC will be carrying out what many
SBC, is the only one doing the manual,
councils' and government seem reluctant
grinding stuff. It would be no surprise if
to do – and that is to hold an honest,
Dave wore out a pair of boots a week. So, inclusive referendum; trusting our people
next time you see Dave in your area, give
to make a judgement based on what they
him a pat on the back. He thoroughly
feel best for themselves and their
deserves it as well as the thanks of the
families rather than being patronised and
continually treated like imbeciles.
whole Thornaby Community.
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Comment and News in Brief
Health Service Meeting
People have been up in arms since the
story of the phantom health service
meeting at Thornaby Pavilion hit the press
with a picture of empty seats and inferred
Thornaby disinterest in health matters. Of
course Thornaby people are interested. To
suggest that we don't care – particularly
in relation to the contentious issue of
closure of North Tees and Hartlepool
Hospitals and what it will mean locally if
health chiefs persist in pressing for a
super hospital at distant Wynyard - is
simply insulting.

posture in front of assembled media. The
odds against that ever happening are
astronomical!
That aside, perhaps it's worth noting that
not everyone within the NHS believes
that big hospitals are the be all and end
all. NHS England chief, Simon Stevens,
said in May 2014: “There needs to be
new models of care built around smaller
local hospitals. In recent years the health
service has emphasised the benefits of
centralised services, but this has raised
questions about the future of the many
smaller district general hospitals across
the NHS. He concluded: "Most of western
Europe has hospitals which are able to
serve their local communities without
everything having to be centralised."

for 60 houses to be built on the cottage
and club footprint and the top pitches
bordering award winning Thornaby
Cemetery where junior teams and a
number of other sides play.
Fortunately, TTC has a policy of not
building on green wedge and parkland and
so will not support the application. SBC
has similar policies that prohibit such
development which goes against the Local
Plan and Core Policy. Also, both Sport
England and the FA have come out against
the proposal. But TTC would warn against
complacency and asks Thornaby
townspeople to make their feelings known
and join with us in opposing this highly
intrusive and unwanted proposal to build
on Teesdale Park.

Planning Application

The outcome of the sensationalist story is
that accusations are flying thick and fast
about publicity being deliberately poor to
ensure an easy ride for health chiefs
advocating the Wynyard super hospital.
And that seems plausible when
considering that mere months before a
general and local elections, not one
political incumbent or wannabe showed
thereby missing a golden opportunity to

Most people in Thornaby know about
Teesdale Park, once Head Wrightson
Social and Athletic Club and now the
home of Thornaby FC. Older folk will
know that the club and park was paid for
by subscriptions docked from the wage
packets of Head Wrightson workers and
so will also be aware of the heritage
significance of the place and the affection
in which it is held by former employees of
Heads' and Thornaby people in general.
And so no doubt Thornaby folk who
cherish our town and open spaces will be
alarmed to learn that once again a
planning application is to be submitted

Christmas Refuse and Recycling Bin Collections 2014
As usual, please put your refuse and recycling bins out by 7am on the
morning of collection.

NORMAL COLLECTION DATE
Wednesday, Dec 24 (Christmas Eve)
Thursday, Dec 25 (Christmas Day)
Friday, Dec 26 (Boxing Day)
Tuesday, Dec 30
Wednesday, Dec 31 (New Year's Eve)
Thursday, Jan 1 (New Year's Day)
Friday, Jan 2
Tuesday, Jan 6

REVISED COLLECTION DATE
Normal Collection
Saturday, Dec 27
Monday, Dec 29
Normal Collection
Normal Collection
Friday, Jan 2
Saturday, Jan 3
Normal Collections Resume

Real Christmas Tree Collections
Christmas trees will be collected on your normal collection day the week
commencing Monday, January 5. Please leave your tree next to your wheeled bin
on your normal collection day and it will be collected as refuse. If you want to
recycle your tree, please take it to the Household Waste and Recycling Centre at
Haverton Hill in Billingham.

Christmas Cards
Even Christmas cards with glitter on can be recycled using your white recycling bag.
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You can do so by writing to: Planning
Services, Municipal Buildings, Church
Road, Stockton on Tees TS18 1LD or
alternatively by e-mail to: development
services@stockton.gov.uk.

Local News
Thornaby
Town Council

Carols Around
the Lamps
People beginning to assemble for the Carol
Service at the Five Lamps a few years ago in
festive, wintry weather. Hopefully, the
weather will not be so bitter this year.
So please turn up and join in joyful
celebration of this special period and sing
your heart out. Afterwards, refreshments of
mulled wine and mince pies will be served in
The Roundel Pub opposite the Lamps.

Light a Candle
For Christmas
Christ the King Church,
Trenchard Avenue, Thornaby,
invites you to Light a Candle
for Christmas on Sunday,
December 14th, 3 - 5pm.
Come and join us, light a
candle, say a prayer, have a cup
of tea and bring your children.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 6.30pm

We will make you
most welcome

With the Salvation Army Band and St Patrick’s School Choir

THORNABY Pride
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Local News
Well known GP retires
I came to England in 1973 with a view to
training as a surgeon.
First of all, upon arrival I had a heroic
experience when I had only £3.00 in my
pocket and no-one came to meet me at
the airport and I had to make my own
way to the North of England with the help
of BOAC.

and adopting computerisation at a much
earlier stage than many other practices.
Woodbridge also became a minor surgery
provider and had an endoscopy unit for
stomach and bowel cancer which was one
of a very few in the country in the
primary care sector.
Woodbridge had worked out of the old
building, designed in 1969, and which
was unsuitable for modern day practice
and, hence, with the help of Thornaby
and Barwick Medical Group and all of the
doctors, we designed the current
Thornaby Health Centre and moved into
the new building in November 2003.

I did train as a surgeon and then I could
not get a promotion to be a consultant
and so I had to change my career.
However, before making that change, I
experimented by going to the Yemen to
work in a Dutch hospital – which I didn't
like and obviously came back to England.
In 1984 I commenced as a trainee GP in
Thornaby and settled as a GP here –
which has totalled almost 31 years of
work at Woodbridge Practice. I have
enjoyed work as a GP as it has affiliated
me with families and, in some cases, a
few generations of the same family.

Over the last 41 years there have been
several changes in the NHS. Although the
first few were pertinent only to the
administrative side, the latest have
affected the doctors. In my opinion, some
of these changes have been beneficial to
patients but a great deal of bureaucracy
has been introduced. However, the NHS
always remains a political football.

As I have been her for so long I have had
the opportunity, with my colleagues, to
bring various changes into the Practice –
such as becoming a fundholding Practice

I would like to thank all of the people of
Thornaby and Ingleby Barwick for giving
me the opportunity to serve them and I
also would like to thank all of the staff at

We will remember them
To honour the 100th Anniversary of the First World War, on
the 11th hour of the 11th day of November, shoppers in the
Pavilion Shopping Centre stood in silence as the Mayor of
Thornaby, Sylvia Walmsley, read the following in front of the
First World War Memorial:

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them,
nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them

Woodbridge Practice and all of my
Partners who have facilitated my tenure
in the Practice.
Bhadresh Contractor

BBC TVs Children in Need
Fundraiser
Thornaby Town Council has entered into the spirit of
this year's BBC TV’s Children In Need events with a ZipWire Challenge in conjunction with Wilma Edwards,
Clare Wiles and the staff of the charming Quaint and
Quirky Café and Tea Rooms in Stockton High Street.
Initiated by Cllr Tina Large, the challenge was very
successful and raised £247 to date with more pledges to
come.
The Café then played host to the BBC TV camera crew
in the evening for some well-deserved refreshments.

At exactly 11.00am, Father Mark Catherall from the Parish
of South Thornaby sounded the Last Post.
A two-minute
silence then
took place
before the
Naval Reveille
was played.
Grateful
thanks to
bugler Father
Mark
Catherall.
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Dr Contractor in his surgery
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Remembrance Sunday Parade, November 9
Thornaby Town Council thanks everyone who marched to the Cenotaph to join others assembled for the Service of
Remembrance dedicated to the brave soldiers who laid down their lives in defence of our nation. Special thanks go to
Ronnie Butterworth, Father Harry Hopkins and Sgt Major Jack Kelsey (Cleveland Army Cadets)
for their invaluable contributions to this moving, well-supported annual event.

THORNABY Pride
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Sports Special
Let there be light!
Thornaby FC has new floodlights thanks
to a grant of £20,000 from the Football
Stadia Improvement Fund, the largest
funders of non-league football in the UK.
The ground improvements were
necessary for the first team to continue
playing in the EBAC Northern League.
Councillor Sylvia Walmsley, the Mayor of
Thornaby, officially switched on the new
lights ahead of the club's 1st round cup
match against Stokesley Sports Club.
From the kick-off, it was a cracker of a
match and the home side went ahead
with a goal from Sean Davies in the fourth
minute. Stokesley came back strongly and
levelled through a goal from Wilfred
Dinsdale in the 34th minute that gave
Michael Duff in the Thornaby goal no
chance of saving. It only took Stokesley
another four minutes to go into the lead
and that's how it ended at half time.
Thornaby equalised late in the second half
when Stephen Morrison's long ball
forward fell to Richard Walker who beat
the offside trap to chip the ball over
Bowman in the Stokesley goal. Thornaby’s
confidence grew as a result and they
pushed forward for a winner but the
game ended with honours even and extra
time to play. Despite near misses from
both sides, no further goals were scored
and the game was settled on penalties
with Thornaby ending up the 8-7 winners.
Thornaby’s penalty scorers were Richard

The Mayor of Thornaby, Sylvia Walmsley,
officially switches on the floodlights
supported by (l-r) Lawrence Lyons (club
chairman), Kevin Scott from Scott Bros,
Thomas Grant (vice chairman), Steven
Wade (Football Association), and
Trevor Wing (club secretary)
Walker, Craig Winter, Kieron Edwards,
Jamie Clarke, Clayton McDonald, Jamie
Bellamy, Dennis Alderson and keeper
Michael Duff. Man of the Match was
Richard Walker.
It had been an enthralling match and a
very fitting one to grace the launch of the
new floodlights.

Upcoming Fixtures - Home and Away
Sat, 06/12/2014
Sat, 13/12/2014
Sat, 20/12/2014
Fri, 26/12/2014
Sat, 03/01/2015
Sat, 10/01/2015
Sat, 17/01/2015
Sat, 24/01/2015
Sat, 31/01/2015
Sat, 07/02/2015
Sat, 14/02/2015
Sat, 21/02/2015
Sat, 28/02/2015
Sat, 07/03/2015
Sat, 14/03/2015
Sat, 21/03/2015
Sat, 28/03/2015
Sat, 04/04/2015
Mon, 06/04/2015
Sat, 11/04/2015
Sat, 18/04/2015
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Billingham Town
Seaham Red Star
Thornaby
Thornaby
Thornaby
Thornaby
Thornaby
Alnwick Town
Thornaby
Northallerton Town

V
V
V
V
V
V
V
V
V
V

Thornaby
Thornaby
Norton & Stockton Ancients
Stokesley Sports Club
South Shields
Birtley Town
Ryton & Crawcrook Albion
Thornaby
Whickham
Thornaby

Brandon United
Thornaby
Willington
Thornaby
Hebburn Town
Thornaby
Thornaby
Stokesley Sports Club
Chester-Le-Street
Thornaby

V
V
V
V
V
V
V
V
V
V

Thornaby
Esh Winning
Thornaby
Darlington RA
Thornaby
Ryhope CW
Team Northumbria
Thornaby
Thornaby
Washington
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Over the last couple of years, the new
improvement grants have enabled the
club to refurbish its changing rooms,
install a standing area round the pitch,
improve its heating system as well as
being able to purchase other general
maintenance equipment for its Teesdale
Park home.
Thornaby FC's youth teams and a number
of local grass roots sides will also benefit
as they enjoy the increased opportunities
that the ground improvements and
facilities have to offer.
Trevor Wing, Club Secretary, Thornaby FC,
said: “Thanks to this grant from the
Football Stadia Improvement Fund, we
can look forward to completing our goal
of becoming a community club for the
benefit of all in the Thornaby area. The
club would also like to thank Dave Scott
and Scott Bros for their donations in
helping to complete the funding required
for this project.”

Bader Primary School
Sport at Bader
At Bader we believe that high quality
school sport has benefits that spread
right across the curriculum and beyond –
it develops confidence and a sense of
achievement, it teaches young people
how to rise to a challenge, and nurtures
the character and skills that will help
them get on and succeed in life. We offer
an ever increasing range of opportunities
for the pupils of our school to
participate in competitive sport.
We are proud to say that we have been
awarded the Sainsbury's School Games
Mark (Silver) This is a Government led
awards scheme launched in 2012 – a
legacy of the London Olympics – to
reward schools for their commitment to
sport. There are 3 levels, gold, silver and
bronze. The aim is to increase
participation in competitive sport and
promote health and well-being.
Now, in looking to achieve the Gold Kite
Mark, we are focusing on pupil
involvement in the planning and
organisation of sporting events. Four of
our pupils, Shaun Briggs, Ellie Cooper,
Charlie Thompson and Amelia Walsh are
being trained to do that. We hope to be
hosting sports festivals at Bader someday
soon!

The course was written by Barbara Bell, a
classicist, to help improve primary
children's understanding of language and
grammar. Twenty years on, the course is
having success worldwide in developing
children's literacy skills and love for the
Latin language, and we expect it to have
the same effect for our children here at
Bader. Mr Hayes, our Languages Lead, has
attended a training course run by Barbara
Bell herself.
Latin is often considered to be a language
which lacks relevance to the modern
world, however nothing could be further
from the truth. Two thirds of English
vocabulary has roots in Ancient Latin or
Ancient Greek. French, Spanish, Italian,
Portuguese and many of the other
Romance languages have also evolved
from Latin, and this will provide a solid
foundation for whichever language
children go on to learn in Key Stage 3.

Charlie Thompson, Bader Sports Captain

Additionally, the history and culture of the
Roman empire is something that
fascinates many children and the wealth
of stories and myths, made famous by the
Romans, is something which we believe
every child is entitled to.

We will continue to provide a broad range
of sports opportunities for all Bader
pupils. In February our Year 5 pupils are
to spend five days in Aviemore, learning
to ski and take part in other winter sport
Mountain Biking - Sam, Jack, Caleb & Mikey
activities. In January, we are welcoming
Ingleby Barwick Golf Academy coaches
into school to run an after school club.
Pupils who show an interest in golf will be
given the opportunity to visit and play at
the golf course. Groups of children have
been attending trampolining classes at
Thornaby Academy.
We welcome any approaches from local
sports clubs and organisations as we aim
to make sport provision at Bader the very
best it can be.

by Simon Feasey, Head Teacher

Mr Sherrington, Bader Sports Lead

Judo - How to throw and fall

Latin at Bader
This term, children in
Year 5 have commenced
their first studies of the
Latin language, using the
acclaimed Minimus Latin
course for younger
children.

Minimus

Cross Country, Shelby and Laila head the field

THORNABY Pride

Miss Mulligan, Bader Sports Coach
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Local Interest
Thornaby Town Hall presence?

GSI, the ghost hunting group, is a team of
paranormal Investigators that are invited to
visit locations in search of the answers to
people’s unexplained experiences. The
team includes a medium that helps to
identify names and dates, as well as lots of
equipment used to collect evidence
including voice recorders, night vision
cameras, listening devices, trigger objects
and the latest technology in the field.
As a team, it thrives on new locations and
the unexpected guests that are
discovered on these hunts. 99% of
reported sightings can be debunked and
explained away but the remaining 1% is
what keeps the team going.
Following some strange occurrences at
Thornaby Town Hall reported in the
Winter 2013 edition of Thornaby Pride
magazine, the team recently paid it a visit.
The evening started off with GSI North
East setting up its CCTV system in the
main office and placing the night vision
cameras around the building where
medium Neil Cook had picked up on
paranormal activity.
After everything was in place, spirit
medium Neil Cook opened proceedings
with a protection prayer but this was
interrupted with an unexplained bang
within the main conference room and
hearing what appeared to be footsteps
walking across the room from the Mayors
chair to a side room. This was investigated
by using the paranormal equipment which
detects electronic fluctuation in the
atmosphere as well as temperature
changes. The results of this not only gave
a high reading of static electricity but also
a drop in temperature in the area.
Other activity on the night included the
use of a spirit communication device
asking if there was any spirits in
attendance and a reply came back saying,
"Councillor Clark". It then asked how
many spirits were present and a reply
came through as "5".
When up in the clock tower area, the
medium spoke of a spirit he named as
Thomas who is believed to be an excaretaker. As he called out this name, the
night vision camera showed a small ball of
light exiting the medium’s body.
In another event, Jan, a team investigator,
sat outside a room in the upper level of
the Town Hall with the night vision
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Boundary 500
Motorcycle
Santa Ride

Some of the ghost hunters using the
equipment in the chamber of the Town Hall

camcorder. It videoed a large pulsating
white orb-like light slowly leave the room
and move right up to the camera before
pausing at the lens and then dropping out
of the shot.
In the room opposite the office entrance,
the team felt very hot and complained of
their hands being clammy/sweaty - even in
a cold building which had no heating on in
the area.
Medium Neil Cook spoke of a spirit child
who came into the building. He believed
she had been knocked over whilst playing
outside of the town hall, where she had
slipped and fallen onto the road from the
pavement. She had been brought within
the building for shelter at the time of the
accident possibly as far back as the 1930s.
FOOTNOTE: Town Clerk, Tina Mansell,
requests anyone with any knowledge of a
little girl getting knocked over outside the
town hall to please contact her on 01642
678652 or e-mail her on
townclerk@thornabytowncouncil.gov.uk.

THORNABY Pride

The Boundary 500 Motorcycle Group
is a non-profit making club
dedicated to raising funds for the
Air Ambulance and Zoe’s Place
charities.
On Saturday, November 29, over 100
bikers dressed as Santas took to the
road under police escort on the 22
mile trip from The Pavilion Shopping
Centre to Kirkleatham Hall in aid of
Zoe’s Place, a local baby hospice.
A wonderful spectacle and a great
cause!

Local Interest
Guiding opportunities
Guiding offers friendship, adventure,
confidence, independence, fun - and so
much more!
If you're five and over we have a group
ready to welcome you where you can make
new friends and take part in new
experiences. Programmes are designed to
encourage cooperation, improve
communication skills and enable girls to
learn how to make choices and decisions
about what they want to do both in guiding
and in life.
Rainbows (aged 5-7) is all about developing
self-confidence, building friendships,
learning new things and having fun.
Brownies (aged 7-10) is all about learning
new things, exploring the world around you
and getting more adventurous.
Guides (aged 10+) have a wide range of
activities at regular meetings, special events
and holidays - anything from adventure
sports to performing arts and taking part in
community action projects.

If you or your daughter would like to find
out more, we'd love to hear from you. Go to
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested.

Brownie Adventure
The 8th Thornaby Brownie pack had a great
day out at Eureka! - the National Children's
Museum in Halifax on November 8. This
amazing facility is an interactive educational
museum for children focussing on learning
through play. They gained a great insight
into places that some adults have never
experienced such as working in a bank and
in M&S as well as delivering post and
spending time in a garage and car wash.
The girls then took part in some science
experiments.
The excited party then moved up a floor
and received their very own passports
before moving on to explore the workings
of their own bodies both inside and out.
Initially they had to find out how tall they
were and how far they could step and jump.
After that they climbed into a giant mouth
and then up a giant nose before looking

8th Thornaby Brownie Pack at Eureka!
the National Children’s Museum
around an eyeball whilst being entertained
by a talking robot.
As you will gather, the girls had a great and
very informative day out. If you are a girl
aged between 7 and 10 years old and are
interested in joining the Thornaby pack for
just one evening a week, please ask your
parent/guardian to e-mail info@girlguidingcleveland.org.uk for more information/
enrolling details.

Grey Phalarope

Red Kite

Black Grouse

Red Kite

Wryneck

Thornaby’s Got Talent!
Dave Pearce, who used to live at Easton Street, Thornaby, was a
keen angler un l he decided he needed a new, more challenging
hobby. He chose photography and from the pictures he has sent
in, this was a great choice.
The ones of the Puﬃns were taken in the Farne Islands, just oﬀ
the Northumbrian coast whilst the ones of the Grey Phalarope,

Black Grouse, Wryneck, Red Kites and a very inquisi ve
Weasel/Stoat, have really captured the wonderful countryside we
have around us.
If, like Dave, you have a truly great and interes ng talent you
would like to share with other residents in future edi ons of
Thornaby Pride magazine, please contact the Town Clerk on 01642
678652 or e-mail: townclerk@thornabytowncouncil.gov.uk.

THORNABY Pride
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Domestic Appliance
Repair Service
DOMESTIC REPAIR SPECIALISTS
NEFF
BOSCH
SIEMENS
Repairs to AEG HOOVER HOTPOINT
BELLING CREDA PHILLIPS etc

Electric Cooker Repair
£25 + Parts
When contacting please mention Thornaby Pride

42 Roseberry View, Thornaby
Tel: 01642 601441 01642 823468

A genuine small family-run business with over 20 years experience - fully qualified

FREE ADVICE
FREE TEST & SURVEY
Freeview Digital TV Aerials, Phone and Broadband Sky repairs
OAP & NHS discounts, same day service
st
To ensure the be erty,
op
pr
d
an
TV
ur
yo
for

CALL MARTYN

01642 296276
07983 519196

VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES

SAME DAY SERVICE

Est 20 years

SAME DAY GLASS REPLACEMENT SERVICE
UPVC Window Replacements
Locks, Handles and Hinges replaced to UPVC Windows,
Conservatories.
Sealed Double Glazed Unit Replacements
Safety Glass (toughened or laminated)
Mirrors, Edge Polishing, Holes drilled, Leaded Glass (old & new)
Horticulture Glass
All types of glass cut, supplied and delivered
OPEN MON-FRI 8am till 12 noon then 1pm till 4.30pm

GLG Cycles
Stockists of Scott and GT Bicycles

Join our Christmas
Club Today

C. WAINE & SONS
Glazing Services Est 1982

BIKES SUPPLIED FULLY BUILT UP
61 Lanehouse Road, Thornaby TS17 8AF T: 01642 674273
Open 9.30am-5.30pm Tues- Fri; 9.30am-5pm Sat.
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MWC Aerials

Double Glazing Specialists
FREE ESTIMATES & FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
Contact Mick or Gerry on 01642 601706 or email waineandsons@hotmail.com
81 Lanehouse Road, Thornaby TS17 8AF
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St Patrick’s Catholic College
Diarised events and experiences of
motivated pupils
On September 10, the Y11 Geography
students visited Robin Hood’s Bay as part
of their controlled assessment for GCSE
Geography. The students learned a lot
from the National Park staff and had an
enjoyable and instructive day out in the
process.
On October 17, St Patrick's Catholic
College held a Creativity Day for the Y7
pupils. The concept of the day was that
students should imagine they were
marooned on a desert island and using
the four areas of ST PATS learning (i.e.
Perseverance, Awareness of self,
Teamwork and Skills. From this, the pupils
had to work out how to survive and
escape from the island. Working in pairs,
students produced a diary of their
activities and used peer assessment to
create high quality illustrations and create
a model of the raft that would enable
them to achieve freedom. All very
enjoyable as well as being most
instructive.
On November 7, the Business and
Enterprise group of St Patrick's Catholic
College attended the Thornaby Bazaar
which was held in the Central Library
within the Pavilion Shopping Centre.
Two of St Pat's students had worked
extremely hard for the six weeks prior to
the event making wooden Christmas
decorations after school. Both these
students and the staff at St Pats would
like to thank the good folk of Thornaby
for the support they gave in purchasing
decorations from St Patrick's stall.
The project gave the students a valuable
insight into the cost of purchase
materials, manufacturing techniques and
how to factor their overheads such as
stall rental etc. into working out their true
profit margin.
This obviously stood them in good stead
as the students took £188 which was
donated to CAFOD (Catholic Agency For
Overseas Development). Although the
students enjoyed the after school
activities enormously, they enjoyed
meeting and interacting with the
Thornaby community more and are really
looking forward to their next charitable
fundraising event.
On November 10, author Elizabeth Wein
spent a day in the library at St Patrick's
Catholic College. Elizabeth talked with all
Y9 students and one Y10 group about her
books 'Code Name Verity' and 'Rose
Under Fire'.
Elizabeth told students about women
pilots in WW2 and also showed them a

range of props she had collected while
researching her novels. One literary
source commented, “Harrowing and
beautifully written, Code Name Verity is a
visceral read of danger, resolve, and
survival that reveals just how far true
friends will go to save each other. The
bondage of war will never be as strong as
the bonds forged by the unforgettable
friendship in this extraordinary tale of
fortitude in the face of the ultimate evil.”
If anyone would like to learn more about
Elizabeth and her novels, visit
www.elizabethwein.com.
As always, St Patrick's Catholic College
marked Armistice Day on November 11 in
remembrance of all the service personal
that lost their lives or had been injured on
active service.
The Lower School gathered in the hall for
a short service followed by a bugler who
played the Last Post. A two minute silence
was then observed. The school choir then
sang 'Known Unto God' written by Trish
McLean, St Patrick's College music
teacher. This is a song about the fallen of
the Great War who lie in unmarked graves
and are therefore known only unto God.
Anne Frank Exhibition
The Anne Frank Trust held an exhibition in
St Patrick’s assembly hall during the
second half of November.
Several Y9 students were trained as
guides for the exhibition which was open
to the community and local schools. The
exhibition proved a huge success and
heightened awareness of the holocaust
for visitors.

Creativity Day

Author visit

Thornaby Remembrance Day

Anne Frank visit

Robin Hoods Bay
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Thornaby Bazaar
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Local News

Find your voice and use it!

The Stockton Male Voice Choir was
formed in 1948 at the request of
Alderman Lillystone, the Mayor at that
me.
It meets at Grays Road Ins tute Hall,
Stockton on Mondays between 7.30pm
and 9.30pm. Prac ces are relaxed and
enjoyable with new members being
helped by experienced singers should
they wish or be le to learn at their
own pace. Prospec ve singers don't
need to be able to read music and
there are no audi ons. The choir’s
repertoire is wide and varied with
songs from the shows, spirituals,
religious pieces and arrangements of
popular songs from ABBA to the
Beatles.
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If you enjoy singing, why not sit in at a
prac ce and see if you fancy joining
the choir like a couple of people did
from the Grangeﬁeld area last year.
They are s ll members today.
If you are interested, please call
Gordon Bean on 01642 761716 for
more details.

Great War Exhibition
There will be an exhibi on in Thornaby
Central Library from February 27 –
March 31, 2015. This will feature a
variety of stories and memorabilia
from WW1.
Visitors will be able to see how the
people and places of the Tees Valley
were aﬀected by the war.

The choir performs various concerts
throughout the year - this can be
church events, charity concerts,
re rement homes and choral fes vals.
It s ll has a strong link with the
Stockton Mayor's oﬃce, usually singing
at Mayor's Sunday and the Mayor's
Carol Service. Its next big event will be
in March 2015 when it will perform in a
Choral Spectacular at The Sage,
Gateshead, followed by another big
concert in the Bap st Tabernacle in
June 2015 to raise funds for SSAFA.

Find out for yourself what it was like to
work in a muni ons factory in
Darlington; who the brave pilots who
ﬂew from Redcar were; the horrors of
the bombardment of Hartlepool; see
Stockton’s Sergeant Edward Cooper
Victoria Cross awarded for outstanding
bravery, as well as discovering what life
at sea was like for a stoker from
Middlesbrough.

It also performs at weddings in
churches, singing the hymns with the
congrega on as well as entertaining
the congrega on whilst the register is
being signed. Then, if requested, it will
sing at the recep on too. If you know
someone who is planning a wedding,
please give the choir a men on. Its fees
are very modest. The choir will even
sing at funerals if requested.

Thornaby Town Council seeks
old photos and memorabilia for
consideration in the next edition

Special
Appeal

Please contact the Town Clerk, Tina Mansell,
for further information on 01642 678652
or email: townclerk@thornabytown
council.gov.uk
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Launch of Poppy Appeal
The Mayor of Thornaby,
Sylvia Walmsley, oﬃcially launched
the Poppy Appeal at an event that was
well a ended by ex- Servicemen and
Women. They were joined by Bikers
from Newcastle who do so much to
support the Bri sh Legion.

Local News
Learning Financial
Life Skills!

through the advantages and
disadvantages of certain savings accounts
and pension schemes.

In July, MyBnk North East delivered a
Money Twist session to 41 Y11 students
at Thornaby Academy.

Kern, 14 said, “I thought the workshop
was very engaging and good because it
gave me more of an understanding of
insurance, tax, pensions, bills and
money.”

All were moving into their final year of
schooling and the interactive session was
aimed at giving them valuable skills and
financial knowledge to help them in the
future. Topics included budgeting money,
prioritising needs and wants, savings and
pensions.
The session began with each of the group
identifying the last five items they had
purchased. The receipts were then used
to help them identify their needs and
wants. The teachers also volunteered to
write a receipt of the last items they had
purchased to allow the young adults to
assess their receipts and identify which
items they needed to buy and which
items they didn't necessarily need but
wanted.
The receipts then opened up several
debates which allowed them to begin
prioritising their needs and wants and
looking into budgeting their finances.
Ryan, 14 said “I have an understanding
about the difference of a want and need,
which will make me think twice when
spending my pocket money.”
To help the young adults learn more
about budgeting they were set a task to
help build a case study for a young lady to
save up for a holiday to Ibiza. The whole
class created a budget which would in
fact save the young lady enough money
to take her trip to Ibiza and still live the
same lifestyle.

Five Lamps is the delivery partner for
MyBnk North East and are funding
hundreds of financial and enterprise
programmes across the North East.
Please contact Jenny Donaldson on
(01642) 608316 to arrange a booking or
for more information on Five Lamps visit
www.fivelamps.org.uk

Domestic Violence
There are lots of myths surrounding
domestic abuse but the truth is that it
does affect a quarter of all women at
some time in their lives and it takes no
account of age, social class, race,
disability or lifestyle.
The abuse makes people feel isolated and
alone but there is help and support
available and Stockton Borough Council
works closely with local charity Harbour
to make sure people have somewhere to
turn.
Harbour's Chief Executive Lesley Gibson
explains: “Our priority is to give people
options; we can provide a safe place for
women and their children to live while
they decide what they want to do next or
we can provide practical and emotional
support to women and men in the
community as they decide about their
future. There is help available and no-one
should feel there is no way out, especially
at this time of year.”
Many women chose to attend the
Freedom Programme in Stockton, a
weekly session for those wanting to learn
more about domestic abuse and
particularly beneficial for women who
have experienced it themselves. It is
designed to help women to move on with
their lives, to get their confidence back
and be listened to.

Whilst creating their budgets, the class
learnt about the different household
costs and bills that most people have to
budget for as well as different types of
insurance available to help protect
themselves, their home, car and pets.
After they had finished the budgeting, the
class were shown different savings
options that could be available and the
interest rates of savings. It then looked

For advice or
assistance for
yourself, or a
friend or family
member, you can
contact Harbour
24 hours a day, 7
days a week on
03000 20 25 25. In cases of immediate
danger, always dial 999.
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A confidential Lifeline
Lifeline, Stockton's alcohol treatment
and recovery service continues to offer
a confidential service from the Robert
Atkinson Centre. Open from 10am till
2pm on Mondays and Thursdays by
appointment only, local residents can
self-refer themselves to the service on
the telephone number provided below.
Lifeline is a national charity that has
supported people from all parts of
England with drug and alcohol issues
since 1971. This year, it was successful
in securing a three year contract to
support people with alcohol issues
living in the Borough of Stockton-onTees and Thornaby. As part of this
contract, it delivers de-centralised
services in order to make it easier for
local people to take the first daunting
step towards changing their lives for the
better.
This service at The Robert Atkinson
centre is manned by staff and
volunteers with extensive experience in
supporting people affected by alcohol
issues.
If you want to know more, please call
(01642) 625980 for a confidential
appointment.

New Train Link to London
Refurbishment of Thornaby Railway
Sta on is complete and passengers now
have an ultra-modern facility to book
ckets and to wait in comfort for
respec ve trains. This comes on the back
of news that the publicly owned and
highly prosperous East Coast Mainline
service has now been priva sed with
Virgin and Stagecoach taking over in a
move that many believe was ideologically
driven. Rumours had been circulated to
the eﬀect that the French would take over
the franchise, but this seems to have
been a smokescreen to so en the blow of
priva sa on and Virgin/Stagecoach
takeover.
The good news for the travelling public
and for Thornaby in par cular is that a
new bridge from Sta on Street to Railway
terrace is complete to compliment the
sta on and that from 2020 those wishing
to travel to London will be able to do so
directly from Thornaby. TTC is conﬁdent
that these new developments will serve
to adver se our fantas c town far and
wide as well as drawing in further
investment – par cularly in and around
Thornaby Town Hall and nearby Mandale
Triangle.
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Family-owned business

NOW TAKING ORDERS
FOR CHRISTMAS
Professional Floristry serving the
community since 1998 for
Christenings, Weddings and
Funerals (home visits available)
We also provide Wedding chair covers,
sweet trolleys and Chocolate Bouquets
are our speciality
®

Discount upon production
of this advertisement on
all orders over £15

IN-STORE SANTA POST BOX
Everyone receives a
reply and a small gift
91 Lanehouse Road Tel: 01642 608600
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Health Matters, Care and Wellbeing
Woodbridge
Medical Practice
The Woodbridge Medical Prac ce has the
following health checks available to
pa ents.

§ Lung Health checks for Pa ents over 35
who are current smokers or have
stopped smoking in the last year and
are not already diagnosed with COPD
or Asthma.
§ Healthy Heart checks for pa ents aged
40 - 74 years who are not already on
any medica on for a chronic illness, eg
Heart Disease, Diabetes or Chronic
Kidney disease.
§ MMR catch-up for pa ents aged 10 or
over who are not fully immunised
against Measles, Mumps and Rubella.
§ Shingles Catch up vaccina ons for
pa ents born between 2.9.1934 1.9.1936.
§ Rou ne Shingles vaccina ons for
pa ents born between 2.9.1943 1.9.1944.
§ It is also s ll oﬀering Flu Vaccina ons
for pa ents aged 65 years and over and
pa ents who are in an at risk group,
Diabetes, Heart Disease, COPD, Stroke
and Immunosuppressed pa ents.
§ Nasal Flu vaccina ons for children aged
two, three and four years old.
For all of the above, pa ents should
contact the prac ce on 01642 352528 to
make an appointment or to obtain
further informa on.

Promoting Fitness and
Healthy Lifestyles!
Submit2Success coach, Martin
Ashton, has launched an adult
Brazilian Jujitsu healthy lifestyles
programme at Victoria Park
Community Hall on Monday evenings.
The “Drillskills” programme teaches
freestyle wrestling coached by Andy
Smith and includes technical drills and
sparring – both excellent for fitness
and weight reduction. Alex Williams
(9), a young member of the S2S team
has been outstanding over the past
few months winning several gold and
silver medals in national competitions,
only just missing out on the gold
medal at Nottingham when
competing against the world No. 1 in
an open fighting competition. Alex has
been working closely with Ralph

Presgrave, Martin Ashton and Jamie
Taylor as well as travelling to black belt
Neil Simkins' gym on a monthly basis
to become part of the national team.
The lad has shown great dedication
and he and a few other team
members are in great shape to bring
home more medals at next year’s
junior championships in Birmingham.
S2S continues to thrive and is creating
lots of local interest so if you would
like to be part of the action and are
aged between 13-19 years of age, why
not check it out for yourself with a
free training session on a Friday
evening between 5.30 and 6.30pm.
Alex Williams (age 9) pictured right

Don’t be on your own
on Christmas Day
Hillcare care and nursing homes
operates 19 homes throughout the
UK, offering local communities a
range of specialist care which
includes residential, nursing and
dedicated dementia care suites.
Its local care facilities include
Ingleby Care Home, Lamb Lane,
Ingleby Barwick; The Beeches,
Green Lane, Newtown and
Mandale House, Acklam Road,
Thornaby.
All have events and activities
planned over the festive period.
For example, Ingleby Care Home is
being visited by a local school
choir, The Beeches host the
Salvation Army Choir on December
17 and Mandale House is having a

Christmas party on December 23
complete with singing porters. This
is followed by entertainer
Samantha Holden on New Year's
Eve.
Hillcare feels that no one should be
alone on Christmas Day if they
choose not to be.
As a result, The Beeches care home
would like to invite anyone who
lives locally that are lonely and
vulnerable this Christmas to come
along to the home and enjoy a
three-course Christmas lunch filled
with entertainment on Christmas
Day. All it asks is that they make
contact with The Beeches in
advance on 01642 618818 and
make the booking to ensure its chef
makes enough for everyone.

Come and join us for some healthy exercise
Burn away the calories with varied dancing.
Whether single or with a partner, laugh and learn with a
qualified dance instructor. Sessions: £3.50 per hour

Wednesday: 11.15am - 12.15pm
Friday: 10.30am - 11.30am

£2.50
Carpet Bowls 10amMonday
- 12 noon few places available
session

ROBERT ATKINSON COMMUNITY CENTRE, THORNTREE ROAD, THORNABY
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Remember When . . .
A THORNABY BEVIN BOY
LEAVING school in December 1938 I
started work at Timothy White's and
Taylor's, the chemists, in Mandale Road.
My weekly wage was six shillings and
eight pence in old money; today's
equivalent would be about 33 pence. I
stayed there until April 1939, then I went
to Head Wrightson's foundry in Trafalgar
Street.
In 1940, after Dunkirk, the Local Defence
Volunteers (L.D.V.) were formed into a
group. I became a member and soon they
were named "The Home Guard". Our
Commanding Officer was Major Cooper,
VC., and our headquarters were in Queen
Street. When we attended for training
there were often amusing incidents, one
in particular that I recall. The sergeant
asked me to join the crew on a Black
Bombard, which was a gun with a long
barrel set on a tripod, which you had to
hump around. The sergeant said: "It's
O.K., we're going mobile." I soon found
out that "going mobile" meant pushing
the gun around on a handcart.
Head Wrightson's started to make
bombs, and because of this war work I
was deferred from being called up to
serve in the armed forces until early in
1944. Many miners had left the pits and
joined the forces, leaving a shortage in
the industry. The Minister for
Employment, Ernest Bevin, devised a
ballot to call up men and boys to take
their place, those between the ages of 18
and 25 being eligible.
I made an appeal against my call up at a
Tribunal held at the Stockton Labour
Exchange, saying that I would rather go
into the armed forces than work in the
pits, but my appeal was unsuccessful and
inevitably I had to go to a pit called
Horden Colliery in County Durham.
While I worked at the colliery I had to live
in a hostel with other men and boys who
had come from all walks of life. We
became known as Bevin Boys, and I
settled down to live the life of a miner for
the next three years. Many lads did not
take kindly to being called up and would
work only two or three days a week and
earn just enough to pay for their hostel
bill. After the initial training many were
sent on to other pits in the Durham
coalfields, but I stayed at Horden Colliery.
In the winter, when we had snow, some
of the lads became boisterous and they
would make sledges from the bunk beds.
If the nightwatchman came they would
throw him out and off they would go,
sledging down the bank which was at the
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Stories from “A Salute to Thornaby”

side of the hostel, and enjoy themselves.
Things were not too difficult for me at
Horden; at least I could get home every
weekend. Later on in the war, men who
had come out of the forces on "Class B"
release came to work in the pits, but they
were never called Bevin Boys.
The snow came with a vengeance in the
winter of 1946-47 It was the worst I can
remember: everything was frozen up and
the coal that was being mined was piled
up in the fields around the colliery as it
was impossible to move the trucks.
I was finally released from service in the
pits in October 1947, older and a lot
wiser for having been a Bevin Boy.
E. Heslop

PRAY FOR THE ‘ALL CLEAR’
1 always remember the last war and I
think how lucky we were, the times the
enemy planes were over the north-east.
We would be getting ready for bed when
the sirens would blow, and we would all
make for the shelters, each one lighting
the candles inside, then all would be still.
We could hear the drone of the enemy
planes, then the guns. Sometimes we'd
have a peep out and we could sometimes
see the plane in the searchlight - it was
scary, just like a toy in the sky - and then
we'd pray for the "All Clear".
I remember the night the landmine hit
Crossthwaite's foundry and Head
Wrightsons; luckily, no one was hurt: it
was Easter Sunday and they were on
holiday.
Another experience we had was when
Rank's Flour Mill burnt down - we were in
our beds when a policeman knocked on
all the doors to tell us we were in danger.
When we went outside it was bitterly
cold, the firemen's hoses freezing as they
fought the flames. We were told that if
the wind blew the flames a certain way, it
would hit the petrol dump and blow up
half of Thornaby. That fire lasted three
weeks.
We had ration books for different foods.
Meat was scarce and we had what we
called "10 to 1" - one piece of meat to 10
pieces of potato; or went to the fish and
chip shop for 1d penny fish and 1d chips;
or made a pan of broth from sheep's
head, tripe and onions. Cigarettes were
2d for a packet of 5 (Wild Woodbines)
but most people couldn't afford a packet
so bought one for 1d. Tobacco was 4d an
ounce. Those were the good old days,
when old people were respected, not
mugged.
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At the bottom of our street was a field
we called "Milky's Field". It was the base
for the big balloon, and when it went up
it was the sign that the red alert was on.
People would come out into the street
shouting, "Rosie's going up, get ready for
the sirens!" It's something we'll never
forget; the people had hearts of gold and
cared for one another.
Written by An Old Timer

BOMBED OUT IN THORNABY
DURING the last war I worked in
Crossthwaite's, making the cores for
bombs. At that time I lived in Walker's
Court; some of my sisters lived in the
same street, while other members of my
family lived in Wellington Street. When
the bomb was dropped onto the railway
line at the bottom of Thornaby Road, our
house was severely damaged. The blast
from the bomb also damaged the
Britannia Hotel and the fish shop. Mrs.
Pugh, who was the Air Raid Warden, was
killed. Other houses around, and some in
Wellington Street, were also damaged.
My sisters and their four children had to
stay with my mother in Garnet Road,
where they had to sleep on the floor. I
was able to rent a house in James Street
from a private landlady. The authorities
helped me by giving me some money
with which to buy a gas cooker and some
lino for floor covering.
After the trauma of losing our homes we
went back to see if there was anything
that could be salvaged from the
destruction. The only thing that we could
find intact was a photograph of my
father, lying on top of the rubble. My
brother, who had lived in Wellington
Street, found his canary still alive in the
rubble of his house; he was so overcome
that he just stood and cried with relief.
Mrs. Wesson, Silverwood Court, Thornaby

SUN STREET A.R.P. SQUAD
One of the teams standing by at a
Thornaby Rescue Station. Lorries are kept
loaded and ready for immediate service
Stories and picture courtesy of the
Remembering Thornaby Group

. . . Remembering When

D

enis Devonshire has been a resident
in Thornaby for over 40 years and he
and his wife were the ﬁrst couple to move
into Eltham Cresent.
Even since he was a lad of nine, he has
been fascinated with Thornaby
Aerodrome. The awestruck lad never, ever
dreamt that he would one day live in a
house built on the former Airﬁeld site.
This deﬁning me of his youth made a
deep impression on Denis who is s ll into
collec ng memorabilia to this day. His haul
includes an authen cated limited edi on
print of "Defender of the Skies and The
Airman Statue” of which only 200 have
ever been issued.
Denis recalls that back in August ‘79, his
eight year old son Carl and a friend found
an unexploded shell on which is now
Estate 2 in Thornaby. The lads had no idea
what it was and had been throwing it
around. Carl then proudly carried his
“prize”, thought to be an an -tank shell,
home to show his father. Denis had been
working in his garage behind this home
when his son Carl arrived and asked him
what it was. Denis quickly put it on the
grass at the back of the houses and called
the police. They arrived along with an
Army bomb disposal team from Ca erick
Barracks who safely removed the unexploded shell. A narrow escape indeed!

Denis Devonshire with some of
his memorabilia

Halifax Bomber returns to base
Celia Green has presented a pain ng of a
Halifax MK11 1942 from Squadron RAF,
Pocklington, to Denis Grub, president of
the RAF Associa on. The pain ng is by
Harold Johnson, an ex-gunner from 102
Squadron and was presented on behalf of
Mrs Pat Clay whose husband Harvey was
a nephew of the late Jim Frye , the
owner of the work.
Mr Frye was also an ex-gunner of the
102 Squadron as well as a member of the
Gold Fish Club. This exclusive club was
made up of Jim and three other airmen
who had to ditch in the sea oﬀ Germany
as their plane was on ﬁre. The team were
picked up on the shore by the Germans
and imprisoned in the Stalaglu 3
prisoner of war camp. The late Mr
Frye ’s medals are on display in the
Preston Park Museum.
Denis Grubb said, "The RAF Associa on is
very proud to accept this generous
dona on from Mrs Clay. It will take pride
of place either in the Oﬃcers Mess or in
the museum at RAF Linton-on-Ouse.”

Celia Green presen ng the picture to Denis Grubb on behalf of Mrs Pat Clay
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Thornaby Town Centre - Always Advancing!
T
hornaby’s old town centre was a typical example of 1960’s
architecture in that it was in essence mainly concrete.
However, when first built the centre was ahead of its time in
that retail and quality maisonettes were incorporated into the
structure which initially worked very well. Woolco was the
anchor store and there was an excellent range of other stores
and businesses which made the centre both attractive and
viable. Carol services were held in the bandstand in St Peter’s
Square every year, whilst The Pavilion was ground-breaking in
terms of sport and recreation and as a meeting and conference
centre. The Pavilion even boasted a creche for working parents
to leave their children whilst they earned a living (unheard of in
this area at that time) and many people will recall fountains and
pools filled with goldfish where people would throw coins into
hoping for luck.

The old centre which superseded the once bustling Mandale
Triangle was testament to Thornaby Council’s vision in
purchasing the old airfield and willingness to take a chance on

developing something exceptional. Sadly, time caught up with
the centre and it became grey and drab. Behaviour also changed
and walkways became dirty and fouled and the habitat of those
who inevitably ruin everything. Then, when the Retail Park
opened, businesses pulled out leaving shops abandoned,
derelict and boarded up with the few remaining occupied
predominately second hand or charity shops. Thankfully
however, in the early 2000s, a new breed of determined
representation came to the fore with similar vision as their
illustrious predecessors and once more demanded excellence
rather than the usual mediocrity doled out to Thornaby since
the town’s autonomy was surrendered in 1968.

Consequently, as the pictures show, a new town centre rose
from out of the dereliction which is bright, cheerful and
welcoming in contrast to the black and white photos which
ironically represent the colour of the old centre in decline.
Now, once again, Thornaby has a centre to be proud of which is
bucking national trends in terms of retail and goes from
strength to strength. The arrival of highly successful McDonalds
has not only taken the blight away from the former Tristar
Nesham site to compliment the centre, but has also been a
Godsend in bringing employment for our young people whilst
the petrol filling station draws in people to the centre to fill up
their cars and shop at top stores.
And Thornaby people are so proud of what has been achieved
and recognise that thriving Thornaby is once again living up to
its motto of ‘Always Advancing.’

Photographs above courtesy of Stockton
Library Service – www.picturestockton.co.uk
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hy look further aﬁeld when the
Pavilion Shopping Centre is your local
one-stop-shopping-centre for all your
Christmas needs. With over 30 stores,
from big brand High Street names to local
independent stores, why not explore the
Pavilion Shopping Centre this Christmas
for all your gi giving needs.
A er ﬁnding the perfect gi s for the
family or a special someone, why not
treat yourself too? Discover perfect party
pieces and accessories from Roman and
New Look and book an appointment at
hair by iKon or Jalz Hair for some preparty season pampering. Be inspired with
ideas for decora ng the home and tree
from our great choice of retailers
including Wilkos, Pound Stretcher and
Home Bargains and complete the look
with seasonal ﬁnishing touches from
Heaven Scent ﬂowers and gi s. And don't
forget the all-important Christmas dinner!
The Pavilion's food retailers including
Roberts Family Butchers, Iceland,
Cooplands and Asda have plenty of fes ve
oﬀers to help make Christmas cooking as
stress-free as possible.
A er a hard days Christmas shopping,
make sure you refuel at one of its food
retailers including Sphere Café, Subway,
Greggs and KFC before the fes vi es
begin! The Pavilion Shopping Centre is
open from 8am – 5pm Monday to
Saturday and 10am - 4pm on Sunday.
What's more you can enjoy FREE parking
for 3 hours, seven days a week. Individual
store opening mes may vary so visit
h p://www.thepavilionthornaby.co.uk/st
ores for further details.

at the Pavilion
mascots and members of the Boundary
500 bikers club dressed up in their Santa
suits and handing out fes ve sweets for
everyone to enjoy.
To see full details and photos from the
fes vi es visit the Pavilion website,
Facebook or Twi er pages.

Boundary 500
Motorcycle Santa Ride
The Boundary 500's annual Motorcycle
Santa Ride departed from The Pavilion
Shopping centre for the second me this
year. On Saturday 29th November, 160
motorcyclists dressed in Santa suits set
oﬀ on a 22 mile journey under police
escort to raise funds for Zoe's Baby
Hospice at Normanby in Cleveland.

The Wonder of Christmas!

The Santa Ride ﬁnished at Kirkleatham
Hall, Redcar raising much needed funds
for the hospice – congratula ons to all
concerned on raising so much for such a
fantas c cause!

Christmas Light Switch On
On Friday, November 28, the centre's
Christmas tree lights were turned on by
Councillor Sylvia Walmsley, Mayor of
Thornaby. The event was part of the
town's Christmas ac vi es and also
included family entertainment with the
help of pantomime characters, Christmas

The Mayor of Thornaby, Sylvia Walmsley, switches on Thornaby’s Christmas Lights
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Shape up for Christmas
If you want to start your fitness resolutions early and save
money in the process, then check out what Activ8 has on offer.
Based in the Thornaby Pavilion, the health and fitness facility is
offering full memberships starting from just £21.99 a month so
working out could cost as little as 67p per day! As a member of
Activ8 you have access to all other Activ8 fitness clubs in your
area, allowing a flexible approach to your training.
Why wait till January when you can access swimming and aqua
classes, three gyms and over 100 popular fitness classes
including Kettlebells, Pilates, Spinning and Zumba - right now?

Norma Robson and Blanche Ritchings

Rochester Court Fete
Many visitors attended the Rochester Court fete in November.
It was a very busy and enjoyable afternoon with lots of people
browsing and buying from the local craft stalls offering jewellery,
painted glass, crochet items, Kays clothes, Body Shop items,
candles and homemade jams and chutneys whilst Photo Tees
offered photographic cards and gifts. Milburn Chemist also very
generously supplied gifts for the occasion which was a great
success especially for the residents of Rochester Court.

The first class health and fitness provider is expanding even
further with brand new and imaginative regimes including
Piloxing, a non-stop cardio fusion of standing Pilates, boxing
and dance; Les Mills Body
Attack, a sports inspired cardio
workout for building strength
and stamina, and Les Mills Body
Combat, an empowering cardio
workout inspired by mixed
martial arts. No room for Gym
boredom there!
Activ8 strives to provide very
cost effective health and fitness
programmes for all, in high
quality, friendly environments.
Call (01642) 528581 or see the
Activ8 advert on page 12.

Rochester Court's
event's organiser,
Jean Bak (pictured
opposite), has been
at the retirement/
sheltered housing,
42-flat complex for
three years. She was
originally treasurer
of the Rochester
House Association
(RCA) before finding
a penchant for
organising events.
Regular events
include a lunch club,
a quiz and lucky
money draws. All
profits go towards
trips for the residents and in the last year, there have been
holidays to Scotland and Llandudno, a visit to the Coronation
Street set and Scarborough fair.
The Association also does a lot of charity work and has so far
raised £590 for Stroke Awareness, £450 for MacMillan Nurses
and £135 for the British Legion.
Jean also organises an event called Trash for Cash where old
clothes, shoes, cuddly toys etc are converted into cash. This has
helped RCA to purchase new dining room chairs for the lounge
and chairs for the foyer. Jean is quick to acknowledge the help of
all at Rochester Court stating that a lot of the success of the
events is due to everyone pulling together and that she couldn't
do it without them.

28

THORNABY Pride

MaSters Training Centre
The cold weather is here and we must not
forget our wildlife. It is a vital time to top
up the nuts and fill up the bird feeders. If
you are not already doing your bit - please
do so! Our wildlife struggles so much and
a simple bird feeder plus a bowl of water
can help so much. Remember, carrion
MaSters Training Centre wildlife detectives crows and magpies etc. like a bit of meat
have certainly taken their responsibility to sometimes so why not throw the spare
offal or bacon rind out for them? Simple
preserve and nurture wildlife very
things like a scraping of peanut butter for
seriously. Bird boxes, hedgehog houses,
bug houses and feeders are popping up all the squirrels as well as seeds and nuts
and dog food for the hedgehogs (believe
over Thornaby.
it or not, they love it), can all help animals
Even more wildlife detectives were
to survive the winter.
recruited during our day at Thornaby
All MaSters wildlife detectives will be
town centre where they raised over £100
getting
a Christmas treat so watch out for
towards the wildlife packs which were
the
postman
but remember that you must
sent to our budding David Attenboroughs.
be
taking
an
active
part - and 'IT IS ALL
As you can see from the picture, there
FREE.’
were plenty of prizes to be had including a
papier-mâché Minion full to the brim with
All at MaSters
craft goodies. MaSters mascot Ozzie was
Training Centre
star of the show and mingled with the
passing shoppers to have his photograph
wish all the
taken with them.
good folk of

Wildlife
detectives
are on the
prowl!

Anyone who has added Ozzie as a friend
on Facebook and uploaded their picture,
will automatically be entered into a prize
draw for Christmas.
Wildlife detectives received a pack of
goodies which should keep them busy
over the holidays and one of the packs is
pictured opposite (contents vary
depending on age).

Thornaby a
Happy and
Peaceful
Christmas

Thanks to Thirteen and TFM's Cash for
kids, MaSters has been able to keep this
project sustainable and it's an obvious
winning formula. Last year, Tees Valley
Community Foundation donated £1,000
and the potter's wheel MaSters bought
with it is still being used to create items
for all projects and besides - its loads of
messy fun!
Bethany Myers has won MaSters Star of
the Month competition and will be
receiving her prize and certificate very
soon. Please see the intriguing picture
above right that won her the prize.
Bethany took it of an Elephant Hawk moth
caterpillar in her own back garden. Fact:
When the elephant hawk moth is
disturbed, it swells up so its spots appear
bigger. This is a defence mechanism
nature gave it to scare off predators.
Bethany Myers is pictured with Ozzie and
her little sister at Thornaby Town Centre.
Thanks go to Oliver Westley, Pavilion
Shopping Centre manager, and everyone
else that participated on the day.
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Useful Contacts
Thornaby Police Station

At Your Service . . .

Millbank Lane, Thornaby-on-Tees, TS17 0AS

Tel: 01642 302930
Opening Times
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Thornaby Town Council

9am to 5pm
12noon to 8pm
12noon to 8pm
8am to 4pm
9am to 5pm
Closed
Closed

Mrs T Mansell
Town Clerk
Thornaby Town Council
Mandale Road
Thornaby TS17 6AW
Telephone: 01642 678652
Email: townclerk@thornabytowncouncil.gov.uk

Woodbridge Practice
Thornaby Medical Centre, Trenchard Avenue,
Thornaby TS17 0EE
Tel: 01642 762636 Appointments 01642 760185

Council members contact details
Cllr Dave Kennington
19 Hurn Walk, Thornaby TS17 9EF

Thornaby and Ingleby Barwick
Medical Group

Cllr Glenn Eastick
48 Wensleydale Gardens, Thornaby TS17 9BP
glenneastick@tiscali.co.uk
07739 593132

Health Centre, Trenchard Avenue,
Thornaby TS17 0BZ
Tel: 01642 762921

South Thornaby Community Centre
Haviland Road, Thornaby TS17 9JG
Tel: 01642 358840

Cllr Zeb Khaliq
118 Acklam Road, Thornaby TS17 7JR

Thornaby Central Library
The Pavilion, Allensway, Town Centre, Thornaby TS17 9EN
Tel: 01642 528117

Activ 8 Health and Fitness
Tel: 01642 528581

Tristar Homes
Tel: 0300 1111000

Tees Valley Housing
Tel: 0800 0461600

NHS Stop Smoking
Tel: 01642 383819 www.nth.nhs.uk/stopsmoking
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07745 931745

Cllr Pat Large
157 Redcar Road, Thornaby TS17 8LP

Thorntree Road, Thornaby TS17 9DF
Tel: 01642 524589

Tel: 01642 750090

Cllr Mick Moore
mick.moore@stockton.gov.uk
Cllr Mick Trainer
Please contact Thornaby Town Council

Robert Atkinson Youth and
Community Centre

Pavilion Shopping Centre

Cllr Ian Dalgarno
59 Bader Avenue, Thornaby TS17 0EH
ian.dalgarno@stockton.gov.uk
01642 882985

01642 641790

Cllr Steve Walmsley
94 Chadderton Drive, Thornaby TS17 9QB
stephen.walmsley@stockton.gov.uk
01642 881886
Cllr Sylvia Walmsley
94 Chadderton Drive, Thornaby TS17 9QB
sylvia.walmsley@stockton.gov.uk
01642 602375
Cllr Tina Large
7 Coral Grove, Mandale Park, Thornaby TS17 8GZ
Tina.large@stockton.gov.uk
07771 896577
Cllr Corinne Moore
corinnemoore@live.co.uk
Cllr Karina Maxwell
Please contact Thornaby Town Council
Cllr Sean Gowland
Please contact Thornaby Town Council
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Lanehouse
Road Chippy
Come and try our quality fish and chips at Thornaby’s
only fish shop to be awarded the prestigious Fish and Chip Quality
Award from the National Federation of Fish Friers

NEW OPENING TIMES
Monday - Saturday Lunch: 11.15 - 2.00
Monday - Friday Evening: 3.30 - 8.30
Saturday Tea: 4.00 - 7.30

01642 647007
93 Lanehouse Road, Thornaby-on-Tees TS17 8AB
32

THORNABY Pride

