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I am truly honoured to have been 
selected to represent Thornaby on Tees 
in the county of Yorkshire as Mayor of 
Thornaby Town Council. I am 100% a 
“Thornaby Lass” having been born in 
Cheltenham Avenue more years ago 
than I care to remember and have 
lived all my life in this wonderful town. 
I have represented the people of 
Thornaby since 2007 as a Town 
Councillor and also as a Stockton 
Borough Councillor - initially for 
Mandale & Victoria Ward and
currently as Stainsby Hill Ward 
Councillor. 

I am so delighted to see the
many changes and improvements
in Thornaby that colleagues and I
have driven through in recent
years and still feel passionately 
determined to finish what we

Thornaby’s new Mayor

have started. Thornaby’s regeneration so far has been remarkable and 
achieved against all of the odds and in the face of some opposition. It is 
my ambition to see that the trend continues and that Thornaby on Tees 
remains the best town and community in the region – epitomising the 
town’s motto of ‘Onwards and Upwards’. 

It is especially poignant to be Mayor of Thornaby in 2014 as we mark the 
100 year anniversary of the start of The First World War. Many men from 
our proud town paid the ultimate price by losing their lives in service to 
King and Country whilst others came home with all manner of life-
changing injuries. And so it is fitting that we should recognise and 
commemorate their bravery and sacrifice. There are details later in this 
issue of different commemoration events that are taking place throughout 
the year at which I will be privileged to represent you all and sincerely 
hope to carry on from Councillor Tina Large who carried out the role of 
Mayor of Thornaby so fantastically last year.

Sylvia Walmsley
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POSTAL REFERENDUM - THE FUTURE 
OF THORNABY ON TEES 

The town of Thornaby on Tees was 
established by the amalgamation of the 
ancient village of Thornaby and 
expanding South Stockton (the latter 
established by order of Secretary of State 
on May 7th 1863 until Sept 28th 1886 
and whose Board refused to become part 
of Stockton). The board recognised that 
Thornaby was both spiritually and 
geographically situated on the south 
bank of the Tees in the North Riding of 
Yorkshire where traditional boundaries 
stretch from The River Tees to The Old 
River and south beyond what is now 
rapidly expanding Ingleby Barwick. 

So let's be clear. Thornaby on Tees  is not 
an estate, but one of four constituent 
towns that presently form the major part 
of the Borough of Stockton on Tees - the 
only unitary borough in the country that 
crosses traditional county boundaries 
(Yorkshire and Durham). Thornaby has 
its own town council and so by definition 
is a town. But Thornaby is exceptional 
amongst other local towns insofar as it is 
the only town in the administrative area 
of Stockton by virtue of Royal Charter 
(1892). That accolade can never be 
denied nor taken from us. Nor can our 
indomitable spirit.

Thornaby residents will be aware of a 
recent referendum carried out in Yarm 
which resulted in a conclusive vote for 
local government separation from 
Stockton and union with 
Hambleton/North Yorks. And though the 
turnout was low and so subject to some 
criticism, it was only marginally less than 
local government elections and therefore 
should not be dismissed lightly. Clearly, 
there is some dissatisfaction with 
Stockton Borough Council (SBC), but 
perhaps that has more to do with 
governance by decree and imposition 
carried out by a Leader/Cabinet system 
that lacks legitimacy and which bypasses 
council (democracy) and routinely ignores 
local opinion and community identity.  

When a delegation came to Thornaby 
Town Council with a similar proposal to 
that placed before Yarm residents for a 
referendum on local government 
structure, a discussion took place on the 
issue and agreement was reached that 
perhaps union with poor performing 
Hambleton/North Yorkshire (20 odd miles 
away) would be akin to out of the frying 
pan into the fire and therefore hardly a 
panacea for all our ills. It was also agreed 
that a referendum costing £4,000+ 

Comment and News in Brief
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without any proxy or postal votes would 
effectively disenfranchise those unable to 
make it to a polling station to register 
their vote. And so all present agreed that 
a paid postal vote would be more 
inclusive and that a joint steering group 
should be set up to ensure that all 
Thornaby residents have their say. TTC 
has pledged to do this and it will happen 
in due course.

So, let's be clear. Despite local 
government reorganisation, Thornaby on 
Tees is still in Yorkshire. That has never 
changed and will never change and so 
proposed signage denoting county 
boundaries is perhaps welcome, but not 
necessary. What may change is local 
government structure with perhaps a 
Teesside identity if we are to punch our 
weight as a region with established cities. 
Meanwhile, perhaps it is prudent to once 
again remind residents that Thornaby on 
Tees is a proud community and TTC will 
never again succumb to manipulation by 
those with selfish motives. In the 
forthcoming postal vote, Thornaby 
residents will indicate what the future of 
the town and community will be and TTC 
will strive to ensure wishes of our people 
come to fruition.

REDCAR ROAD DERELICT HOUSE 
TO BE BROUGHT BACK INTO USE

Thornaby residents will have recently 
read in the local press about a house 
on Redcar Road being brought back 
into use after years of abandonment 
and standing derelict, stinking and 
decaying. For those living near to the 
ruined structure it has been an 
embarrassing nightmare where each 
promised solution to turn the 
property around inevitably failed to 
materialise.

The report in the local press quoted a 
source stating that this property had 
been subject to a lengthy wrangle for 
over seven years. This is not entirely 
accurate. The property has been 
vandalised and vile for more than a 

dozen years as local people and their 
council representatives have tried to 
bring the owner to book, but have 
suffered disappointment after 
disappointment as the person 
responsible for this vermin infested 
ruin ran rings around the local 
authority.

So whilst latecomers now seek to 
take credit and release press 
statements on a job well done (now 
that there is some light at the end of 
the tunnel), the real champions are 
those living in close proximity to this 
blight who suffered for so long and 
good elected members who strived 
relentlessly to bring about an end to 
what was an utter disgrace.

THORNABY TOWN HALL AND OLD 
EMBASSY CLUB - LATEST

A bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund will 
soon be finalised and TTC is hopeful that 
the proposal to restore our beautiful and 
highly cherished Town Hall will be 
accepted. The bid should be completed 
and submitted in August. And whilst 
there seems to be no outward 
appearance of change to the Town Hall, 
all manner of costly internal works have 
been carried out or are in the pipeline. It 
is a long and arduous process - mainly 
because the building has been so badly 
neglected over a number of years prior to 
coming back into the ownership of the 
Thornaby Community and each step is 
carefully monitored and subject to 
approval both from Heritage Lottery and 
Historic Buildings Officer. But we are 
getting there.

Other long awaited work in this area is 
expected quite soon in respect of the 
replacement of an ageing railway bridge 
(now overdue) promised to be delivered 
by Network Rail. Also, Green Lane 
Develoment - which has exciting plans for 
the annexe of the Town Hall - has 
indicated that they should be on site in 
the near future. Further good news 
comes in the form of confirmation that 
demolition of the old Embassy Club 
(Rocket Union) will begin in July to rid the 
town of a rotting eyesore which has been 
dilapidated for so long and which has a 
recent history as a meeting place for drug 
users as well as being the repetitive 
target of arsonists. For those arriving at 
Thornaby Station, it must have been a 
constant source of dismay to view what 
must have appeared like a bomb site and 
so even demolition will be a major 
improvement.
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THORNABY COMPANY WINS CONTRACT 
FOR STREET LIGHT PROJECT

A Thornaby-based company has been 
awarded the contract to design a street 
lighting project that is set to save 
Stockton Council £18m a year.

In March, Stockton Council's Cabinet 
agreed to invest £14m in a three year 
programme to replace almost 28,000 
street lighting lanterns with modern, 
highly efficient LED lighting units.

All street lighting columns over 25-years-
old – around 8,500 in total – will also be 
replaced.

Stainton Lighting Design Services Limited 
has been appointed to plan the lighting 
replacement programme to ensure the 
Borough's streets are lit effectively.

The projected annual savings will come 
from the lower energy bills and reduced 
maintenance costs associated with the 
more efficient and reliable LED lighting.

The replacement programme will be 
delivered in-house by Stockton Council 
and is expected to get under way in July.

DESIGNS FOR NEW SCHOOL BUILDING 
TO BE UNVEILED 

Proposals for the redevelopment of a 
Thornaby primary school will be on 
display at a special drop-in session. Local 
residents, parents, carers, staff and 
students are invited to Mandale Mill 
Primary School to find out more about 
the exciting plans to rebuild the school. 

The school is to benefit from multi-million 
pound funding through the Priority 
Schools Building Programme. The new 
building will provide a first class learning 
environment for pupils and a range of 
facilities for the whole community to use. 
Anyone with an interest in the school can 
see the initial drawings at a drop-in 
session next week. It will be held at 4pm 
to 7pm on Thursday 26 June. 

There will be opportunities to see the 
plans and meet representatives from the 
school, Education Funding Authority, 
Aedas Architects and Miller Construction 
to discuss the proposals. The Priority 
Schools Building Programme is being 
delivered by the Education Funding 
Agency (EFA) who has procured Miller 
Construction to design and build the 
development. 

Acting Headteacher of Mandale Mill 
Primary School, Leanne Moore, said: “A 
new school is going to provide so many 

Comment and News in Brief

The picture above shows Caretaker, 
Rachel Dickinson (left) with Robert 
Atkinson Centre Manager, Cath Proud, 
shortly before they were made 
redundant and the centre transferred to 
Catalyst. Both Rachel and Cath have 
served the community for many years 
and Thornaby Town Council would like to 
take this opportunity to thank them both 
and wish them health, happiness and 
good fortune in the future. 

Featured above are lady dancers and 
bowlers from the centre presenting
Cath with a farewell gift and cards in 
appreciation of her friendly disposition 
and in recognition of splendid service. 
Whilst Cath is now free to get on with her 
life, it is tragic that both she and Rachel 
have been deemed surplus to require-
ments. That said, it is certain that both of 
these splendid ladies will be assets to any 
employer who takes them on.

Come and join us for some healthy exercise
Burn away the calories with varied dancing.
Whether single or with a partner, laugh and learn with a
qualified dance instructor. Sessions: £3.50 per hour

ROBERT ATKINSON COMMUNITY CENTRE, THORNTREE ROAD, THORNABY

Wednesday: 11.15am - 12.15pm

Friday: 10.30am - 11.30am

ALL AGES WELCOME!

few places availableCarpet Bowls Monday
10am - 12 noon

£2.50 sessionCarpet Bowls

opportunities for the pupils, parents staff 
and governors. This is a very exciting time 
for the Thornaby community.” 

Subject to planning approval being 
granted, it is hoped that work on the new 
school will start later in the year.

COMMUNITY BUS - EXTENDED ROUTE

Following news of further service cuts by a 
bus company - this time in the 
Cumbernauld Road/Bracknell Road area, 
Thornaby Town Council has agreed to re-
route the Thornaby Community Bus round 
this loop to pick up bus pass holders who 
are now transport deprived in respect of 
what is termed public transport. Details of 
schedules, etc, and registration can be 
made by simply telephoning 01642 
678652 or writing to: Tina Mansell, 
Thornaby Town Clerk, Thornaby Town Hall, 
Thornaby on Tees, Yorkshire, TS17 6AW. 
Alternatively, the Town Clerk can be e-
mailed at the following address: 
townclerk@thornabytowncouncil.gov.uk

ACKLAM ROAD -

A66 SLIP ROAD RAT RUN

Most people living in the residential part 
of Acklam Road adjacent to the A66 slip 
road have voiced their utter dismay at the 
rejection of a proposal to close of a 
dangerous rat run past their properties 
which allows irresponsible drivers to 
bypass lights for no realistic advantage to 
them, but to the discomfort of residents 
and anxiety of parents whose children 
play in what should be a tranquil 
residential haven.

Apparently, a decision has been arrived at 
in the confines of an office which suggests 
that because there was not 100% support 
for common sense and closure, that the 
status quo will prevail and that the 
majority of residents must continue to live 
in fear. TTC does not agree with the 
decision and will continue to lobby for 
closure. It is TTC's contention that the rat 
run - basically a design fault - serves no 
purpose whatsoever.
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MaSters Training Centre
Thanks to a £2,000 grant from Sported, 
MaSters Training has kick-started its 
Sporting MaSters project to include a 
range of activities including kayaking, 
boxing and fitness sessions. Boxing coach 
Stephen Walker has been teaching 
essential boxing skills on a weekly basis 
and participants have been training and 
sparring at the Spartans Gym in 
Middlesbrough under the watchful eye of 
owners Rob and Gary.

This has really gone down well with the 
lads who have been surprised with both 
the relaxed atmosphere and the advice 
given. In addition to encouraging the 
community to get involved in boxing, 
kayaking and fitness sessions, football 
training will recommence weather 
permitting with PCSOs James Dinsdale 
and Ben Millington.

As well as the more physically active side 
of MaSters Training Centre, an ECO-
discovery programme has been 
introduced thanks to a grant from 
Thirteen and TFMS Cash for Kids. This 
project has enabled youngsters to turn 
wildlife detectives on visits to Kielder 
Forest and National Park to study 
different species of fauna, flora and 
wildlife.

Stockton Riverside College 
praised by Ofsted Team
Following hot on the heels of Bader 
Primary School's success (see page 
24), more Ofsted praise has been 
achieved by a Thornaby-based 
education supplier.

Students and staff at Stockton 
Riverside College in Harvard Avenue, 
Thornaby are celebrating a glowing 
inspection report that improves its 
status nationwide. SRC, which 
includes Bede Sixth Form in 
Billingham, has been rated as “good 
across all areas” by education 
watchdog Ofsted.

The new grading by Ofsted said the 
college had made “rapid 
improvements” across the board in 
the last 18 months. The previous 
inspection in 2012 saw the college 
rated as “requires improvement” and 
this they have achieved big style.

Principal Phil Cook said, “As one of the 
fastest improving colleges in the 
country, Stockton Riverside College is 
at the heart of the community. We 
have excellent partnerships with local 
schools, businesses, local councils and 
our local university. It's great to see 
our students and staff getting the 
external recognition for all their hard 
work.”

Mr Cook who only took over the reins 
in February last year, puts the success 
down to the amazing students, staff 
and governors and said his next aim 
was to achieve outstanding status. 
Ofsted inspector Stewart Jackson said, 
“Learners at all levels are well 
prepared for and have very high 
standards of progression for further 
training, higher education or suitable 
employment.”

The college, which incredibly has 
10,800 students, was awarded “good 
in all areas” status with 
apprenticeship outcomes graded as 
“outstanding”. Inspectors found that 
students enjoyed their learning and 
were taught by enthusiastic teachers 
who are experts in their field. The 
report said that students at all levels 
benefited from a range of 
“outstanding opportunities” to 
progress into education and boost 
their chances of going on to find 
meaningful work.

The party even set up a night-time moth 
catcher to see how many species they 
could record and a booklet is being put 
together on all its findings. This will be 
available at the end of the year for all to 
see. To enable this project to expand, 
MaSters Training Centre is badly in need 
of its own transport and is busy fund-
raising to buy its own minibus. As a result 
of this initiative, Ozzie Owl, the MaSters  
official mascot, recently made his first 
public appearance at ASDA Thornaby 

where he gave out toys and sweets to 
local shoppers and had his photograph 
taken with willing participants.

He entertained shoppers in ASDA with 
his dancing and 
helped raise just 
over £100. Thanks 
go to ASDA for 
again accom-
modating MaSters 
Training Centre 
and if you would 
like to meet Ozzie, 
he will be in ASDA 
again on 27th July 2014. If you can help 
in any way to help raise money for a 
mini-bus or have information/skills to 
help achieve this goal, please e-mail Paul 
Chambers, MaSters project manager on 
info@masterstraining.co.uk. He will be 
delighted to hear from you.

In the last edition of Thornaby  Pride 
magazine, MaSters Training mentioned its 
involvement with the Performing Arts and 
was  asked by a theatre company to 
recreate a dinner table setting complete 
with turkey centrepiece for a stage 
production of 'The Darling Buds of May'. 
The Centre's young people created a 
platter (see pic below) using recycled 
materials, papier mâché and clay. As Pa 
Larkin would say, Perfick!

The Centre would like to place on record 
their grateful thanks to everyone that has 
helped it to flourish in the community 
with a special thank you to Matthew 
Trueman of Thirteen [formerly Tristar] for 
his ongoing support and encouragement. 
Much still has to be done (for instance, 
the allotment is in need of some urgent 
TLC) but it is getting there and deserves 
your support.

For more information regarding 
activities, free courses and how you can 
get involved, please email; 
info@masterstraining.co.uk.
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Sport Special!

New skating initiative at
Billingham Forum
Local leisure trust Tees Active, which 
manages Billingham Forum as well as 
other leisure facilities on behalf of 
Stockton Council, has received funding 
from Stockton Public Health and Sport 
England to fund an innovative project.

Called Make your Move on Mondays, this 
project targets women and girls aged 14+ 
with ice skating lessons and much more. 
Sessions include skating tuition as well as 
social time for some freestyle moves. An 
activator is present at each session to 
welcome and integrate new participants 
and will be supported by two skating 
coaches on the ice.

These free sessions at Billingham Forum 
Ice Arena will take place on Monday 
evenings between 7.30pm and 9.30pm 
and commence on June 23. Interested? 
Then make sure you register for 
membership from June 1 at the 
Billingham Forum reception.

This innovative project is funded by Sport 
England National Lottery and distributed 
by Sporta, the representative body for 
leisure and cultural trusts in the UK.

For further information on Make your 
Move on Mondays contact Allan 
McDermott on (01642) 528772 or 
Billingham Forum on (01642) 551381.

Thornaby Cricket Club
Thornaby Cricket Club has been awarded 
the English Cricket " Clubmark" and its 
facilities were further endorsed by SBC 
when it awarded the club a 5-star rating 
for its bar area and players " teas".

TCC has been on its present site since 
1905 and apart from its first eleven, it 
has seven teams of second and third X1s 
plus under-17s. 15s, 13s and 11s – all 
with coaching staff for each level.

Junior membership is just £5 a year and 
£40 for seniors. It also has a talented 
young lady playing for the club who is 
doing very well.  is Jessica Woolston
playing for the U-13 and juniors (U-17) 

with the rest of team of boys. She really 
enjoys playing cricket and has been 
picked to play for Cleveland Schools U-13. 
It is her 3rd season playing for Thornaby 
and has been selected to play for Durham 
girls under 13s team.

The club is keen to attract sponsorship 
and a variety of packages are available 
which the club would be delighted to 
reciprocate in any way it can. If this is of 
interested to you or your company 
please call Neal Toulson on 07944 634 
413 for an exploratory chat or email him 
on nealtoulson@hotmail.com

Sponsor for Thornaby 
Swimming Club
Main-Tel, a local telecoms company is 
investing in the areas future swimming 
talent.

The successful Thornaby-based business 
provides communications equipment to 
major blue chip clients locally, nationally 
and beyond. Following a recent strong 
performance, it has presented Thornaby 
Amateur Swimming Club with cheques 
totalling £3,000 to help with provision of 
equipment for training.

Carina Peebles, Chair of Thornaby ASC 
said “Maintaining standards of training 
including equipment while keeping costs 
to a minimum is vital to the continued 
success of the Club and the sponsorship 
provided by Main-Tel will go a long way 
to providing kit-bags and fins and floats 
as well as drinks-bottles for essential 
hydration in training.”

Tom Howson, Managing Director of 
Main-Tel, has had a connection with the 
TASC over a number of years as his 
children and grandchildren are members 
said, “Having had a connection with 
Thornaby ASC for a number of years, I 
have been delighted to be able to put 
something back into the Club to help it 
build upon its recent growth and we look 
forward to the Club developing local 
swimming talent that can raise the 
profile of Thornaby and the wider area”.

Submit 2 Success
Thanks to funding from the Community 
Development Fund, Tristar Homes and 
Thornaby Town Council,  six youngsters 
from the Thornaby-based Submit 2 
Success project were able to compete at 
the Brazilian Jiu jitsu British Open 
Championships in May.

Alex (9), Bailey (9), Joel (10) and Serenity 
(12) from Thornaby and Harry (15) and 
Bodack (14) from Stockton all competed 
in various weight categories fighting 
some of the UK's top BJJ practitioners of 
their age. Joel, Serenity and Harry netted 
a bronze medal each while Alex earned 
his silver medal with a Kimura arm lock 
on his opponent.

Jessica Woolston

Ralph Presgrave, S2S' organiser, said it 
had been a fantastic experience for the 
youngsters to take on such a huge 
competition at such a young age and was 
proud of each and every one of them. 

S2S is always looking for new recruits 
aged 13-19 to join the project so if you 
think you are up for the challenge and 
want to get fit, increase strength and 
train in a no-nonsense environment, 
check it out for yourself (see details 
below).

The project is based in both the Victoria 
Park Community Hall, Thornaby and the 
Myplace Youth facility in Middlesbrough 
and  any youngsters aged between 13 -19 
or their parents/guardians who 
interested In finding out more about  the 
sport of Brazilian Jiu jitsu and the 
benefits it can provide  should contact 
Ralph Presgrave on 07581 513841.

Class times are: Wednesdays 5:30 - 6:30 
at Myplace Youth facility; Fridays 5:15pm 
- 6:15pm Childrens BJJ; 6:30 - 7:45 
Submit 2 Success project for 13 -19 years 
at VPC Hall.



Love Where You Live
When McDonalds, Thornaby opened in 
January 2014, its management team 
always planned to forge permanent 
community links due to the sensitive 
nature of the restaurants positioning on 
the corner of Mitchell Avenue and 
Allensway.

As a result. Danny Hewitt, McDonalds 
business manager, contacted Thornaby 
Football Club to see if they would be 
interested in a sponsorship deal. 
Following a meeting with TFC's secretary, 
it was agreed that the fast food giant 
would sponsor the under 9's team and 
provide it with a football kit and training 
equipment. Danny was then invited to 
present the team with its new kit at the 
Riverside Football ground, home of 
Middlesbrough FC. 
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After striking up this relationship with the 
club, on one of the visits to their ground 
it was decided that the area where the 
club is situated would be perfect for a 
Love Where You Live event. The ground is 
situated within Teesdale Park, an area of 
woodland that has been blighted by litter 
and fly tipping over the years. 

Danny and his 20-strong team of staff 
and managers arranged for the event to 
be held on June 7 to pick up litter and 
remove large items of rubbish into a skip, 
In addition to the McDonalds employees 
who volunteered, the event was also 
supported by the local Mayor Sylvia 
Walmsley, Councillor Steve Walmsley, 
Thornaby FC's secretary Trevor Wing and 
several members of Thornaby under 9s 
team.     

Funky Feet offers numerous sports 
and physical activities with a mix of 
fun, games and dancing for pre-school 
children. 

NEW classes are now available in 
Thornaby on Monday 1pm – 1:45pm 
& 1:45pm – 2:30pm Riverbank 
Children’s Centre and Friday 10:15am 
– 11am & 11:00am – 11:45am High 
Flyers Children’s Centre.

Contact Leanne Oxley at Stockton 
Leisure & Sports Development on 
01642 524599 or email: leanne.oxley
@stockton.gov.uk

The event was a great success with over 
60 bin bags full of litter, a scaffold pole, 
traffic cones, old clothes, tyres and 
pallets collected and disposed of. Not 
only did the staff help with removing the 
unsightly litter, they also helped paint 
the benches and provide parasols as well 
as a bin for one of the spectator areas of 
the ground.

Appeal for more foster 
carers and adopters in 
Thornaby
Stockton Council is looking for more 
foster carers and adopters in the 
Thornaby area to support some of the 
most vulnerable children and young 
people in the area.

There are around 387 children and young 
people across the Stockton Borough who 
need to be looked after and the Council 
is encouraging people of all ages and 
backgrounds to consider fostering or 
adopting a child. 

Many people don't realise that foster 
carers and adopters can be of any age or 
sexuality, they can be single, living 
together or married, they might be 
employed or unemployed, and they may 
be a homeowner or tenant. The Council 
welcomes applications from all sections 
of the community.   

Mayor of Thornaby on Tees, Sylvia Walmsley, 
with MacDonalds staff and children preparing 

for the big litter pick.

If you think you could foster or adopt, a 
drop-in session is taking place at 
Thornaby Central Library on Tuesday, 15 
July between 11am and  2pm where 
social workers on hand to offer 
information about the process itself and 
the support available.  

For more information, contact Stockton 
Council's Child Placement team on: 
01642 526218 email: child.placement@ 
stockton.gov.uk or visit www.stockton. 
gov.uk/fosteringandadoption. 

Butterwick 
Hospice has 
arranged two 
feature
fund-raising 
events for your 
consideration.

The first is a
24-mile Big 
Butterwick Bike

Butterwick Hospice
Fund Raising Events

Ride 2014 which will take place on
Sunday 28th September.

It leaves the Elm Tree Social Club, 
Stockton, TS19 0QJ at 10.30am and the 
registration fee is £10.

For further information or a registration 
pack, please visit www.butterwick.org. 
uk/bbbr or call Steve Robson on 01642 
628930.

The second event is a fabulous Christmas 
Shopping trip to the Trafford Centre on 
Saturday, November 8. Buses will depart 
from Splash, Stockton and The Blue Bell, 
Acklam, Middlesbrough at 8.30am, 
returning from The Trafford Centre at 
5pm.

Tickets are just £19 per person and for 
more information please call Mandy 
Shields on 01642 628930.

Both events are in aid of the Butterwick 
Hospice, Stockton-on-Tees and deserve 
our support.
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World War I Centenary Special

Edward (Ned) Cooper VC
Edward (Ned) Cooper was born in Stockton in 1896 and joined 
the British Army to fight for his country against the Germans in 
WW1 when not quite 18 years old - though he did state that he 
was 19 after initially being rejected for being too young. As a 
sergeant in the 12th Battalion of the King’s Royal Rifle Corps, he 
was decorated for conspicuous military service early in the war, 
but his finest accolade was to be awarded the Victoria Cross for 
what was described as ‘the most conspicuous bravery and 
initiative in an attack’ which he single handedly carried out 
against an enemy position at Langemarck on August 16th, 1917, 
at the battle of Third Ypres - commonly known as 
Passchendaele.

With machine guns in an enemy blockhouse 250 yards away 
laying down lethal fire resulting in heavy casualties and holding 
up his battalion’s advance, Sergeant Cooper and four men 
pushed forward. When they had moved to within 150 yards or 
so, Ned ordered his men to take cover and fire at the 
blockhouse. However, it soon became apparent that shooting 
from such a distance was futile and so Sergeant Cooper seized 
the initiative and rushed forward alone and fired his revolver 
into a slit window of the blockhouse. Soon, the machine guns 
ceased firing and the Germans manning the post surrendered.
In total, Ned captured forty five men and seven machine guns - a 
magnificent feat which led to him becoming a recipient of the 
nation’s highest bravery award, the Victoria Cross. 

After the war Ned returned to Stockton and married his wife Iris 
in 1919. He returned to the Co-Op and became a manager at 
Stockton in 1938. When the Second World War came in 1939 he 
again answered his Country’s call and was commissioned as a 
major taking command of the Home Guard Unit at Thornaby. In 
peacetime Ned was keen to contribute to civic life and served as 
President of Thornaby British Legion, was active in the United 
Reformed church where he filled the positions of Sunday school 
teacher, Superintendent, Deacon and Elder. He also served the 
Thornaby community as a Justice of the Peace and President of 
the Citizens Advice Bureau in the town.

Sadly, Ned passed away in August 1985, but his memory lives on 
and his acts of bravery are now legendary. His VC is now on 
display at Preston Hall Museum in Stockton and to mark his 
heroism and the centenary of the outbreak of WW1, a stone will 
be laid in commemoration in his home town of Stockton with a 
similar tribute in Thornaby where he is held in such high esteem 
not only for his tremendous courage, but also for his humanity 
and truly remarkable spirit. 

Above: Edward Cooper, just after his VC Award
Below: with brother Arthur (left)

Iris and Edward Cooper, celebrating the unveiling of
the commemorative plaque in Stockton Library
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Anybody remotely interested in poetry, and 
indeed history, inevitably thinks of World
War 1 and the soldier poets whose 
observations so graphically and touchingly 
exposed the folly and futility of a war of 
wholesale slaughter on an industrial scale that 
simply defies comprehension. So it's 
somewhat odd, perhaps perverse, that such 
carnage and misery compels people to write 
about what was mistakenly referred to as 'The 
War to End All Wars.' 

ACCEPTABLE LOSSES
“Come on lads an' sign on 'ere,”
Was the recruiting sergeant's cry
“We don't want snivellin' cowards 
Or those afraid to fight and die.”
“Good, brave boys we need
Ready to take our good King's shillin',
No pacifists, no socialists,
Just the patriots an' the willin';
Able bodied men we want,
We need 'em by the score,
Yes, your country needs YOU,
It needs you for the war.”

“But first we have to train you
In marksmanship an' drill,
Make you into a soldier,
Prepared to shoot to kill;
So, sign up now and be a man
And 'old your 'ead up high,
It'll all be over by Christmas,
I wouldn't tell a lie.
A great adventure beckons,
It'll toughen you an' make you wiser,
So come on, join up m' lads,
Let's go an' thrash the Kaiser.”

The sergeant's words struck a chord, 
He held us in a trance, 
So me and all my mates joined up
And were speedily shipped to France;
Defenders of justice and liberty,
Avengers against the vicious Hun,
Fiercely bound and determined 
To make the blighters run;
So proud in army uniform,
With rifle, bayonet and pack,
Fearlessly embarking, unknowing, 
That many would not make it back.

Across France and into Belgium
Meandered our 'contemptible' little force,
Along worn and rutted country tracks,
On foot, in trucks and on horse!
From each and every walk of life,
Men of every occupation,
The cream of the British Empire,
The backbone of the nation;
Butchers, bakers, carpenters,
And even university dons,
Many of these were left behind
On the bloody fields of Mons.

We had never witnessed such a sight,
Thousands lay screaming or dead,
And though we Tommies fought like demons,
It was apparent we were poorly led.
But, salvaging all we could manage,
And leaving fallen comrades behind,
We carried off our wounded,

The shell-shocked, maimed and blind;
Then pulling out of Belgium
In a disciplined, organized retreat,
Fighting savage rearguard actions,
Battered, but refusing to admit defeat.

In the following years millions died,
Though we never knew what for,
Sickening, mindless carnage,
Blood-shed, guts and gore.
We fought through shell and shrapnel,
Through mustard gas and bomb,
We fought in village and wooded copse
And on a river called the Somme;
Often hand to hand fighting,
As we battled from trench to trench,
And as unburied corpses mounted up,
We had to fight the stench.

“Over the top!” screamed an officer,
“Don't break into a run.
Close up ranks and no talking,
Let's give it to the Hun!”
As men clambered over parapets
They were caught in lethal crossfire,
Their bodies slumped like slabs of meat
Hung limply on clinging barbed wire;
Explosions dismembered others,
As shells churned up the ground,
And men sheltering in craters for cover
Sank in the mire and were drowned.

On a ravaged battlefield pock-marked by shell 
holes,
It really gave our blokes the creeps,
To see mangled bodies grotesquely piled
In twisted, macabre heaps.
It seemed nothing in the inferno was sacred,
And even our elite, The Guards,
Were scythed down by murderous gunfire
For the sake of a couple of yards;
And ANZACS, blooded in Gallipoli,
Fighting further down the line,
Were obliterated in their hundreds
By a devastating exploding mine;
Whilst the enemy fared little better,
Falling like autumn leaves in each futile attack,
Or many shot by their own officers,
Their reward if they ever turned back.

To add to insanity rumours abounded
That the French were being overrun,
Reports came in that mutiny was rife
Midst the ruins of fortress Verdun;
So, when rebellious rumblings reached our 
lines,
The 'Brass' made sure they were hushed,
Rabble-rousers were quietly weeded out,
Isolated and ruthlessly crushed.
In no time at all, revolts were subdued,
They seldom, if ever, achieved much,
Caused by resentment of an officer class,
Insensitive and right out of touch!

After months of carnage the Somme front 
collapsed,
A dreadful episode of deranged inhumanity, 
But slaughter continued unabated,
As testament to mankind's insanity;
Passchendaele was another bloody abattoir
Where tragically we found to our cost, 
That once again, for no noticeable gain,

Thousands more good lads were lost.
In this bloody battle on Belgian soil
Near a town we Tommies called 'Wipers',
Hell on earth was made even worse
By trench foot, lice and snipers;
As torrential rain soaked us through
The battlefield became a vast sea of mud,
Where senseless butchery throughout the 
deluge
Transformed trenches into rivers of blood!

Long years of attrition bled all nations dry,
Still the war seemed to ebb and flow,
And though fortunes fluctuated daily,
There was no sign of a knockout blow.
But in 1917, events lent a hand,
And hopes rose that now we could win,
Unlimited manpower supplied by the Yanks 
Meant the enemy would surely give in.
Then victory was achieved, and not a day too 
soon,
Though for a generation it came too late,
Interred in countless graveyards,
Or recorded 'missing' on the Menin Gate.

For survivors though, many maimed,
They were seldom, if ever, remembered,
The gassed, the burnt, the emotionally 
scarred,
The disfigured and dismembered.
Lads once full of bravado and hope,
Before being shelled, shot and mined,
Were shipped home in their thousands,
Crippled and wearied and blind.
This, the sacrifice, so bravely made,
In a war where nobody won,
Where not a single home escaped the loss
Of a beloved father, brother or son!

Then, back home in 'a land fit for heroes',
The lucky ones found to their cost,
(Though thankful their bodies were still intact
And remembering good mates they'd lost)
That their services were no longer needed,
Contemptuously they were shunned and 
denied,
A bleak, empty future was all that lay ahead
And for this so many had died.
The scrap heap was all that beckoned
In a country they'd been proud to support,
Depression, despair and privation,
As reward for having vaingloriously fought!

Now, every year at marble cenotaphs
We lay poppies for the 'Glorious Dead',
A symbol of carnage on Flanders fields
Where so much blood was shed;
A tribute to patriotism and courage,
Though to some the sentiment is vague,
The slain were statistics, 'Acceptable Losses',
Was the verdict of Sir Douglas Haig.
But what of me and my surviving mates
When demob finally came?
Confused, we argued about what was 
achieved
And who was really to blame;
As we boarded our ship and headed home,
Saddened, clutching travel passes,
The only certainty, we all agreed,
We truly were 'Lions Led By Asses'.

Steve Walmsley - 1990
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n the Spring Edition of Thornaby IPride, we asked residents to 
share their memories of Thornaby 
with others in our area.

Published below are some 
nostalgic observations and 
poignant memories from Anthony 
Holmes detailing his childhood 
experiences during WW2 whilst 
living in Laurel Avenue.

Tribal Warfare
I'm only guessing but the battle between 
Laurel and Lilac Avenues probably 
started with a fight between two 
individuals, one from each avenue. This 
would draw the attention of other kids, 
cheering on the one from their own 
street. Soon there would be a mêlée 
which eventually split into two rival 
groups. This is conjecture, but what 
follows is known fact because I myself 
participated.

So, these two groups faced each other 
across the junction with Park Road, 
which runs between the two streets. A 
jeering and name-calling match ensued 
until someone throws a stone across into 
the enemy camp. This draws the 
inevitable retaliatory stone and so battle 
commences.

Very soon the gardens are raided for 
clods of earth, stones, pieces of wood, 
anything which can be used as a missile. 
Dustbin lids came into use as shields 
(very effective).

Lots of shouting, lots of to-ing and fro-
ing as first one side and then the other 
advanced and retreated on the tide of 
battle. Some of the combatants, hit by a 
missile, would run home bawling his 
head off. After a while the yelling, 
jeering and missile throwing subsided 
and both sides dispersed, leaving an 
awful mess of debris, stones and soil etc.

Despite all the noise and mayhem, not 
one adult raised a finger to stop us. 
Adults were conspicuous by their 
absence. I often wonder about this. We 
kids were more or less left to do just as 
we pleased. This was the case on many 
occasions. Yes, I really do wonder.

Tatie Picking
Aye! Now there's a thing to remember. 
Every year, in the autumn, schools 
would close for 'tatie picking week'. 
That's what we called it anyway. This 
was the time when we kids would go to 
the neighbouring farms to help with 
potato harvesting.

We would all troop off through 'Bazzy' 
woods to Ingleby Barwick (pronounced 
Ba-rik by the way) to find a day's work. 
Some of us, on our first day, went to 
Walton's Farm.

Now, he paid five shillings a day (25p) 
and he used a plough to unearth the 
'spuds' so that some of them were re-
buried in the process and we had to 
move the soil with our hands in order to 
find them and drop them into our 
baskets.

We only went there once because we 
learned that a neighbouring farmer, 
Ernie Franks, paid seven shillings and 
sixpence (37p) a day. A big plus was that 
he didn't use a plough. He used a 'Devil' 
device which I can best describe as being 
like spinning rakes. These spinners 
would knock the potatoes clean out of 
the ground, leaving them on the surface. 
Much easier for us to collect.

We each had a measured length of 
ground to work, paced out by the 
farmer and denoted by a stick in the 
ground. A lot of cheating went on by 
dint of surreptitiously moving the sticks 
in order to shorten your length. This 
trick was, most of the time, discovered, 
resulting in many a dispute. However, 
differences were soon forgotten as we 
gathered around the ten o'clock break 
basket. This was provided by the 
farmer's wife and might consist of 
toasted tea cake and various other 
snacks, washed down with a cup of tea. 
Then back to work till lunch time when 
we all piled into the horse-drawn carts 
which had been working all morning 
taking potatoes to the storage 'pie'. We 
were taken to the farmyard for lunch 
break.

This was a fun time. We supplied our 
own food and tea was supplied by the 
farmer. Then it was time to mess about 
and explore. The orchard was our main 
interest. The farmer was not concerned 
that we were helping ourselves to his 
fruit. Maybe he had no use for it.

Then there was the bull. We wanted to 
see the bull. We persuaded a farm-hand 
to take us to its stall. It was quite an 
experience to get close up to this huge 
beast with complete safety. I myself had 
visions of what it must be like to be 
chased across a field by this semi-wild 
animal. A boy's imagination, what price?

Time to go back to the field where we 
would work out the afternoon, at the 
end of which the farmer would go to the 
farmhouse to get the money for our 
wages. We then gathered round him to 

receive our 'seven and six' and a quota 
of spuds. Pickers were always paid at the 
end of each day's work as this was all 
some of us wanted, or could manage 
even.

Then it was time for the trek back to 
Laurel Avenue, about one mile or more, 
feeling that healthy tiredness which a 
day's unaccustomed work in the open air 
imbued, speculating on whether we go 
back on the morrow or not. Most of us 
did go back and continued to do so until 
all of the potatoes were harvested.

The Ice Breakers
One particular winter during the war, 
the streets were like skating rinks. The 
ice (maybe caused by snow melting then 
re-freezing at night) had built up to 
about ¾ of an inch or thereabouts. The 
long slides we had created on the 
roadway helped to compact it. 
Remember, there were no cars to wear it 
away.

I don't know how it started, the big 
clear-up. I can only guess that someone 
had broken the ice and lifted a piece out. 
The upshot was that another person 
joined in, found that the ice lifted easily 
if you slipped a spade under it and 
proceeded to lift another slab. Well, in 
those days, the street was always full of 
kids playing, especially when there were 
slides, but here was a new game. Soon 
there was a gang wielding spades and 
shovels, slipping the blades under the ice 
and lifting slabs of the stuff, transferring 
it to the sides of the street.

By the end of the evening there were 
two rows of ice, looking like giant slabs 
of broken toffee, lining the edges of the 
street, leaving a clear stretch of 
Macadam down the centre.

This must have been a great surprise 
and relief to delivery people with horse-
drawn vehicles. This included the milk 
girl, the coalman and a few others.

The above is just a small extract from Mr 
Holmes, who has over 70 more pages of  
fascinating insight into Thornaby’s local 
history. He is looking for someone to help 
him publish a small book and if you are 
able to help or at least point him in the 
right direction to achieve his goal, please 
call him on 01642 641496 (mornings). 
Equally, if you have some memories, a 
poem or photograph you would like to 
share with others in our town, please 
send them to Tina Mansell at Thornaby 
Town Hall or email them to 
townclerk@thornabytowncouncil.gov.org
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Thornaby Town Council invites you to a
“Celebration of Courage” and unveiling of the Plaque
Councillor Sylvia Walmsley, the Mayor of Thornaby, 

will unveil a Plaque at the Pavilion Shopping Centre to 
honour all those who served in WW1 on

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 at 11am

Order of Service:
Marching of the Standards

Welcome by Father Mark Catherall
Mrs Liz Bell, granddaughter of Edward Cooper VC 

will speak on the family's behalf
'Known unto God' written and performed by Trish 

McClean, Head of Music at St Patrick’s College
Speech and unveiling of the Plaque by the

Mayor of Thornaby
Blessing of the Plaque by Father Mark Catherall

The Dedication to be read by Mr Ronnie Butterworth
Last Post – Reveille and 2 minutes silence

National Anthem to be played by the Billingham Silver 
Band

Prayers and contemplation
Standards to march out

Service closes

InvitationInvitation InvitationInvitation
To honour those who served their country

in WW1
Thornaby Town Council invites you to a 

Service of Thanksgiving on

SUNDAY, JULY 27 at 1pm
St Patrick’s Church, Westbury Street, Thornaby

Order of Service:
Standard Parade to the altar

Welcome
Hymn

Reading by Councillor Sylvia Walmsley 
The Mayor of Thornaby 

Hymn
Councillors to read out names to

background music
'Known unto God’ written and performed

by Trish McLean
Prayers
Hymn

Blessing
Hymn

Standards to march out

For more information please contact the Town Clerk on 01642 678652
or email townclerk@ thornabytowncouncil.gov.uk

The Nation was sworn to secrecy: The 
Defence of the Realm Act of 1914 forbade 
British citizens from talking about military or 
navel matters in public or buying binoculars. 
It also outlawed talking on the phone in a 
foreign language or hailing a cab at night and 
proscribed the use of invisible ink when 
writing abroad.

Russia went sober for the war: In August 
1914, Tsar Nicholas outlawed vodka 
production, closing down 400 distilleries and 
28,000 off-licences.

George V got Britain on the wagon too: On 
April 6, 1915, the King announced that he 
would abstain from alcohol for the duration 
of the war (elsewhere, alcoholic drinks were 
watered down and pubs closed at 9.30pm). 
But no wine, beer or spirits were served in 
Royal residences until November 11, 1918, 
when an 1815 cognac was opened - by Royal 
command.

8,000,000 horses were killed on the 
Western Front: Around the same number as 
human casualties.

They shot spies at the Tower of London: 
The first execution of a German spy by firing 
squad took place on November 6, 1914 
when Hans Carl Lody met his end at the 
Tower of London. His guard noted that Lody 
‘walked as easily and unconcerned as if he 
were going to a tea party, instead of to his 
death.’ A further ten spies would be shot at 
the Tower by the end of the War.

Many Americans were pro-German: When 
the US went to war in 1917, Germans were 
the biggest ethnic community in Baltimore, 
Pittsburgh, Chicago, Detroit, Los Angeles 
and San Francisco and the frankfurter had 
been the national snack for over 20 years.

Now you see it, now you don't: On 
September 11, 1914 the lake in London St 
James’ Park was drained so that it could not 
used as a marker for German bombers.

T  he first tanks were called “landships”:
They were renamed in a n attempt to 
disguise them as a water-storage tanks.

Harry Houdini taught troops how to escape 
their captors by teaching soldiers how to 
slip out of German handcuffs.

The term “dogfight” originated during 
WW1: Pilots had to briefly turn off the 
plane’s engine so it would not stall when he 
turned quickly. When the pilot restarted his 
engine in midair, it sounded like a dog 
barking!

Bombs were dangerous but flu was deadly: 
The outbreak of Spanish Flu in Britain cost 
far more than the war itself.

British Troops were clean fighters: In 1915 
the Sunlight Soap Company produced some 
special soap for the British Tommy.

Churchill quit the Government to fight: 
Winston Churchill resigned his Government 
post on November 11, 1915 and rejoined 
the army and ended up on the Western 
Front.

Not all the top ranks were posh: Of the 
144,075 officers demobilised in May 1920, 
1016 had previously been coalminers.

Some interesting facts about WW1 you may not know . . .
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In 1892 when Thornaby became the 
Borough of Thornaby on Tees by virtue of 
Royal Charter, Charles W Littleboy was 
elected as councillor for the Westbury 
Ward. Charles was a Quaker, a religion 
wholly opposed to violence and conflict, 
and so when peace was shattered many 
years later with the beginning of what 
would be referred to as World War 1, it is 
said that he tried to persuade his sons, 
Wilfrid and Charles, not to join up, but all 
to no avail. 

Wilfrid Evelyn Littleboy answered the 
nation's call and became a lieutenant in 
the 16/Royal Warwickshire regiment in 
which he served with distinction and saw 
action with on a number of fronts. 
Tragically however, Wilfred was killed on 
the 9th of October 1917 along with 417 
battalion comrades during the attack on 
Polderhoek Chateau during what is 
familiarly called Third Ypres (Tommies - 
British soldiers - referred to it as 'Wipers'). 

The circumstances in which he was killed 
were described in a letter from a brother 
officer which read: "The Battalion had 
orders to attack Polderhoek Chateau near 
Gheluvelt which was strongly defended, 
being shell-proof (reinforced concrete) 
with a pill box on right and left. The 
ground in front was swept by machine gun 
fire. Littleboy went forward with his 
Platoon in line in the first wave. He was hit 
in the leg, but he went on and was hit 
again and killed.” Lieutenant Littleboy was 
only 21 years old when he died. 

The Colonel Commanding the 16th 
Warwicks wrote a letter of condolence to 
Lieutenant Littleboy's parents which said: 
"I cannot speak too highly of your son's 
work since he joined me. He was one of 
the best Officer's it has been my privilege 
to command, and his loss is a very great 
one both to me personally and to my 
Battalion. As you have no doubt heard, it 
was his Platoon that won the cup for the 
best Platoon in the Division and he led 
them as well in action as in the 
Competition. He was most popular with 
his men who knew they had a man fit to 
lead them and they are as grieved at his 
loss as I am. He was magnificently brave. 
He did splendidly and died in the finest 
way a man can die."  

Later a story arose that some time after 
armistice, an English lady - Lieutenant 
Littleboy's mother - knocked at the door 
of Father Delrue, a priest at the Church of 
Gheluvelt in Belgium. The lady explained 
that her son had been killed during 
fighting in the area near Polderhoek 

Chateau and that she had papers allowing 
her to look for his grave, but needed help 
in locating where he was interred. The 
priest was sympathetic and suggested that 
she come back the following day after 
morning mass.

And so, the following morning, 
accompanied by Father Delrue, an 
acquaintance called Pol Maertens and his 
helper, Henri Verstraete, the lady travelled 
to Polderhoek where amazingly they 
found her son's body buried in what is 
now known as Hooge Crater Cemetery XII 
H 4. As a measure of her gratitude, 
Wilfred's mother, on behalf of the 
Littleboy family, donated a large sum of 
money for the restoration of the Gheluvelt 
Church which now proudly displays a 
memorial bronze plaque to the memory of 
Lieutenant Wilfrid Evelyn Littleboy.  

Untold Story from WW1

Edith Cook, a 92 year old resident of 
Rochester Court Residential Home in 
Thornaby recalls a WW1 tragedy that 
happened to her mother-in-law in 1914.

Just before Christmas of that year, Mary 
Cook went through every mother's 
nightmare when Harold and Wilfred, two 
of her sons were killed on the way to 
school in the bombardment of Hartlepool 
by German cruisers within its coastal 
waters.

This left a pregnant Mary a single mother 
with two sons to bury, with three other 
children to bring up while still wondering 
about the unknown fate of her husband 
Michael who was away fighting on the 
front line.

Just two months after burying her two 
sons, Mary gave birth to a baby girl. She 
never confided or shared her grief with 
anyone about her tragedy but kept herself 
busy ensuring she kept her family 
together until the arrival back of her 
husband.

Edith married into the family in 1947 
when she married Ernest Cook when he 
safely returned home from Service in 
Africa.

By this time, her mother-in-law, Mary had 
become quite frail and moved in with the 
newly-weds. Edith then became Mary's 
full time carer and the full story emerged 
when she finally confided in her daughter-
in-law. Obviously people were very stoic 
back then.

Wilfrid Evelyn Littleboy
Wilfrid Littleboy's name is also on the war 
memorial in Saltburn by the Sea where 
Wilfred was brought up and lived before 
enlisting in the army. His father Charles 
donated money to a church in Saltburn 
and also contributed money for the 
town's war memorial. In September 
1930, as a further tribute to his son, he 
donated land in Thornaby on Tees (where 
he was once mayor) which became what 
is now Littleboy Park and where it is 
planned that a plaque will be erected by 
Thornaby Town Council to the memory of 
an extremely brave young man who laid 
down his life for his country.

Wilfrid's brother, Charles, was wounded 
in the war and rose to become a Lt. 
Colonel in the Green Howards and also 
served in the Second World War.

Edith Cook, Rochester Court Residential 
Home resident, recalls a WW1

untold story

Harold and Wilfrid Cook, who tragically 
died on the way to school in 1914

Footnote: Jack Cook, one of the surviving 
sons of Mary Cook, moved from 
Hartlepool to Thornaby.



Jalz Hair
Welcome to our stylish salon

You can see us at: www.jalz.com

Better still why not come along and meet
our friendly team for a free consultation

LATE NIGHT FRIDAY

TEL: 01642 640000
/ 750107

FAX: 01642 805804

9 St Peters House,
Pavilion Centre

Thornaby-on-Tees TS17 9FF

OFF
All haircuts upon production

of this advert

Jalz HairJalz Hair

10%10%

SAME DAY GLASS REPLACEMENT SERVICE
UPVC Window Replacements

Locks, Handles and Hinges replaced to UPVC Windows,
Conservatories.

Sealed Double Glazed Unit Replacements
Safety Glass (toughened or laminated)

Mirrors, Edge Polishing, Holes drilled, Leaded Glass (old & new)
Horticulture Glass

All types of  glass cut, supplied and delivered
OPEN MON-FRI 8am till 12 noon then 1pm till 4.30pm

C. WAINE & SONS
Glazing Services Est 1982

Double Glazing Specialists
FREE ESTIMATES & FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Contact Mick or Gerry on 01642 601706 or email waineandsons@hotmail.com

81 Lanehouse Road, Thornaby TS17 8AF

Independent Funeral Director

Michael V Rea

www.aytonfuneralservice.co.uk
aytonfs@gmail.com

A personal and dignified service arranged and conducted

with Quality, Respect and Responsibility
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St Patrick’s Catholic College

Further Education 
Opportunities
It has already been a very busy and 
exciting year for the pupils at St Patrick's 
Catholic College.

In June, a group of Y9 students visited 
Newcastle University to explore their 
aspirations of pursuing further education 
at university.

The day's activities included sessions in 
science, technology, engineering and 
maths.

St Patrick's Catholic College won the 
science session by creating a new spy 
gadget. Watch out “M”, you have some 
serious competition here. The technology 
session was more informative and the 
students were amazed to learn there are 
51,000 further education courses 
available amongst which was a David 
Beckham Course. Re-learning the art of 
dribbling perhaps?!

The engineering session concentrated on 
dentistry as a career and pupils learned 
how to make a model of a molar tooth. 
This certainly opened some eyes (or 
should that be 'mouths') of the many 
skills required to become a dentist. It's 
not just about drilling and filling!

Overall, the day was not only fun but also 
very informative too and reinforced 
pupils' views on the masses of 
opportunities available by pursuing 
further education when they leave St 
Patrick's Catholic College. Food for 
thought.

Pope Idol 2014 

St Patrick's Catholic College was strongly 
represented at 'Pope Idol', held in 
Middlesbrough's Theatre. The duo from  
St Patrick's faced strong competition 
from all the other schools in the 
Middlesbrough Diocese including one 
singer who is set to embark on a tour 
with Katherine Jenkins. St Pats duo were 
proud to be announced winners and 
received a trophy and cheques of £100. 
Additionally, the successful duo made an 
appearance on BBC Radio Tees to 
perform their winning song. The pair 
regularly contribute to school musical 
events and give encouragement to 
younger pupils.

Talent Show 

The annual St Patrick's Catholic College 
Talent Show took place to rave reviews 
from the audience. The show was 
organised by Beth Barker (Y11) and 
members of the BTEC Music Class. There 

were a record number of participants and 
the money raised was for CAFOD and the 
Lenten Charities. Each act performed 
before a live audience and a panel of 
judges to qualify for the semi final and 
final stages of the competition.

The overwhelming winner was Anastasia 
Nowak. Anastasia, a Y7 pupil, gave an 
outstanding performance of 'Let it Go' 
from Disney's 'Frozen'. Anastasia was 
selflessly coached by Ellie Devine and 
Sammy Campbell, who although 
competing in the show, generously gave 
their help and support for her to win. 

Everyone performed to an exceptionally 
high standard and next years Talent Show 
is eagerly awaited by students and staff.

MP's visit
Recently Saint Patrick’s Catholic College 
welcomed James Wharton to school. He 
talked to its young people about their 
college experiences and was keen to get 
involved in learning alongside the 
students. In the picture (below/above 
etc), he is seen learning about the 
complexities of Computer Aided Design 
(CAD) and Computer Aided Manufacture 
(CAM) with one of the Y9 students who 
was designing a wall clock with a 2D 
design programme which would be 
manufactured on the College's laser. 

Following his initial visit to St Patrick's, 
Mr Wharton said he had thoroughly 
enjoyed his visit and tour of the College 
and he would be delighted to revisit it 
again to work with the pupils and talk 
about his life as an MP and the 
democratic role of Parliament in the 
United Kingdom. St Patrick's Catholic 
College looks forward to welcoming him 
back.

Paris Trip
Thirty-five Y10 and 11 students visited 
Paris on a joint art and fact-finding 4-day 
trip to experience and savour 
French/Parisienne customs and delights.

After visiting the world famous Louvre 
Art Gallery, Musee d' Orsay and the Eiffel 
Tower, they also experienced the cuisine, 

fashion and, of course, the Gaelic lifestyle 
of Paris.

The students thoroughly enjoyed their 
brief immersion into the French lifestyle 
on this educational visit which certainly 
broadened their experience on how one 
of our European neighbours live and 
work.
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St Patrick’s Catholic College

WW1 Commemorations
St Patrick's Catholic College is proud to be 
participating in Stockton's WW1 
commemorations. Stockton's Book of 
Remembrance lists 1,245 soldiers who 
died in the Great War. In an attempt to 
reflect on this great loss and all those 
who did not return, 1,245 sunflower 
seeds were planted throughout Stockton. 
Each sunflower represents not only the 
1,245 soldiers in the Book of 
Remembrance but also all those who 
failed to return home to their loved ones. 
In August, the sunflowers will be cut 
down and a name card for each of the 
1,245 will be attached and the harvested 
flowers will be laid in the Parish Gardens 
in Stockton between Saturday 2 and 
Monday 4 August to create a Memory 
Garden. 

At 11pm on Monday 4 August, the 100th 
anniversary of the start of the Great War, 
there will be a reflective vigil for 1,245 
minutes. The vigil will end on Tuesday 5 
August and will be followed by an hour 
long community-led tribute of music, 
words and lights. St Patrick's Catholic 
College is honoured to be taking part in 
this event by growing and nurturing its 
small contribution of ten sunflowers.

WW1 Memorial 
Ten Y8 students have been taking part in 
a World War One Memorial project with 
Stockton Libraries as part of their Arts 
Award at bronze level. They attended a 
trip to watch the stage version of 'War 
Horse' at Sunderland Empire, a visit to 
the Heugh Battery in Hartlepool and 
spent a day researching WW1 soldiers in 
Stockton Reference Library. 

Over a number of weeks they have been 
creating their own war diaries and have 
added a lot of work to some 3D books 
that will be displayed in Stockton Central 
Library. They have also written letters and 
poems and have been working in 
conjunction with singer Mike McGrother 
to commemorate The Great War for the 
'Lest we Forget' event being held in the 
Library.

World War One Thanksgiving 
and Celebration of Courage 

Trish Mclean, St Patrick's Catholic College 
Music Teacher, has been asked to sing 
her World War One song 'Known Unto 
God' at two of Thornaby Town Council's 
events this summer. 

The first is a service of thanksgiving for 
those who fought in WW1 will be on 
Sunday July 27 in St Patrick's church at 
1pm. The second is a Celebration of 
Courage and the unveiling of a plaque for 
those who served in Ww1. This will be 
held at the Pavilion shops on Saturday 
August 2nd at 11am. 

The song was written by Trish following a 
visit to the WW1 Commonwealth 
Cemeteries in Northern France. The lyrics 
pay tribute to those who gave their lives 
but could not be identified, hence they 
lie in graves under the inscription 'A 
Soldier of the Great War, Known unto 
God'. Some of the words in the song are 
based on memorial tributes to soldiers 
who are identified by name, and the 
second verse relates to a specific battle 
at Beaumont Hamel when 60,000 men 
were killed or injured in action in just one 
day. 

The song was previously performed by 
the pupils of St Patrick's Catholic College 
at the official opening of the Garden of 
Remembrance in Stockton and at its own 
Remembrance Service in school. 

Memorial Service at Thornaby 
Sports and Leisure Club 

The school singing group was invited to 
take part in a Memorial Service at the 
Thornaby Sports and Leisure Club. This 
annual event is organised by Irene 
Jessop, the well-respected funeral 
director for families of her clients and 
members of the local community. The 
service this year commemorated the 
outbreak of World War One. St Patrick's 
pupils sang 'On Eagles Wings' and 
'Known Unto God'.

Maths Challenge Success
During a recent national competition, St 
Patrick's College students achieved three 
Gold, one Silver and five Bronze awards 
in this year's UKMT intermediate maths 
challenge. Approximately 1,500 of the 
top students in the competition from all 
over the country sat a follow-on 
Olympiad Round while a further 7,000 
qualified for a multiple choice Europe-
wide round.

In addition to the College's awards, Sonny 
Huggett of St Patrick's Catholic College 
received a merit certificate for his 
achievements. Well done to all concerned 
for their hard work. It is a great reflection 
on the College.

Local Business Support 
St Patrick's business partner, Marshalls of 
Eaglescliffe, has kindly agreed to build 
some raised beds for the school so that 
the students can grow plants and 
vegetables. We look forward to sampling 
the fruits of their labour!

Lourdes Pilgrimage
Nine students (three Y9 and six Y10) took 
part in the Middlesbrough Diocesan 
Pilgrimage to Lourde in May. It is the job 
of the students to attend and look after 
the wheelchair-assisted pilgrims or VIPs 
as they are affectionately known. All staff 
and students are trained in wheelchair 
safety, handling and use.

Following a twenty six hour coach 
journey, the students and staff rushed off 
to be the welcome committee for the sick 
pilgrims and their companions at the 
welcome mass.

The following morning, students met VIPs 
at the hospital and had the privilege of 
pushing them to The International Mass. 
The students were nervous about 
meeting their VIP for the first time, but 
nerves turned to laughter as the students 
and VIPs shared stories with one another.

During the five day stay, many Masses 
were celebrated and as the week 
progressed everyone enjoyed the Joy of 
Conversion, which was the theme of this 
year's pilgrimage.
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Local News

Summer at The Pavilion
Summer is coming and we can't wait to 
get the BBQs out and relax in the sun 
(fingers crossed!). With more than 30 
stores from big brand names to local 
independent stores, The Pavilion is your 
perfect one-stop destination 
with something for all the 
family.

From fashion retailers 
including New Look, Roman 
Originals (see pic) and Shoe 
Zone, to Homefair Blinds, 
Grainger Games and 
Wilko's…there really is 
something for everyone.

The Pavilion also offers daily 
essentials at affordable 
prices, from Home Bargains 
to Lidl and Pound Stretcher 
to Roberts Family Butchers. 
You can find everything you 
need for a scorching summer 
holiday, getting busy in the 
garden or a fun family BBQ.

The centre also offers a great mix of 
leisure and food outlets including Tees 
Active, KFC, Sphere Café, Subway, Greggs 
and Cooplands, so why not treat yourself 
to a tasty treat or book yourself into the 
gym?

The Pavilion Shopping Centre is open 
from 8am – 5pm Monday to Saturday and 
10am -4pm on Sunday. What's more you 
can enjoy FREE parking for 3 hours, seven 
days a week. 

The Pavilion Summer Art Trail

Join us throughout the summer holidays 
for The Pavilion Art Trail. We are teaming 
up with the library during their Mythical 
Maze Summer Reading Challenge to 
create a children's mythical art trail. We 
will be asking children to draw their 
favourite mythical creature or scene, 
which will be displayed in and around the 
shopping centre over the summer – there 
will even be prizes for the best creations! 
For more details please contact Laura 
Dean on 07738 625309 or at 
laura.dean@eu.jll.com

Silver Savers Discount Day

Don't forget, every third Thursday of the 
month senior citizens can claim exclusive 
offers at The Pavilion Shopping Centre 
(see ad opposite)! The offers can be 
redeemed by simply showing a bus pass 
or ID until Thursday 18th December. 
Stores signed up to the campaign include; 
Sphere Café, Robert's Family Butchers, 
Tees Active, Iceland and Boots.

For full details of the offers, please visit: 
http://www.thepavilionthornaby. co.uk/, 
like us on Facebook and follow us on 
Twitter.

Thornaby Market Renaissance
Thornaby Town Centre has now got a 
settled and thriving market spanning all 
the way from LIDL to the Yorkshire Bank. 
Stalls sell a wide variety of wares from 
baby clothing, household and domestic 
products, eggs, fish, pork, fruit and veg, 
bags/luggage, DVDs, flowers/plants, 
watches/batteries and ladies clothing. 
Stalls are set out in an aesthetically 
pleasing  fashion in a modern, clean and 
tidy new Town centre with two hours 
free parking thrown in for good measure. 

One of the mainstays of Thornaby Market 
is Will Fife of Green Lane Eggs. He has 

Who-ray! invites you to meet the Daleks' 
at Thornaby Central Library on Saturday, 
July 12 between 10am and 3pm.

Seize the opportunity to meet the Daleks, 
get up close to the TARDIS and have your 
photo taken. You are welcome to turn up 
dressed as your favourite character from 
Doctor Who or come as the Time Lord 
himself (past, present or future!). The 
Who-ray! shop will be on hand with lots of 
Doctor Who goodies/memorabilia. 

So don your multi-coloured scarves, grab 
your sonic screwdrivers and join in the 
fun. Visitors are welcome to take their 
own photographs but a professional 
photographer will be on hand to record 
your visit in an A3 souvenir poster suitable 
for framing and collection the following 
week. NB: There is a charge for this 
service.

A Strawberry Tea and Tombola event in 
aid of Breast Cancer Care will take place 
on Tuesday, 22 July between 3pm and 4-
30pm at Thornaby Central Library. Booking 
is essential. Tickets are £2 each.

All monies raised from tickets sales and 
the tombola will go to the charity. You can 
buy a ticket, ask for more details or donate 
a prize for the Tombola at the library.

Mythical Maze – Summer Reading 
Challenge 2014. Don't get lost in the 
maze! Do the Summer Reading Challenge! 

It starts this July across all Stockton 
Libraries. It's free and it's fun!

Children have to read six books of their 
choice, collecting stickers and incentives 
along the way. Children who complete the 
challenge are presented with a certificate 
and medal, plus they will be entered into a 
prize draw. There is also a range of 
activities and craft sessions across the 
libraries this summer.

Close Encounters of the Animal Kind. 
Thornaby Library Riverbank will host a one-
hour family event on Thursday, 7 August. 
This exciting event will include a 
presentation from the Kirkleatham Owl 
Centre plus a chance to see a range of 
small animals up close. Apart from owls, 
snakes, lizards, rats and other mini-beasts 
will also be on show for children to learn 
how to handle them. This could then link in 
to the Summer Reading Challenge (see 
previous item).

Calling all crafty people. Thornaby Central 
Library will be holding its annual Winter 
Bazaar on Friday 7 and Saturday 8 
November. There are tables still available if 
anyone wants to sell their goods. Please 
contact the library for details.

For more information on this and all other 
events mentioned above, log onto 
www.stockton.gov.uk/libraries, visit your 
local library, ring 01642 528501 or email 
lucy.carlton-walker@stockton.gov.uk.

Who say’s Libraries are dull??Who say’s Libraries are dull??

Connect with Us: For all the latest news, 
offers and events be sure to connect 

with us on: Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ThornabyPavilion 

and Twitter: @ThePavilionSC

been selling quality hens and duck eggs in 
Thornaby for over 30 years and is 
probably the best known of all the 
traders.

Will said, “The relocation of the market 
to its present site is much better for 
traders - and more affordable. There has 
been a steady increase in trade since the 
development of the Pavilion Shopping 
Centre. The good people of Thornaby are 
loyal and have such a sense of pride.”

Thankfully, in partnership with the new 
Town Centre owners, it’s grown and 
continues to thrive. Interested? Then call 
Richard Beddard on 01642 393939.
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Bader Primary School

The community has always known that 
Bader Primary School is a good school – 
and now it's official.

A glowing Ofsted report found the school 
to be “good” right across the board, from 
the achievement and behaviour of its 
pupils to the quality of its teaching and 
leadership.

“Good or better teaching is now the 
norm in all key stages”, according to lead 
Inspector Peter Evea in his report. “Pupils 
come to school keen to learn; they are 
confident, capable young people who are 
keen to use every moment in school 
productively. They take a pride in wearing 
their uniform, which shows that they are 
a part of this community.”

Mr Evea also praised the “equality of 
opportunity” that exists at the school and 
the school's success in removing any 
barriers to learning. Disabled pupils and 
those with special educational needs 
make progress that is similar to that of 
others,” his report stated.

The school is also establishing a 
reputation for bringing the curriculum to 
life through a range of exciting activities 
and educational visits.

In June, a group of Y6 children visited 
Pompeii, while the school hosted an 
Anne Frank exhibition and a group of 
visiting Norwegian teachers!

Head teacher, Simon Feasey, said: “We 
are delighted by this report. It recognises 
and celebrates what has been one 
almighty team effort. Team Bader 
includes all its pupils, parents, every 
member of staff, and school governors.

“School improvement is at the heart of 
everything we do together, on a daily 
basis. I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all parents and carers in 
particular, for the trust they place in us 
and for their full support of everything 
we do at Bader.

“We look forward to the journey ahead 
as we work to make Bader Primary 
School the very best it can be.”

The school's Chair of Governors, Dave 
Griffiths, added: “The governors are 
delighted by the report and grading 
allotted of the school. It's a great 
achievement for the head teacher, 
governors, teachers and most 
importantly, the children as they have all 
worked incredibly hard.

“The changes in school are significant 
and the children are challenged and 
supported both inside and outside of the 
classroom.”

The report also noted that the Governing 
Body and local authority “provided 
valuable challenge and support” and that 
this is appreciated by the school.

Bader is constantly working on improving 
the quality of teaching so that every child  
gets the very best of learning experiences. 
It seeks to identify and invest in the best 
professional development opportunities 
and is  working towards becoming a 
Visible Learning School. The development 
model for this is based on the principles in 
John Hattie's research. It is a process of 
gathering, analysing, interpreting and 
using information about pupils' progress 
and achievement to improve teaching and 
learning. It believes that 'Good schools 
grow good teachers'.

It also works hard to provide pupils with 
an exciting, innovative curriculum and one 
that is experience-based. The School 
recently visited Italy with Y6 pupils. After 
studying about ancient Pompeii in the 
classroom, Y6 children flew out to explore 
the place itself; walking up to the summit 
of Vesuvius, walking the streets of the 
world famous archaeological site at 
Pompeii, visiting Naples Archaeological 
Museum and trekking up to Tiberius' Villa 
on the island of Capri.

In addition, Y5 are being trained as Anne 
Frank Trust ambassadors so they can 
present the Anne Frank exhibition that is 
currently housed in the school for 
children from other Thornaby schools, 
parents and other local community 
members. They are set to visit Amsterdam 
in September, where they will visit the 
Anne Frank House and walk the streets 
that Anne herself trod all those years ago.

Other field trips include Y1 and Y2 who 
are set to visit Edinburgh Zoo, stay 
overnight in the City and then visit Blue 
Reef Aquarium. The group includes 50 
parents. The school's children have 
benefited from many other experiences 
than those described above and many 
more are planned for the future. 

Developing good home/school  working 
partnerships is at the very centre of what 
the school does. It is a key strand of its 
development plan and is driven and led 
by a Parent-Teacher Strategy Group which 
works to match the words of our school 
mission statement:

Bader aspires to be a true community 
school where pupils, parents, teachers, 
support staff, governors and other 
community members all work together to 
achieve and celebrate success and 
progress for every pupil.

Thornaby School ‘Wows’ Ofsted Inspectors!
It is delighted, therefore, to have that 
sense of community recognised by the 
Ofsted team in their report on the 
inspection of the school carried out this 
May: “They take a pride in wearing their 
uniform, which shows that they are a part 
of this community.”

This recognises and celebrates an 
almighty team effort. The Bader team 
includes all pupils, parents, every member 
of staff, and school governors. School 
improvement is at the heart of everything 
it does, together, on a daily basis.

The journey ahead for everyone involved 
has only just started as they work towards 
making Bader Primary School the very 
best it can be.

Mia Francis, Ruby Wood, Molly Crayton & 
Maisy Flynn in Galleria Umberto, Naples 

Kieran Payne and Ewan Brown keeping 
their feet dry in Ancient Pompeii! 

Drew Casling, Kieran Payne, Ewan Brown 
& Dean Whitelock serving Ancient 

Pompeian take-away delicacies to Evan 
Dixon and Harrison Hammill 

Group shot Pompeii Archaeological site 



 

4: Soft and Stuffed Toys (Not a Kit)

5: Crochet

6: Cross Stitch

7: Painting (Not Exceeding 20" Square)

8: Embroidery

9: Greeting Card

PHOTOGRAPHY

1: Wild Life 

2: Portrait

3: Flower

4: Local Landscape 

JUNIOR COMPETITION

Homecrafts —16 Years and Under

1: Butterfly Cakes, no jam (4 on a plate)

2: Scones (4 on a plate)

4: Victoria Sandwich Cake, no jam

5: Jam Tarts (4 on a plate)

6: Biscuits (4 on a Plate)

7: Cake Decorating

8: Cross Stitch

9: Hand Knitting

10: Painting (Not Exceeding 20" Square)

11: Embroidery 

13: Piece of Jewellery

Vegetable Section 

1: Beetroot Round  -  3 (tops trimmed 
to 3 inches)

2: Onions - 3 as grown (wash roots)

3: Cabbage - 1 green (3 inch stalk)

4: Carrots - 2 (tops trimmed to 3 inches)

5: Swede - 1 (top trimmed to 3 inches)

6: Cucumber - 1 (stalk 1 inch)

7: Tomatoes - 4 

8: Runner Beans - 3

Special Section
for Children 10 years and under

1: Miniature Garden

2: Bowl of Floating Flowers

3: Vegetable Model

4: Painting (Not Exceeding 20" Square)

5: Piece of Jewellery
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21: Sweet corn - Husk Intact

22: Veg x 1 - not included in numbers 1 
to 21 above

FLORAL ART SECTION (FRESH FLOWERS)

1: Table Arrangement

2: Basket of Flowers (Suitable for Small 
Gift)

3: Gents Button Hole, single rose (with 
foliage)

4: Ladies spray

5: Arrangement of flowers in an unusual 
container.

SPECIAL SECTION 

1: Longest Carrot – Top trimmed to 3 
inches

2: Longest Runner Bean 

3: Heaviest Swede – Top trimmed to 3 
inches

4: Heaviest Onion – As grown washed 
roots

5: Heaviest Tomato 

6: Heaviest Marrow

7: A collection of 5 veg (from section 1 – 
20)

8: Vegetable Model – Model Sculpture 
(imagination essential)

FRUIT SECTION

1: 3 dessert apples with stalk

2: 3 cooking apples with stalks

3: 3 pears with stalks 

HOMECRAFTS

1: Maids of Honour (4 on a plate)

2: Butterfly Cakes, no jam (4 on a plate)

3: Cheese Scones (4 on a plate)

4: Fruit Scones (4 on a plate)

5: Sweet Mincemeat Tarts (4 on a plate)

6: Sausage Rolls (4 on a plate)

7: Victoria Sandwich Cake, no jam

8: Ginger Cake 

9: Jar of Sweet Preserve

10: Jar of Savoury Preserve

HANDICRAFTS

1:  Hand Knitting

2: Piece of Jewellery

3: Dressed Doll

SENIOR COMPETITION
PLANTS & CUT FLOWERS SECTION

1: Potted plant floral

2: Plant, Foliage (Max pot size 9”) 

3 Cactus

4: Vase, 1 Rose (scent)

5: Vase, 3 Hybrid T Rose

6: Vase, 1 Specimen Hybrid T Rose

7: Vase, 1 Floribunda Roses

8: Vase, 3 Stems Miniature Rose

9: Vase, 1 Gladioli

10: Vase, 3 Gladioli

11: Vase, 3 Aster

12: Vase, 3 Dahlia Cactus (any size)

13: Vase, 3 Dahlia Pom Pom (any size) 

14: Vase, 3 Dahlia Decorative (any size)

15: Vase, 3 Chrysanthemums (Incurve) 

16: Vase 3 Chrysanthemums (Sprays)

17: Vase 3 Chrysanthemums (Reflex)   

VEGETABLE SECTION

1: Beetroot - 3 round (top trimmed to 3 
inches)

2. Leek - Pot 6 inches to tight button 

3: Leek - 2 Blanched

4: Onion - 3 (dressed)

5: Onion - 3 as grown – washed root

6: Cabbage - 1 Green (with 3 inch stalk)

7: Carrots - 2 long (top trimmed to 3 
inches)

8: Carrots - 2 stump rooted (top 
trimmed to 3 inch stalk)

9: Potatoes - 3 Kidney

10: Potatoes - 3 round

11: Shallots - 6 

12: Turnip - 1 top trimmed to 3 inches

13: Cucumber - 1 inch stalk

14: Marrow – Maximum size 16 inches

15: Runner Beans - 6 

16: French Beans - 6 

17: Tomatoes - 6

18: Tomatoes - 6 small fruited

19: Parsnips - 2 (top trimmed to 3 inches)

20: Peppers - Sweet x 3 

Thornaby Show, Harold Wilson Field, Sunday, September 7

Horticultural / Handicraft Category List

EXHIBITS RULES & REGULATIONS: All entries must be tabled into Show for 9.30am. Entries after 9.30am will not be submitted.
All flowers and vegetables must be grown by the exhibitor apart from sprays and buttonholes.

To claim your prize money you must produce your Winning Certificate with the Entry Slip attached.
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Girlguiding comes to Thornaby!

Guides (aged 10+) By becoming part of a 
worldwide community of girls who learn 
together and share skills and experiences, 
Guides have the chance to get out there 
and do something really different by 
taking part in a wide range of exciting 
activities at their regular meetings, and at 
special events or holidays. Girls can get 
involved in anything from adventure 
sports to performing arts, travel and 
taking part in community action projects.

What makes guiding special? It has 
groups for all girls regardless of 
background or circumstances and offers a 
space where girls and young women can 
come together each week and really be 
themselves. The programmes are 
designed to encourage cooperation, 

GIRLGUIDING is synonymous with 
friendship, adventure, confidence, 
independence, fun and so much more - 
and it is arriving in Thornaby. The 
organisation is looking for people of all 
ages to get involved. Whether you're 5 or 
25, or any age in between – it has a group 
ready to welcome you where you will 
make new friends and take part in new 
experiences. If this sounds good to you, 
then read on. There is something for all 
ages available to you.

Rainbows (aged 5-7) is all about 
developing self-confidence, building 
friendships, learning new things and 
having fun. Girls get their hands dirty with 
arts and crafts, trying out cooking and 
playing games.

Brownies (aged 7-10) Through regular 
meetings, special events, day trips, 
sleepovers, camps and holidays, Brownies 
learn new hobbies, play music, explore 
other cultures and get adventurous 
outdoors. Girls can also extend their 
knowledge and abilities by working 
towards Brownie interest badges covering 
many different hobbies and activities 
from Science investigator to Circus skills.

improve communication skills and enable 
girls to learn how to make choices and 
decisions about what they want to do – in 
guiding, and in life generally. 

Volunteering is at the heart of Girlguiding 
and it is keen to welcome you in 
Thornaby. All the experiences on offer to 
girls are made possible by a dedicated 
team of adult volunteers. Whether you're 
sharing your craft skills with a group of 
girls for one evening, training as a group 
leader or helping a group to raise money - 
there are many different ways to 
volunteer.

Whatever your reason for volunteering, 
Girlguiding can offer you support, 
friendship and new opportunities to 
enrich your life.

If you or your daughter wants to know 
more go to www.girlguiding.org.uk/ 
interested and enter your details. 

If you have any questions about getting 
involved with Girlguiding in Thornaby 
please email info@girlguiding-
cleveland.org.uk or call Lesley on 
07740190694 for a chat.

The Beeches Care Home
Green Lane, Newtown, Stockton on Tees TS19 0FH
Tel: 01642 618818
email: beeches@hillcare.net

We provide General Residential care, support and information on Dementia care and
also EMI Residential. The Beeches operates an open door policy. No appointment
necessary. We also provide end of life care. 

Summer Fete
Saturday, August 23 at 1pm
Stalls, Games, Food & Entertainment

Hallowe’en & Bonfire Party
Saturday, November 1 from 2pm
Fun, Games & Entertainment

Christmas Pantomime
Saturday, December 6 at 6pm
featuring Annie

Salvation Army Choir
Thursday, December 17 at 7pm

Christmas Party
Friday, December 19 from 3pm

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Coffee afternoons on the 
last Friday of every month at 
2.30pm

Holy Communion Service, 
Tuesday mornings at 
10.30am

Mr Motivator every other 
Tuesday afternoon - next 
one Tuesday, July 15.

Please call activities
co-ordinator Mrs Shannon 
Burton-Cormack on the number 
below or email 
beechesactivities@outlook.com
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Five Lamps - another 
success story!
18-year old Daniel lives in Thornaby with 
his grandparents. After leaving school, he 
was employed on a temporary contract 
thanks to the involvement of the Five 
Lamps Organisation. 

During this time, Daniel gained a level 2 
qualification in learning and support 
services skills and also gained a CSCS 
certificate as well as many more related 
skills in the process.

Unfortunately the 30-week contract 
ended leaving Daniel unemployed which 
affected his confidence and self-esteem. 
He also had personal problems which 
were impacting on him moving forward 
but he tried to remain positive and 
gratefully accepted all the support 
available to him.

He sought guidance and support from 
mentor Anne Rookes with  one-to-one 
support via the YES programme. Working 
in partnership with SBC, this scheme 
helps young people through the YES 
Project (Youth Employment Support) 
which engages with 14-19 year-olds who 
are 'NEET' (not in education, 
employment or training).

The project works intensively with young 
people to re-engage them into learning, 
training and employment. Daniel was 
originally considering a career in 
warehousing, although he was open to 
other ideas and options regarding hands-
on work. With the ongoing one-to-one 
support with Anne and Five Lamps, 
Daniel secured a training opportunity 
with systems training, forklift truck, and 
counterbalance training. He successfully 
completed the training and gained his 
forklift truck driving certificate.

Daniel continued to look for other 
relevant training/employment 
opportunities and took full advantage of 
the support available through Five Lamps. 
This eventually led to an apprenticeship 
with Dycore Ltd (interior systems) dry 
lining and plastering. After applying for 
numerous other jobs, this was a great 
opportunity and just what he was looking 
for he started work on 26 March 2014.

Anne continues to keep in regular contact 
with Daniel and is pleased to report that 
he is enjoying his work and is extremely 
grateful for all the guidance and support 
he received from Five Lamps.

Five Lamps deliver the YES Project 
through a sub contract with Stockton 
Borough Council. For more information, 
contact Anne Rookes on (01642) 753511

For more information on Five Lamps visit 
www.fivelamps.org.uk

Tees Credit Union
Tees Credit Union (TCU) celebrated its 
20th anniversary last year and continues 
to go from strength to strength. With 
more than 2,000 members and growing 
daily, TCU offers great saving 
opportunities and affordable loans.

So, what is a Credit Union?

Credit Unions are not-for-profit 
organisations, founded on the values of 
self-help. They are not driven to make 
money for shareholders and their top 
priority is to service members' interests. 
They operate as financial co-operatives 
and, like the High Street Banks, offer 
services such as saving accounts and low-
cost loans to their members. In a Credit 
Union, members pool their savings to 
lend to one another.

Credit unions are regulated and operate 
to the same high standards as all other 
responsible financial institutions. In other 
words, your money is as safe with Tees 
Credit Union as it would be in any high 
street bank or building society.

Since opening in 1993, TCU has 
established a network of collection points 
across the Borough of Stockton on Tees 
at which members can pay into their 
accounts and make loan repayments. its 
collection points are all staffed by 
volunteers and are situated in a variety of 
locations to make access as easy as 
possible for its members. 

As well as using collection points, 
members can save by standing order or 
payroll deduction. Additionally, they can 
make debit and credit card payments by 
using our automated telephone and 
website services.

Along with savings and affordable loans, 
TCU offers a Pre-Paid Visa Debit Card 
which earns cash rewards at many High 
Street stores, and a low cost Family 
Funeral Plan.

In the next few weeks it will be launching 
a new and interactive website so that 
people will be able to apply for 
membership and access their accounts to 
check balances and apply for loans.

For more information, please contact 
Tees Credit Union on 01642 753517, 

email teescreditunion@gmail.com or 
check out our website at 
www.teescreditunion.co.uk

School's Initiative on 
smoke-free areas
A voluntary code of smoke-free areas in 
and around designated children's play 
areas in Thornaby has been introduced. 

Since smoking is a childhood addiction, 
local school children are being asked to 
create smoke-free signage for children's 
play areas. It is a fact that most of the 
smokers started at the age of 14 due to 
either peer pressure or copying 
parental/adult behaviour. Tobacco use is 
the leading cause of preventable death 
and disease and is the leading cause of 
health inequalities. Young people most at 
risk of becoming smokers themselves if 
they grow up in communities where 
smoking is the norm. A number of 
tobacco control measures have been 
introduced in recent years within the 
borough to reduce the impact of second-
hand smoke on non-smokers and to shift 
the social acceptance norms around 
tobacco use. 

Early this year, a committee reviewed the 
Tobacco Control Plan and one of the 
recommendations was to introduce a 
voluntary code of smoke-free practice in 
and around designated children's play 
areas. The recommendation aims to 
protect children from second-hand 
smoke and also to ensure that smoking is 
no longer accepted as the norm. 

It is felt that smoke-free play areas would 
bring about several benefits including 
“de-normalising” smoking by decreasing 
the opportunity for children to see adults 
smoking around them, creating an 
environment in which smoking is not 
seen as the norm, protecting the 
environment and saving local authorities 
money by reducing tobacco-related litter 
and offering useful protection from the 
harmful effects of second-hand smoke. 

Evidence also suggested that increasing 
the number of smoke-free areas can have 
a positive effect on youth smoking rates. 
Making play areas smoke-free decreases 
the opportunity for children to see adults 
smoking around them. Without doubt, 
children are influenced by what they see 
and young people are most at risk of 
becoming smokers themselves if they 
grow up in communities where smoking 
is the norm.
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The Thirteen Group
Residents of two of Stockton's largest landlords are set for a 
boost after they joined an exciting new partnership.

Established social housing groups Vela and Fabrick have come 
together to create the Thirteen Group – a single, stronger 
organisation with the scale and expertise to do and achieve 
much more.

The new group – the largest landlord group in the North East - 
does more than just provide homes and build communities; it 
focuses on people to improve lives by offering services, schemes 
and initiatives aimed at helping people help themselves. 

Together the partner landlords: Tees Valley Housing, Tristar 
Homes, Erimus Housing and Housing Hartlepool, own and 
manage more than 32,000 homes. The group also offers a vast 
range of support and specialist services for vulnerable people 
facing a range of challenges through its specialist arm, Thirteen 
Care and Support.

The move means expertise, resources and costs can be shared, 
achieving savings without reducing services and allowing the 
partner companies to focus on the needs of their tenants, 
neighbourhoods and clients.

Customers have retained their existing landlords but the 
partnership means the quality and extent of services provided 
can be improved and enhanced. At the very heart of Thirteen is 
the knowledge that by looking at life differently, genuine 
opportunities can be created. By never prejudging anyone, the 
Thirteen Group aims to help people think differently about their 
lives and recognise the opportunities open to them.

Joining forces as a new group brings an exciting opportunity to 
build on past achievements by challenging and looking at things 
differently, whilst keeping customers at the heart of the business 
to help shape services.

Call Tristar Homes on: 0300 111 1000 or Tees Valley Housing on: 
0800 046 1600.

For more information, visit www.thirteengroup.co.uk.

on the last Saturday in
July / August / September

11am - 1pm

For further information
please contact Tina Mansell, Town Clerk,

on 01642 678652 or email:
townclerk@thornabytowncouncil.gov.uk 

OPEN DAYOPEN DAY

Town Hall TourTown Hall Tour

Please contact the Town Clerk, Tina Mansell,
for further information on 01642 678652

or email: townclerk@thornabytowncouncil.gov.uk 

Thornaby Town Council seeks old

photos and memorabilia for

consideration in the next edition

Special
Appeal
Special
Appeal

Woodbridge Practice
The Health Centre, Trenchard Avenue, Thornaby

Woodbridge Practice would like to hear from patients who
would be interested in helping us to develop the services we provide.

If you would like to be a part of our
FACE TO FACE PATIENT FOCUS GROUP

OR PATIENT EMAILING GROUP

Please contact our Receptionist for details
on 01642 760185

Mobile telephone numbers
We would also encourage all patients to contact us with up to date 

mobile telephone numbers, so that we can text appointment 
reminders.

St Patrick’s Primary School - teacher exchange
CHILDREN at St Patrick’s Primary in Thornaby found themselves 
with five new teachers for a week – all the way from France and 
Italy!

The teachers were visiting as part of the school’s Comenius 
Programme, a European project to encourage schools to work 
together across borders and learn from each other. The project, 
which is called “Brighter Learning for Better Futures” is the 
latest in a long line of Comenius partnerships designed to make 
learning fun, interesting and spark imagination.

The visiting teachers spent time in all the classes with children 
chatting about their work and telling them all about their lives 
in Italy and France. In return, the five teachers, gained a 
valuable insight into the UK education system. Children at St 
Patrick’s regularly send work to partner schools in France and 
Italy with the school receiving work in return as part of a 
teaching aid. 

Michael Potter, Assistant Headteacher said: “Our children love 
having the Comenius visitors and having Comenius work. It 
creates a real buzz in the school and it’s interesting for them to 
meet teachers from the schools where their work is sent to.”

“It helps our children realise there is a wonderful world of 
opportunity out there: interesting places, people to meet and 
great things achieve – it’s all about wanting them to strive to 
succeed in that world, starting by doing their best right here.”ThornabyThornaby
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Mandale 10 years on
Recently, the 'great and good' attended a 
celebration in the Robert Atkinson 
Community Centre to commemorate 
Mandale regeneration - 10 years on. 
Understandably, dignitaries were bussed 
in to bask in the glory, but the real heroes 
of regeneration who fought tooth and 
nail for better housing against 
tremendous odds hardly warranted a 
mention and actually had to be pushed 
forward to get into publicity shots. It was 
somewhat galling for those who played 
such a pivotal part in a widely acclaimed 
scheme which critics said would not get 
off the ground in 20 years should find 
themselves (typically) marginalised by 
many who played no part at all.

So, for the record, the real heroes of 
regeneration are as follows: Stockton 
Housing Manager, Neil Schneider (now 
CEO), who brought the idea to ward 
councillors. Mandale residents (MAR's) 
led by redoubtable Allison Trainer (sadly 
deceased) and Tina Large, Allison's 
mother in law, Sheila Trainer, Tina's 
mother Pat and sister, Marina, Barbara 
Davis and Liz and Alan Fleming. What 
they achieved was remarkable - 
particularly Allison who took the fight for 
better housing to Parliament where she 
impressively presented her own survey to 
Housing Minister Lord Falconer.

Thornaby
Spirit
For too long, Thornaby has suffered 
from a negative reputation, largely 
as a result of long term neglect. 
Thankfully, two local lads have 
embarked on using technology and 
marketing skills to change this poor 
perception. 

Thornaby Spirit is a new online 
resource which is backed by 
Thornaby Town Council. It 
celebrates the town of Thornaby 
and highlights the many areas it 
should be proud of. It hopes that 
through Thornaby Spirit, many 
more people can learn and share 
about the great things that the 
town has to offer. Whether it's 
great places to eat and shop or 
somewhere local to get a good 
night's rest you are looking for or 
sharing school news and 
advertising local businesses, the 
Thornaby Spirit website will 
celebrate the best Thornaby has to 
offer.

There will be something for 
everyone; both long-time residents 
and those who are only visiting the 
town can learn from the 
informative guides to the history 
and culture of Thornaby as well as 
finding out about all the latest 
news and events happening 
throughout the community.

Michael Manning, Head of 
Marketing, who has years of 
experience marketing Schools in 
and around Thornaby said, "Since 
moving to Thornaby, I have had 
only the best experiences. We want 
to demonstrate to all of the 
surrounding communities the best 
Thornaby has to offer."

Thornaby Spirit is set to go live in 
the next few months. For more 
information regarding the initiative 
please email 
thornabyspirit@gmail.com.

The Poplars
The Poplars residents were treated to a 
very unusual occurrence earlier this year 
when it received a visit from a large group 
of bikers. 

It really did wonders for morale as some 
of its residents have very little family (if 
any at all) and due to the nature of their 
illnesses, may only ever get out into the 
garden. 

Undoubtedly, the bikers visit made 
people feel important and remembered 
as valued members of the local 
community. They gave the whole building 
a boost making both residents and staff 
laugh a lot. This atmosphere continued 
throughout the day and great memories 
were created as a result.

This unusual guest appearance was the 
result of someone in the wider 
community nominating The Poplars for a 
bikers famous feel good visit and it 
jumped at the chance to welcome them 
with open arms. Residents are still talking 
about it months later so job done!

AGE UK BIG CHINWAG!

The Poplars took part in an Age UK Big 
Chinwag project in June as a part of the 
“stop loneliness campaign”. Tea and cakes 
were served and it was such a success 
that The Poplars is planning to make it a 
regular event. It aims to be a befriending 
group which will be good for some of its 
residents that don't get visitors and 
indeed others in the local community 
who might be a bit lonely are also 
welcome.

Excellent partners were also invaluable
as well as a Regeneration team 
magnificently managed by Sharon 
Thomas (now with Middlesbrough 
Council) with invaluable assistance from 
Katharine Burchill, Beverley Bearne, and 
with a fantastic contribution from Linda 
Skeen whose relationship with residents 
was so essential.

Picture shows Councillor Sylvia Walmsley, 
the Mayor of Thornaby on Tees, with 

Stockton Deputy Mayor and Thornaby 
Councillor, Ian Dalgarno, with his wife 
and consort, Nuala. The picture was  

taken in the Stockton Parish Churchyard 
following the annual Mayor’s parade.

Allison Trainer and Steve Walmsley
on the Mandale Estate as first bricks are 

laid herald regenera�on
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Useful Contacts

 Thornaby Police Station 

Millbank Lane, Thornaby-on-Tees, TS17 0AS 

Tel: 01642 302930 
Opening Times
Monday: 9am to 5pm
Tuesday: 12noon to 8pm
Wednesday: 12noon to 8pm
Thursday: 8am to 4pm
Friday: 9am to 5pm
Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed

  Woodbridge Practice
Thornaby Medical Centre, Trenchard Avenue,
Thornaby TS17 0EE

Tel: 01642 762636  Appointments 01642 760185

 Thornaby and Ingleby Barwick
 Medical Group
Health Centre, Trenchard Avenue,
Thornaby TS17 0BZ

Tel: 01642 762921

 South Thornaby Community Centre
Haviland Road, Thornaby TS17 9JG

Tel: 01642 358840

 Robert Atkinson Youth and
 Community Centre
Thorntree Road,
Thornaby TS17 9DF

Tel: 01642 524589

 Thornaby Central Library
The Pavilion,
Allensway, Town Centre,
Thornaby TS17 9EN

Tel: 01642 528117

  Pavilion Shopping Centre
Tel: 01642 750090

  Activ 8 Health and Fitness
Tel: 01642 528581

  Tristar Homes
Tel: 0300 1111000

  Tees Valley Housing
Tel: 0800 0461600

At Your Service . . .

Thornaby Town Council 
Mrs T Mansell
Town Clerk
Thornaby Town Council 
Mandale Road
Thornaby TS17 6AW
Telephone: 01642 678652
Email: townclerk@thornabytowncouncil.gov.uk

Council members contact details  

Cllr Dave Kennington
19 Hurn Walk, Thornaby TS17 9EF

Cllr Glenn Eastick
48 Wensleydale Gardens, Thornaby TS17 9BP

 07739 593132glenneastick@tiscali.co.uk

Cllr Ian Dalgarno
59 Bader Avenue, Thornaby TS17 0EH

 01642 882985ian.dalgarno@stockton.gov.uk

Cllr Mick Moore
 07745 931745mick.moore@stockton.gov.uk

Cllr Mick Trainer
Please contact Thornaby Town Council

Cllr Pat Large
157 Redcar Road, Thornaby TS17 8LP

Cllr Zeb Khaliq
118 Acklam Road, Thornaby TS17 7JR 01642 641790

Cllr Steve Walmsley
94 Chadderton Drive, Thornaby TS17 9QB

 01642 881886stephen.walmsley@stockton.gov.uk

Cllr Sylvia Walmsley
94 Chadderton Drive, Thornaby TS17 9QB

 01642 602375sylvia.walmsley@stockton.gov.uk

Cllr Tina Large
7 Coral Grove, Mandale Park, Thornaby TS17 8GZ

 07771 896577Tina.large@stockton.gov.uk

Cllr Corinne Moore
corinnemoore@live.co.uk

Cllr Karina Maxwell
Please contact Thornaby Town Council

Cllr Sean Gowland
Please contact Thornaby Town Council
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Domestic
Appliance Repairs

New and Used Sales
Also repairs to all leading makes including

Domestic Appliance Repair Service, 42 Roseberry View, Thornaby

Tel: 01642 601441     Email: dars@btconnect.com

AEG     HOTPOINT     BELLING
HYGENA     CREDA     WHIRLPOOL
BOSCH     NEFF     SIEMENS etc

EAGLESCLIFFE:  TUES 9.30am Egglescliffe 
Community Centre, Durham Lane

THORNABY: THURS 5pm and 7pm Meadowfield 
House, Thorntree Rd.
STOCKTON: WEDS 12.15 Stockton Parish 
Church, High Street

No need to be hungry, still have your
treats and all the help and support
you need to achieve your dream!

Tel. Debbie 01642 789829 mobile 07551 715815 
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