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Pictured outside Thornaby Town Hall celebrating a first round grant from the Heritage Lottery fund are back row from 
left to right: Councillor Mickey Trainer, Councillor Corinne Moore, Councillor Karina Maxwell, Councillor Glenn Eastick 

and Councillor Sean Gowland. Front row left to right: Councillor Tina Large, Lesley Palmer (Thornaby Pride),
Ray Godwin (Town Hall volunteer), Councillor Dave Kennington, Councillor Zeb Khaliq (partially hidden), Councillor 

Steve Walmsley, Mayor of Thornaby, Councillor Sylvia Walmsley, Councillor Ian Dalgarno, Councillor Pat Large, 
Councillor Mick Moore, Dave Nicholson (Town Hall Project Manager).
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Lottery funding

On Friday, January 23rd, Thornaby Town 
Councillors, Ian Dalgarno, Glenn Eastick 
and Steve Walmsley travelled to 
Newcastle to receive official approval for 
Thornaby Town Council's successful first 
round bid for heritage Lottery Funding 
towards the restoration of Thornaby Town 
Hall.

Accompanying the councillors was Dave 
Nicholson, the Project Manager employed 
by the town council whose expertise in 
putting together the bid has been truly 
exceptional. Thornaby Town Council is 
indebted to Dave for getting us in the 
position to progress further and 
ultimately to acquire the necessary 
funding to bring a highly cherished, iconic 
building back to its former glory and into 
the ownership of the community it was 
originally built for.

The Town Council would also like to 
express gratitude to HLF for being so 
supportive and helpful every step of the 
way – with particular thanks to allocated 
Grants Officer, Jodey Larder (sic). Knowing 
that HLF support so many worthwhile 
causes and that demand for funding is 
high, TTC feels privileged to have been 
accepted for an initial amount of £68,300 
rounded off to £71,800 with a 
contribution from TTC.

However, it must be stressed that this is 
only a preliminary grant that will enable a 
business plan to be drawn up and systems 
put in place to take us into a round two 
and hopefully enable the soon to be set 
up Community Company (in effect a 
Thornaby people's charity trust) to access 
necessary major funding. 

Project Manager, Dave Nicholson, 
expressed his delight at receiving the 
award saying: “The Heritage Lottery 
people have been fantastic and I must 
thank them for their accessibility and 
guidance. But now the work really starts 
and we must demonstrate community 
inclusion and sustainability.”

Mayor of Thornaby on Tees, Councillor 
Sylvia Walmsley agreed stating: “This is 
for our community. The Town Hall means 
so much to everyone. It is such a beautiful 
building, but has fallen on hard times in 
the last 40 years or so. However, if we all 
pull together and prove that our dream is 
worthy of HLF support, the building 
which is such an architectural gem can be 
restored to the pristine condition that it 
was in its heyday.”

Cuts

Whilst austerity cuts are described 
as necessary, the effects on 
communities and individuals can be 
devastating – more so when 
services designated for those most 
in need are reduced or scrapped 
altogether. But there is another 
angle to this and that is whether 
such ruthless cuts are cost effective 
in all senses. For instance, 
whenever benefits are reduced or 
withheld for some reason, does 
anyone seriously believe that the 
morally bankrupt will accept 
sanction and go without? Of course 
not. 

Those who give the majority 
genuine claimants a bad name 
simply make money by the easiest 
means possible. It is no accident 
that crime such as burglary and 
theft begin to rise whenever times 
are hard. It is also no coincidence 
that domestic violence increases 
and more children are taken into 
care – all of which puts exceptional 
pressure on depleted resources and 
police and enforcement whose 
numbers have been cut to an all-
time low. And so it is false economy 
which brings misery to so many. 
And that really cannot be regarded 
as cost effective, can it? Is that the 
kind of society we really want?

It's also noticeable that cuts 
inevitably lead to increase in ASB 
and vandalism. But isn't that to be 
expected when police and 
enforcement officers are made 
redundant? Those who sneer at 
decency will always take advantage. 
And so it is not too surprising that 
gangs of feral louts have been 
causing damage and mayhem lately 
in a number of areas increasing fear 
within the community. 
Consequently, Ray Godwin, Chair of 
The Dales Residents Association, in 
partnership with Thornaby Town 
Council, is in the process of bringing 
together all agencies to tackle these 
issues which blight our town. 
Thornaby on Tees is the best place 
in the whole of the north east to 
live and work. It is our intention to 
keep it that way – regardless of 
cuts.

Dog Fouling

One of the more disgusting aspects of 
cuts is those who seem to be taking 
advantage of reduced and badly 
overstretched Enforcement Officers by 
allowing dogs to foul our streets, open 
spaces and play areas. It is 
particularly evident on 
football pitches and 
complaints about this 
revolting problem – the 
fault of irresponsible 
owners – is once again 
on the increase. But 
beware. If you are a 
dog owner and fail to 
clean up after your pet, officers are now 
prioritising the problem and you will be 
cautioned and ultimately be made to pay 
a heavy fine. So please, if it is in your 
nature, do the decent thing.

Damage to The Green

The picture featured confirms that there 
are indeed some dangerous fools who not 
only flagrantly flout the law, but also 
cause mindless damage to areas that the 
great majority of Thornaby people hold in 
such esteem. Damage such as that 
illustrated in the photograph of Thornaby 
Green occurs throughout Thornaby and 
greatly reduces the appeal of 
neighbourhoods. It is unforgivable and 
those caught trashing our town in any 
way will be charged with criminal 
damage. 

Where unlicensed motorbikes and quad 
bikes are involved, riders will be 
prosecuted and bikes confiscated and 
crushed. Make no mistake. Thornaby 
Town Council will not sit idly by whilst 
those with no regard for decency run 
amok. If anyone can identify these anti-
social fools or have information about 
car registration, please call the Town 
Council on 01642 768652 or e-mail: 
townclerk@thornabytowncouncil.gov.uk. 
All calls and messages received will be 
completely confidential.
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Referendum Results
Following the return of the Thornaby 
referendum result from the Electoral 
Reform Services, Mayor of Thornaby and 
Chair of Thornaby Town Council, Cllr 
Sylvia Walmsley, said: “The result shows a 
resounding 72.7% of the vote indicating 
‘YES’ to separation from Stockton. 
Consequently, having fulfilled our 
obligation to residents in holding a 
referendum on the issue, TTC now 
expects Stockton Borough Council to 
accept the will of the people of Thornaby 
and request a boundary review. Coupled 
with the result of a similar ballot in Yarm 
held last year, failure to seek a review 
would merely confirm an unwillingness to 
listen and a blatant display of contempt 
for local democracy.” 

Councillor Walmsley continued: “What 
was disappointing was the irresponsible 
scaremongering throughout the voting 
period to undermine the ballot for cheap 
political ends. It’s a bit rich that those 
stooping to such tactics also tried to 
dampen the result which showed a higher 
percentage in every way than local 
elections and even some parliamentary 
by-elections. Cost was also something of a 
red herring used to create uncertainty, 
which, in the scheme of things, was real 
value for money and hugely cheaper and 
more valid than gypsy site (and other) 
consultation and the latest attempt to 
reinvent a combined authority at 
unknown cost for Teesside which has 
been whisked through almost unnoticed.” 

The Mayor concluded: “The decision to go 
ahead with the Combined Authority was 
based on ‘consultation’ carried out over 
the Christmas period which showed a 
meagre 1,200 (approx) in favour from a 
population of over 500,000. And this was 
hailed as indicating significant approval. 
Therefore, in comparison to this half-
baked logic, Thornaby Town Council can 
rightly be proud to have carried out a 
legitimate, inclusive poll conducted fairly 
by an independent body with no vested 
interest and certainly not designed to 
mislead in the way ‘consultation’ is so 
often carried out.”

When the present Town Council was first elected, it was 
noticed that a commemorative medal featuring the first Mayor 
of Thornaby on Tees, William Anderson, was missing along 
with a small bust of the Mayor that had been presented to 
Thornaby Council by William’s relatives. The matter was 
reported to the police at the time, but all to no avail. Now 
though, as artefacts and mementos are being drawn together 

for exhibition in the Town Hall as a record of the town’s history 
for present and future generations, TTC would like to make a 
fresh appeal to anyone knowing the whereabouts of the 
pieces to contact the council in confidentiality on: 01642 
678652 or e-mail: . townclerk@thornabytowncouncil.gov.uk
The pieces are the property of TTC and rightly belong in 
Thornaby Town Hall.

Missing Commemorative Medal
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We will make you
most welcome

David Nicholson, director of DMNPM, would like to 

congratulate Thornaby Town Council on purchasing 

the Thornaby Town Hall for the people of Thornaby 

and making plans for securing its future and 

bringing it back into public use.

The first step on this journey is the successful first 

round application for Heritage Lottery funding to 

refurbish the building. 

I am very pleased to have had the opportunity to be 

involved in the Town Hall Renovation Project and 

wish the Council and the people of Thornaby every 

success.

I am sure it will be a much used and valued asset 

for the people of Thornaby.

DMN Project Management Ltd is a provider of the 
following services in Teesside, the North East and North 
Yorkshire

9· Facility management

9· Planning and Building Regulation Applications 
and advice

9· Surveys of existing structures, designs and as 
built records in AutoCad

9· Outline and detailed design to meet the clients 
requirements

9· Quantity Surveying, Estimating and Financial 
Management 

9· Construction and Civil Engineering Management 
– from start to finish

9· Project Management – from conception to 
completion

9· Building refurbishment and renovation

Providing the above services for Clients and Contractors, 
Private and Public Companies in the following fields: 
Industrial and Commercial, Education, Food Processing, 
Recreational, Retail, Housing and Industrial and 
Petrochemicals facilities. 

David M Nicholson LLB AMICE MRICS  
Mobile 07802 415887
Email david@dmn-pm.co.uk

ork is under way in Thornaby to Wcreate more than 28 new 
affordable homes to help people with 
learning disabilities live independently.

Tristar Homes, part of the Thirteen 
Group, is working in partnership with 
Stockton on Tees Borough Council to 
provide 15 one bedroom apartments and 
13 two bedroom bungalows on the 
former council-owned Blenheim House 
and Sherwood Road bungalows site.

Each will offer independent living 
opportunities for people with learning 
disabilities as well as facilities for staff to 
provide residents with round the clock 
access to care and support.

The Council and Tristar Homes 
successfully secured £780,000 of Homes 
and Communities Agency funding for the 
scheme and now phase one is nearly 
complete with most of the bungalows 
having been built at the newly named 
Acorn Close.  

Phase two will start this month and will 
see the development and construction of 
a 15 bedroom apartment block, Acorn 
House, which is expected to be 
completed in late 2015. This will include
a communal lounge for residents, an 
external sun terrace at first floor level and 
a small consulting room. 

The former Sherwood Road bungalows 
residents have already moved into their 
new homes on the site. 

Mark Dutton, Head of Partnerships and 
Resources for Thirteen, the parent 
company of Tristar Homes, said: “We are 
pleased to have been chosen by 
Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council to 
develop new housing to help adults with 
learning disabilities to live independently. 
This scheme will improve access to 
quality affordable housing for Thornaby 
and Stockton borough residents. We are 
delighted to be able to replace the old 
bungalows at Sherwood Road with 
affordable, modern homes for older 
people and people with disabilities while 
at the same time helping to regenerate 
this area of Thornaby.

“It also gives us the opportunity to create 
a new independent living scheme close to 
local shopping and leisure facilities to 
increase opportunities for older people 
and adults with learning disabilities to 
live independently in the community.” 

To meet the needs of people who want to 
get on the property ladder, the site also 
offers a limited number of two bedroom 
bungalows for sale.

Contact a home sales advisor on 0300 
111 1000 for more information.

Artists Impressions
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Presentation Night

thOn Tuesday 10  March, The Mayor of Thornaby, Councillor 
Sylvia Walmsley, was invited to attend the Drill Hall on Martinet 
Road for a presentation night arranged by the Royal British 
Legion (RBL) to honour cadets and local volunteers who have 
raised a phenomenal amount of money for the Poppy Appeal. 
The presentation opened with the Act of Remembrance which 
was delivered by RBL Branch President, Ian Bannister, during 
which the Standard was lowered. This was followed by guests 
and branch members being introduced to the assembled 
cadets, before Master of Ceremonies and Poppy Appeal 
Organiser, John Thompson, took over proceedings.

John began with an uplifting speech where he relayed to the 
audience just how important the Poppy Appeal is before 
introducing Branch Secretary/Caseworker, Lin Simpson, who 
spoke movingly about how much difference money raised 
through the Poppy Appeal makes to the lives of ex-servicemen 
and women. Veterans from the second world war, many now 
old and frail, as well as those who have served their country in 
conflicts all over the world up to the present day and have 
come back home disfigured, shocked and dismembered, or 
simply fallen on hard times, benefit enormously from the 
efforts of those who work tirelessly and unselfishly to raise 
funds. 

This year broke all records and a staggering amount of over 
£67,000 was raised in our area over 12 days of the Poppy 
Appeal. This consisted of lots of various sources including:

Static tins in shops & businesses £24,000; Manned collections in 
Castlegate, Tesco Stockton & B&Q £18,000; Schools £6,800; 
Garden of Remembrance £1,000 and Cadets on two Saturdays 
in Thornaby and Yarm £12,500.

Badges of Affiliation were then presented to every Cadet in 
Thornaby & Ingleby Barwick along with Certificates for Cadet 
Oakley and Cpl Frost who collected £889.34 and £298.03 

strespectively . Other groups of cadets receiving awards were: 1  
Group - Lcpl Suggett, Cadet Gray, Cadet Hulme, Cadet Rye and 

ndCadet Wood who collected £707.67 and 2  Group: Lcpl 
O’Rauke, Cadet Davies, Cadet Homer, Cadet Payne and Cadet 
Hollfield who between them raised and impressive £1,103.89.

Colonel Laker, whose own family also have a long history of 
service and sacrifice in the Armed Forces, then presented 
trophies for the best collections per detachment with Ingleby 

ndBarwick getting 2  place for collecting £1,658.27 & Thornaby 
sttaking 1  place for collecting £3,872.05; which was also the best 

overall collection by a detachment for the year.

Presentation of additional certificates of exceptional effort were 
then presented by the Mayor of Thornaby Sylvia Walmsley.

An award was on the agenda to be presented to our very own 
Irene Murphy of the In Shops in Thornaby Town Centre who, 
thanks to the shoppers of Thornaby, raised a staggering amount 
of £666.91; unfortunately Irene was ill and unable to collect her 
award in person, however Sylvia will present it to her at a later 
date.

Alan Richardson who collected £2,131.83 in Eaglescliffe also 
received an award and finally two bikers, Geoff and Jan, who I 
am sure many people will recognise, collected an award for 
delivering all the tins to various schools, shops and offices then 
collecting them all back.

It is the commitment and dedication of people like these which 
make the whole thing possible.

Royal British Legion Honours Cadets and Volunteers
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Thornaby Town Council
Diary of Events 2015

Thornaby Show
Sunday, Sept 6 
from 10am – 4pm

Harold Wilson 
Field, Bader 
Avenue. Stall 
application forms 
are now available 
from the Town 
Clerk

Battle of  Britain
Sunday, Sept 13
at 12.30pm

Airman’s Statue, 
Thornaby Road 
followed by a small 
wreath and cross 
laying ceremony in 
Thornaby 
Cemetery

Remembrance 
Sunday
Sunday, Nov 8
at 10.45am

The Cenotaph, 
Acklam Road

Carols around 
the Lamps
Friday, Dec 11
at 6.30pm

The Five Lamps, 
Mitchell Avenue

Presentation Night

Councillor Walmsley then went on the say how honoured she 
was to present the awards for such a worthwhile cause, 
especially as this year is the 100th anniversary of the beginning 
of the 1st World War. It is because of their sacrifice that 
current and future generations can now enjoy the freedom we 
readily take for granted. There have been countless 
ceremonies through the year reflecting this and she went on to 
say that although it was right and proper to remember the 
past; looking round the room she was also so proud and 
honoured to present awards to the cadets who represented 
the future. The Mayor concluded by presenting a cheque for 
£50 from the Mayor’s Charity Fund.

The final award was made to Lin Simpson for her outstanding 
work organising the Yarm, Ingleby Barwick & Thornaby Poppy 
collections and was also responsible for organising a hugely 
enjoyable supper following the ceremony which everyone soon 
demolished.
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Sports Special

ax Jones is an ex-team leader of the Great Britain athle�cs Mteam (1998 – 2004).

Although currently living in Warwickshire,  Max was born 
(Northumberland Rd) and bred (Bassleton Lane) in Thornaby. He 
a�ended Queen Street Primary (le� in 1958) and Robert 
Atkinson Schools (le� in 1962) and studied for O and A levels at 
Billingham Technical College in the same class as the award-
winning actor Richard Griffiths.

A�er training as a teacher in Staffordshire at Madeley College 
(Keele University), Max taught at Newham Grange School, 
Stockton and Sarah Metcalfe School, Eston, in the early 1970s.

As a keen amateur athlete, he became the manager of 
Guisborough Sports Centre before moving to Wakefield to take 
up a post in recrea�on management.

A�er winning several county �tles, his athle�c abili�es were 
recognised and he was selected for the AAA of England team. 
Although s�ll in his early twen�es, once he felt he had achieved 
his poten�al as a performing athlete, he turned his a�en�ons to 
coaching to pass on his knowledge and skills gained as part of 
the AAA team.

In 1981, he was appointed as a Na�onal Athle�cs Coach by the 
Bri�sh Athle�cs Federa�on and in that capacity travelled with 
the Bri�sh Athle�cs Team a�ending seven Olympic Games, 8 
world, five European Championships and three Commonwealth 
Games.

Max coached 35 interna�onal athletes including three 
Commonwealth medallists and was part of Paula Radcliffe's 
coaching team.

In 1998, he became the Performance Director for Bri�sh 
Athle�cs and was Team Leader for the Great Britain teams 1998-
2004. This included the Sydney Olympics (2000) and the Athens 
Olympics (2004). The team also won the European Cup on two 
occasions during that period.

Max's most memorable moment was on the last night of the 
Athens Games when Kelly Holmes won the 1500 metres and the 
men's team won the sprint relay - all within a 30 minute �me 
slot.

Although now re�red and living in Warwickshire, he keeps fit by 
playing golf, travelling and looking a�er his grandchildren, a full-
�me job in itself!

During his teenage years, he was a good friend of Mick Eddy 
who became Mayor of Thornaby and went on to comment, 
“Thornaby was a good place to grow up in the fi�ies and six�es 
and I s�ll have fond memories of the town. I visit Thornaby 
occasionally and keep in touch with developments via the 
internet.”

Roger Black (Team 
Captain left) and 
Max Jones having 
just been thrown 
into the water jump 
in St. Petersburg, 
Russia. The Great 
Britain team had 
just won the 
European Cup 
(1998) 

pring is finally upon us, so ditch the duvet and blow away Sthe cobwebs by leaping into action with a Free health 
and fitness pass from Activ8 in the Thornaby Pavilion! 

It is offering a no-obligation, seven-day trial of its amazing 
facilities absolutely free! An Activ8 pass will allow you to use 
its gym, its huge variety of fitness classes as well as three 
swimming pools at Thornaby Pool, Splash and Billingham 
Forum.

What better incentive to start that long overdue health and 
wellbeing regime? Also, new customers that sign up before 
April 12th will pay no joining fee! 

New classes include Piloxing, Les Mills Body Attack and Body 
Combat and with over 130 other fitness classes (including 
Metafit, Spinning, Kettlebells and Boxercise) every single 
week across all Activ8 venues, it is bound to have the right 
class, at the right time, to suit you and your fitness needs. 
See the Activ8 advertisement on page 31. 

To get your FREE Activ8 pass, Call 01642 528583 or find out 
more information at www.activ8fitnessclubs.co.uk.



Martin, who coaches both lads, said, "Alex 
and Max were selected to represent the 
UKBJJ youth squad from nearly 100 
applicants. Through competition, this 
number was initially whittled down to 25 
and then 10 with both Max and Alex 
coming through with flying colours. They 
were the only kids from the north east to 
be chosen and the amount of super 
human effort, dedication and training put 
in by them both has really paid dividends 
big style. I am really very proud of them."

Ralph Presgrave, one of the coaches at 
the Academy said, "These guys are little 
monsters that are going to be huge stars 
of the future. They have achieved more in 
BJJ in just two years of training than most 
competitors could only dream of. I hope 
they continue so they can graduate to the 
S2S project when they both reach 13 
years of age. It would be great to have 
them onboard to represent the project."

The lads are now looking for further 
sponsorship to cover additional trips 
representing the UK so if you or your 
company could spare some funds to 
enable this to happen, please get in touch 
with Martin Ashton on Facebook. 
Anything you can spare, no matter how 
small, will be gratefully received.

If you have been motivated and excited by 
the above, S2S has free training on offer 
to children, young people and adults In 
Brazilian Jujitsu. Again get in touch with 
Martin Ashton or Ralph Presgrave on 
Facebook.

Don't just dream about it - Do it!
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Submit 2 Success

THORNABYPride

hree local organisations have Tbenefited from a health fund to help 
the Victoria and Mandale Ward. Submit to 
Success (S2S) is one of them and is 
utilising the cash to add an additional 
training session for young people aged 13-
19 in the Ward. Once again, this will be 
free of charge to participants and is aimed 
at promoting healthy lifestyle and fitness.

The funding has provided long term 
stability for S2S as along with funding 
from Thirteen Group last year, it will 
enable it to keep going for a good couple 
of years.

The new project is due to launch in April 
just in time for spring and lighter 
evenings.  The focus this time being NO GI 
submission grappling but without the 
need to wear a traditional kimono (judo 
type suit), as it can be off-putting for 
young people choosing to engage. The NO 
GI version of the sport is much faster 
paced, hard going and utilizing a couple of 
techniques not permitted in traditional 
BJJ, such as leg locks and figure four 
holds.

Another key difference is that it simply 
requires shorts and T-shirts to take part 
and organisers are hoping it will be a huge 
hit with the youngsters of the V&M ward. 
The award has also funded some top level 
training and conditioning equipment 
which will make the venue ready to offer 
strength and conditioning training. This 
will really help develop all young people 
and adults that use the Victoria Park 
Community Hall. Various fitness sessions 
include battle ropes, kettlebells and 
gymnastic rings etc. which will turn the 
gym into a top training facility.
Submit 2 Success has grown over the past 
two years and welcomes any young 
people in the area who want to get fit and 
get off the streets to give submission 
grappling a try. It's one of the main sports 
used in mixed martial arts and when 
twinned with wrestling and Thai boxing, is 
probably one of the most effective 
fighting systems there is.

The session will commence in April at 
Victoria Park Community Hall between 
5:30-6:30pm and for 13-19 year olds is 
completely free of charge. All that is 
required from those who turn up is that 
they actually want to learn. The project 
attendance comes with certain conditions 
and responsibilities. S2S is not promoting 
young people to learn how to fight and 
participants should never use any of 
knowledge outside the classes. If you turn 
up, you must respect your training 
partners and the gym. It's as simple as 
that. Organisers are fairly no-nonsense 
when it comes to training but if guys can 
listen and understand what is on offer 
FOR FREE, then qualified trainers are 
happy to coach them.

S2S is particularly keen on engaging young 
people who are not having the best time 
at the minute, perhaps finding themselves 
on the wrong side of the law or peer 
groups they are associating with.

The project currently has eight very good 
young people engaged on Friday evenings 
and these youngsters are already sparring 
against grown adults and it is expected 
that the NO GI sessions will bring in 
double those figures, especially with the 
conditioning training supplementing 
them.

In other S2S news, Alex Williams (9) and 
Max Ashton (12) have just returned from 
Los Angeles having competed in the Pan-
Am world Championships in the IBJJF 
section for kids. Max lost a close fight 
against the world champion falling to a 
Kimura arm lock late in the bout but this 
still leaves him No 3 in the world, while 
Alex won gold to become IBJJF 2015 
world champion in the Pan-Am kids under 
38kg class.

Both these young superstars train out of 
Martin Ashton's Ninja Academy in the 
same venue as S2S and were training six 
days a week leading up to the 
competition. Max generated some money 
towards his trip via fund raising and the  
local community came together to help 
him take his place on the world stage.

New Courses Available

S2S Friday group (l to r) Lewis, Milly, Harry, 
Ralph, Ben, James, Bodack and Louie Alex Williams (9) and Max Ashton (12)



10 THORNABYPride

Thornaby’s Got More Talent!

ollowing on from the article on F“Thornaby's Got Talent” in the last 
edition of Thornaby Pride magazine, TTC 
is delighted to reveal details of yet 
another talented Thornaby artiste.

Joanne Swansborough grew up in 
Thornaby and left aged 19 to successfully 
complete a 4-year Bachelor of Arts degree 
in the West Midlands which she passed 
with honours. For the following seven 
years, Joanne worked for an interior 
design company for which she travelled 
extensively. When the time came for her 
to start a family, she returned to 
university to train as a registered nurse 
and, fully qualified, returned to her family 
roots in Thornaby.

For the past twelve years, Joanne has 
worked within a surgery specialising in 
colorectal, upper GI and Bariatric surgery. 
Her daughter Lydia (16) is studying A-
levels in psychology and sociology at 
Middlesbrough College of Art whilst her 
son Sam (9) also carries the same creative 
artistic family traits as his mother.  

Joanne recently painted pictures of 
Thornaby's Five Lamps, which was the 
start of her black and white paintings and 
this led to further paintings of the 
Salvation Army, which surprisingly found a 
home in California, and her current 
depiction of old Yarm fair. She has staged 
three exhibitions of her work, the first in 
London at the Scottish Malt Whisky 
Society and a further two at Darlington. It 
was only after her third painting of the 
Five Lamps that she realised the 
connection of it to her ancestors following 
information given to her from her father 
Evan. 

Joanne's Grandma, Gladys Callaghan (nee 
Moody) was the daughter of Laura Anne 
and Charlie Moody. Gladys was born 
above the bakers shop in George Street at 
the corner of New Street, Thornaby, some 
fifty yards from the Five Lamps.

She had two brothers and four sisters and 
on leaving school, she secured a job with 
Sheldons near Pumphry's who 
manufactured sugar products. There she 
met William Leslie Callaghan or Les as he 
was known. He joined the merchant navy 
where he practiced his trade as a ships 
carpenter. When Les and Gladys married, 
they were advised by Les' father (who was 
awarded the British Empire Medal on 
22nd December 1944) to move to 
Birkenhead, where there was work to be 
found with Cammell Laird shipbuilding. He 
returned two years later to start working 
with The Tees and Hartlepool Port 
Authority as navigational aids foreman 

and lived in Cranbourn Terrace, Stockton 
before moving to Crosby Street Thornaby 
where Joanne's aunties and uncles were 
born along with her mother Irene.

They all eventually moved to Oxford 
Road, the family home of Les. Joanne's 
Grandma sadly died in the Dibble Bridge 
traffic accident on 22nd May 1975, along 
with many of her friends including the 
driver of the coach they were travelling 
in. Following the accident Joanne's 
Granddad Callaghan donated the blue 
aisle carpet in St Paul's church in 
remembrance of his loss. Joanne's 
Granddad, now approaching 90, served 
time with the Royal Marines.

Some of Joanne's work is featured on this 
page and she is now taking commissions. 

For more information please contact 
Joanne on jothomas2009@hotmail.co.uk.

Two examples of Joanne’s work

Joanne Swansborough
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Bader Primary School

Wryneck

  Bader School Parliament

In January we disbanded our school 
council and replaced it with the Bader 
School Parliament. Pupils from Y2 
upwards stood for parliament, soliciting 
support from their peers and a secret 
ballot was held. The successful candidates 
formed a parliament that is made up of a 
Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister for Learning, Minister for Culture, 
Minister for Community, Minister for 
Sport, Minister for Environment, Minister 
for Charity, and 4 Junior ministers. 
Parliament sits every Monday afternoon. 
Our thinking is that our pupils will develop 
a better understanding of democracy, 
tolerance, responsibility and the rule of 
law if they are active participants in a 
school based democratic process that 
replicates, in best part, the body that 
governs our country. Miss Cant and Mr 
Feasey take joint responsibility for the 
position of Speaker of the House.

Parliament welcomed James Wharton MP 
in February. This afforded members the 
opportunity to learn first hand from our 
very own MP what it is like to be a 
member of the House of Commons. Mr 
Wharton was impressed by the fact that 
members had prepared and then       
delivered speeches to the whole school. 
He talked about how he felt when giving 
his inaugural speech in the House of 
Commons and when he introduced a Bill 
to a packed House. We are looking at a 
system that would see members 
introduce Bills to our School Parliament 
when    pupils in school are looking for a 
change in policy. Members are already 
very active. For example, our Minister for 
Charity (Ebony) has taken charge of 
organising Red Nose Day, and our Minister 
for Sport (Ellie) is lobbying our Sports 
Lead (Mr Sherrington) for changes to our 
school curriculum offer on sport. 

Members are now looking forward to 
welcoming the Mayor of Thornaby, 
Councillor Sylvia Walmsley to school and 
then visiting Thornaby Town Hall. We are 
then off to the Houses of Parliament in 
London, having been kindly invited by 
James Wharton.

  Year 4 in France

Our Year 4 children are looking forward to 
their residential in France at the end of 
March. We are staying at a lakeside centre 
in the Gue de Selle. We are spending a 
day in Paris; going up the Eiffel Tower, 
taking a cruise down the Seine, and 
having an evening meal in a restaurant by 
the Louvres Palais. Another day will be 
spent in Rennes, visiting the Espace des 

Sciences and the magnificent Cathédrale 
Saint-Pierre de Rennes. We will also 
spend a day at the centre, taking part in a 
range of activities, including canoeing, 
archery and orienteering. We are also 
looking forward to the opportunity to 
practise using the French that we have 
been learning in school this year.

  Year 5 Skiing in Scotland

In February, our Y5 pupils enjoyed a 
fantastic week in Scotland, learning to ski. 
Actually, it is debatable who enjoyed 
themselves the most, staff or children! 
Probably both, to be fair!

  World Book Day: March 5th

World Book day in school, this year, saw 
every class select their favourite book 
and work with that throughout the day. 
Some fantastic work was shared in a 
whole school assembly on the afternoon, 
with, arguably, Y2 stealing the show with 
their hip-hop dance routine based on 
their chosen book Giraffes Can't Dance. 
And Brett the Giraffe showed us that, 
actually, he can dance! A great day ended 
with every child in school being awarded 
a book. Other 'favourite' books included:  
Dinosaurs Love Underpants, The Girl Who 
Loved Wellies, The Lost Happy Endings, 
Charlotte's Web and The Boy in Striped 
Pyjamas.

by Simon Feasey
Head Teacher
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SAME DAY GLASS REPLACEMENT SERVICE
UPVC Window Replacements

Locks, Handles and Hinges replaced to UPVC Windows,
Conservatories.

Sealed Double Glazed Unit Replacements
Safety Glass (toughened or laminated)

Mirrors, Edge Polishing, Holes drilled, Leaded Glass (old & new)
Horticulture Glass

All types of  glass cut, supplied and delivered
OPEN MON-FRI 8am till 12 noon then 1pm till 4.30pm

C. WAINE & SONS
Glazing Services Est 1982

Double Glazing Specialists
FREE ESTIMATES & FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Contact Mick or Gerry on 01642 601706 or email waineandsons@hotmail.com

81 Lanehouse Road, Thornaby TS17 8AF

MWC Aerials
A genuine small family-run business with over 20 years experience - fully qualified

VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES       SAME DAY SERVICE
Est 20 years

Freeview Digital TV Aerials, Phone and Broadband Sky repairs
OAP & NHS discounts, same day service

To ensure the best

for your TV and property,

FREE ADVICE
FREE TEST & SURVEY

MWC Aerials

01642 296276
07983 519196
01642 296276
07983 519196CALL MARTYN

Domestic Appliance
Repair Service

DOMESTIC REPAIR SPECIALISTS

42 Roseberry View, Thornaby
Tel: 01642 601441   01642 823468

NEFF      BOSCH      SIEMENS

Repairs to AEG   HOOVER   HOTPOINT
BELLING   CREDA   PHILLIPS etc

Electric Cooker Repair
£25 + Parts

When contacting please mention Thornaby Pride
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St Patrick’s Catholic College

Joey Loadwick, year 8 and Mrs Vaughan, 
Joey’s form teacher. Joey has gone from 

not enjoying reading to becoming an avid 
reader by being given one hour a week to 
read for pleasure. He has read all of the 

Harry Potter series and enjoys fiction and 
now reads at home most nights. Joey said 
that he loves his school and he said that 

the teachers give you all the help and 
support you need.

L-R: Mrs Keane, Rachel Pearce, Rebecca 
Collinson, Hannah Powell, Megan Carney, 

Jodie Garbutt, Abbie Loughrin, Abigail 
Webb, Kaitlin Raistrick, Susan Bell (school 

librarian) and Mr Filch ( Caretaker)

Philip Molyneux, Andrew Smith (English 
Dept) with Eleanor Reynolds and Georgia 
Coffield ( l-r). Both girls worked hard for 

the event and both enjoy reading.

Sue Bell, school librarian; Mark Anderson 
(Resistant Materials Technician) and 
Mark Simpson (Head of English Dept)

Quizitch Cup winners (cups donated
by N-Sign)

Fancy dress winner Anna as Hedwig the 
Owl and Evan as One Eyed Moody.

(Box sets donated by New Horizons Books)
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Local News

Support the Walkers!
Founded in September 2013, the Boro Walkers Association is a 
group of local lads that get together to raise funds for charities 
across the greater-Teesside area. To date, it has raised an 
amazing £28,000 in just 15 months.

Charities it already supports are Teesside & Stockton District MS 
Society groups, Ashtree and Priory Wood Special Needs Schools 
and The Sick Children's Trust, James Cook Hospital.

Last year, the Boro Walkers were invited to enter a team into the 
2-day, star-studded Riverside Stadium Charity Football 
tournament. This will be held on Sunday, May 24 and Bank 
Holiday Monday 25 and is in aid of Finlay Cooper, the late son of 
Boro legend Colin Cooper; and James Journey, a lad born with 
cerebral palsy. The Boro Walkers were so successful; it has been 
asked field three teams this year.

The details of the match can be seen on the poster opposite.

Happy Hands, a new charity for the area's deaf and disabled 
children, has been included as a beneficiary of funds in this 
year's tournament as they are in need of a minibus to transport 
kids to and from a new day centre and  for the general set-up of 
a new local premises which SBC is helping to secure a mortgage 
on behalf of the charity.

Boro Walkers, which includes several members from Thornaby, 
meet once a fortnight at The Bluebell Hotel on every other 
Sunday. It takes on fund-raising challenges from Hadrian's Wall 
(84 miles in just two days), the Lake District and Roseberry 
Topping. On the trip to the lakes, twenty seven of its intrepid 
walkers climbed Sty Head (825 feet).

A fund raising night is also being held at the Longlands Club on 
Friday, May 1 while in July, members are taking part in the Three 
Yorkshire Peaks challenge, a day with Para 10 in Colchester with 
a sky diving event is pencilled in for August.

Wow - way to go Lads!

Anyone in Thornaby interested in joining their fellow 
compatriots in the group can find further information on its 
Facebook page (The Borowalkers Association) or e-mail 
borowalkers@gmail.com or contact Peter Livingstone, Club 
Secretary on 07535 522017.

Losing a Library but 
gaining a Medical Centre!

Residents in Mandale and Victoria will no 
doubt be aware of the controversy 
surrounding the closure of Westbury 
Street Library, the best used branch 
library in the borough of Stockton on 
Tees. Its loss and relocation to an out of 
the way venue was a real body blow to so 
many dependent upon the facility for 
both leisure and the access provided to 
engage with other services. Consultation 
based upon ‘use it or lose it’ was a farce 
and the deal to sell it on was already 
being discussed. So basically, closure was 
a foregone conclusion. 

Now however, revised application has 
been submitted from the new owners, a 
medical practice, for alterations which 
include a single storey extension to rear, 
three dormer windows to north, south 
and west elevations and additional 

external alterations to provide a doctors 
GP surgery and minor surgical unit. And 
so, after the disappointment of losing the 
library, at least residents can take some 
comfort in the knowledge that the 
property is now to be transformed into 
something of immense value to the area 
and not left derelict or opened as 
something the area neither needs or 
wants.

Asbestos Removal 
Programme

During recent investment works being 
carried out in the Valiant Way, Victor Way 
& Vulcan Way it became apparent that 
some properties had evidence of asbestos 
within the loft space. To carry out the 
asbestos removal works in the safest and 
most effective way possible, Thirteen 
Group have postponed the investment 
works on the Holmes V Estate to enable 
them to plan an Asbestos Removal 

Programme. Any scaffolding erected will 
be removed week commencing 9th March 
until asbestos removal works are 
complete and the investment programme 
can resume. 

Every property is being contacted 
individually and surveys currently being 
carried out; not all properties are affected 
and some properties have already been 
given the all clear. It is vital that all 
tenants cooperate with Thirteen and do 
not access loft spaces until they have 
been informed that it is safe to do so. 

If you have any queries or concerns 
relating to this matter please contact 
Stuart Poulter/ Rachel Cox on telephone 
number 0300 111 1000. If you prefer you 
can write to Thirteen Group at Tristar 
House, Property Services, Lockheed 
Court, Preston Farm Industrial Estate, 
Stockton-on-Tees, TS18 3SH or you can e-
mail stuart.poulter@thirteengroup.co.uk.
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5 Lamps - Making People Matter

In August 2014, Kerrianne Covell auditioned for the X Factor 
television Series 2014. Along with five other contestants she 
successfully made it through to one of the judge's houses, 
Cheryl Fernandez-Versini, over in the South of France.

Unfortunately Kerrianne did not make it to the Live Shows, but 
that was not the end of Miss Covell's career.

Over the next few months, Kerrianne started performing all over 
the country  and in December 2014 made a visit to the VIBE 
night at Five Lamps, the Youthy.  

The VIBE night at the Youthy is for young people aged 7 to 25 
years with physical and learning disabilities. The night has 
activities for the young people which includes; a climbing wall, 
arts and crafts, games consoles, trips out and discos.

The Young people and carers enjoyed the visit from Kerrianne, 
who, after having a tour of the building which she thought was 
amazing, went upstairs and greeted everyone on a one to one 
basis. 

The young people had their photos taken with Kerrianne and 
also received signed personal notes.

After all of the autographs, Kerrianne was able to enjoy the Vibe 
night, where she had fun dancing with the young people, having 
a chat and even had a certain young man sing to her!

Kerrianne told the Youthy team she had had so much fun during 
her visit and that she would love to return in the future. 

Kerrianne's mother, Pam, commented on the Youthy Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/fivelampsyouthy, “Kerrianne loved 
every minute of it!” 

The Youthy Staff and young people “Thank you so much for 
popping along to see us Kerrianne, you made all of us smile that 
day and are all truly grateful.”  

Photos show the young people with Kerrianne Covell.

For more information on The Youthy visit 
www.fivelamps.org.uk/youth/ 

The Youthy opening times are: Monday night: The Senior Youth 
Club is for young people aged 11 to 18 years and is open on 
Mondays from 5.30pm to 8.45pm.

Tuesday night: The VIBE Youth Club is for young people aged 7 
to 18 years with physical and learning disabilities. VIBE is open 
on Tuesdays and Fridays from 5.30pm to 8.45pm.

Wednesday night: All Stars Youth Club is for young people aged 
7 to 10 years and is open on Wednesdays from 5.15pm to 
7.45pm.

Friday night: The VIBE Youth Club is for young people aged 7 to 
25 years with physical and learning disabilities. VIBE is open on 
Tuesdays and Fridays from 5.30pm to 8.45pm.is open on 
Tuesdays and Fridays from 5.30pm to 8.45pm.

Kerrianne Stops Over
At The Youthy!
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Local News and Interest

n Monday, March 9, Thornaby Town OCouncil took part in the annual ‘Fly a 
Flag for the Commonwealth’ for the very 
first time. In keeping with tradition, the 
Commonwealth flag was proudly raised 
on the flagpole on the roof of Thornaby 
Town Hall as a symbol of unity amongst a 
great family of nations and celebration of 
its diverse cultures. A statement of 
affirmation was also attached to the 
Town Hall gates (see opposite) as a 
reminder of the values and aspirations of 
the Commonwealth.

Community Chest

The Community Chest Fund is a grant 
scheme providing financial support for 
community organisations.

Here at Thornaby Town Council we 
recognise and support the valuable 
contribution made by the voluntary 
sector to the well-being of the 
community.

Some of the lucky recipients of this grant 
in 2014/15 include Teesdale Social Club, 
Parks Resident Group and 8th Thornaby 
Brownies who were successful in 
receiving a grant of up to £150.00.

For more information anyone wishing
to apply for a grant can contact Thornaby 
Town Council on 01642 678652
or by email to 
townclerk@thornabytowncouncil.gov.uk

The Commonwealth Affirmation

“Joining together as members of one 
worldwide commonwealth community 

and valuing the personal dignity and 
worth of every citizen, we raise this

flag as a symbol of the ties of kinship
and affinity that we cherish. We draw 
inspiration from our diversity and the 

opportunities for working together as a 
rich source of wisdom and a powerful 

influence for good in the world. We 
affirm our commitment to upholding

the values set out in the Commonwealth 
Charter, to serving one another in a

spirit of respect and understanding and 
to advancing development, democracy 

and co-operation locally, nationally
and internationally.”

Thornaby Pride Magazine
For all advertising enquiries, 

please call Lesley Palmer 
Associates on

07737 739583
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Local Info

Need meaningful 
help to stop 
smoking in 2015? 
The New Year is a great opportunity to 
stop smoking and, with NHS support, you 
could save money, improve your health 
and become smoke-free.

The local drop-in sessions offer free 
advice on nicotine replacement 
treatments (e.g. patches or access to 
Champix medication - GP consent 
required) and regular support/ 
prescriptions to help you stop smoking 
during a 12 week programme. It's a 
friendly approach to get you through 
stopping smoking and help cope with 
cravings.

You are four times more likely to stop 
smoking when accessing the specialist 
NHS Stop Smoking Service for support.

The local NHS drop in sessions are 
always available : 

High Flyer's Children Centre, 
Tedder Ave, Thornaby
Tuesday 5.00 - 6.30

Riverbank Children's Centre, 
Gilmour St, Thornaby
Wednesday 2.00 - 3.30

Alterna�vely you can a�end: 

Lawson Street
Tuesday 9.30 - 11.00

Norton Medical Centre
Wednesday 5.30 - 7.30

Queensways Medical 
Centre, Billingham
Thursday 2.15 - 4.15

Eaglescliffe Health Centre
Thursday 4.15 - 5.30

Elm Tree Community Centre
Thursday 5.15 - 6.45

Alma Medical Prac�ce
Friday 9.00 - 11.00

Splash, Saturday
10.00 - 11.30

Imperial Ave/Lanehouse Road 10-30 12-42 13-45
Millfield Close/Lanehouse Road 10-32 12-44 13-47
Acklam Road (opposite Pleasure Gardens) 10-33 12-45 13-48
Teesdale (Auto tyres) 10-35 12-47 13-51
Teesdale opposite (Auto tyres) 10-40 12-52 13-56
Stockton High Street (Specsavers) 10-42 12-54 13-58
Depart Stockton High Street 10-45 12-57 14-01

Stockton High Street (Specsavers) 10-50 13-00 14-06
Teesdale (Auto tyres) 10-53 13-03 14-09
Teesdale opposite (Auto tyres) 10-55 13-05 14-11
Acklam Road (Pleasure Gardens) 11-00 13-10 14-16
Millfield Close/Lanehouse Road 11-02 13-12 14-18
Diamond Road/Lanehouse Road 11-03 13-13 14-19
Beechwood/Thornaby Road 11-05 13-15
Gilpin Road/Thornaby Road 11-06 13-16
Winsor Road/Thornaby Road 11-07 13-17
Laburnum Ave/Thornaby Road 11-08 13-18
Oddfellows/Thornaby Road 11-09 13-19
Sinnington Road/Thornaby Road 11-10 13-21
Thornaby Town Centre 11-15 13-26
Cumbernauld Road shops 11-18 13-29
Bracknell Road 11-20 13-31

Thornaby Town Centre 12-30 13-35
Sinnington Road/Thornaby Road 12-34 13-39
Oddfellows/Thornaby Road 12-35 13-40
Laburnum Ave/Thornaby Road 12-36 13-41
Winsor Road/Thornaby Road 12-37 13-42
Gilpin Road/Thornaby Road 12-38 13-43
Beechwood/Thornaby Road 12-39 13-44

Link Bus New Route Timetable
Thornaby Town Council Link Bus Route for concessionary bus pass holders only

Contact the NHS Specialist
Stop Smoking Service
on 01642 383819 or 
www.nth.nhs.uk/stopsmoking

Please note that the link bus now takes in Cumbernauld Road.
For more information on the link bus please contact the Town Clerk on 

01642 678652 or by email townclerk@thornabytowncouncil.gov.uk

Monday Wednesday Thursday

Small Garden for 
WW1 Plaque
A big thank you from TTC to Oliver 
Westley, manager of the Pavilion 
Shopping Centre, who has provided 
the small garden surrounding the 
First World War Memorial Plaque.

The plaque, donated by Irene 
Jessop Funeral Service, was 
unveiled last year during a moving 
service to honour those servicemen 
and women who gave their all 
serving in the Great War.
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Gardening without 
harmful invasive plants
With over 70,000 plants to choose from 
and with new varie�es being introduced 
each year, it is no wonder we are a 
na�on of gardeners.

However, a few plants can cause you and 
the environment problems. These are 
known as non-invasive plants. Although 
they comprise of a small minority of all 
plants available to buy for your garden, 
the impact they can have is extensive 
and may be irreversible.

Around 60% of the invasive non-na�ve 
plant species damaging our natural 
habitats originate from gardens and 
garden ponds.

Some invasive non-na�ve plants might 
be straight forward for you to keep in 
check in your garden or garden pond if 
you can tend to them frequently, but in 
the wider countryside, where such 
pruning and weeding effort is not 
feasible these plants can cause problems 
for na�ve plants and animals. Trying to 
get rid of problem plants from natural 
habitats, especially important nature 
conserva�on sites, is expensive and 
difficult. O�en complete eradica�on of 
such plants from the wild becomes 
impossible, and many hundreds of 
thousand pounds are spent each year in 
an effort to limit their spread.

Other invasive non-na�ve plants can 
cause you difficul�es too. They may 
quickly outgrow their space or become 
entrenched so that no ma�er how hard 
you try to eliminate them, and regardless 
of how much of your flower bed is dug 
up, new shoots may keep on appearing.

Plantlife and the Royal Hor�cultural 
Society have put together a guide which 
can help you choose plants that are less 
likely to cause problems to the 
environment should they escape from 
your garden. Even the most diligent 
gardener cannot ensure that their plants 
do not escape over the garden wall (as 
berries and seeds may be carried away 
by birds or the wind).

At the moment, many invasive 
plants are s�ll available to 

buy from garden 
centres, 
aqua�c 
centres 
and other 
plant 
retailers. 

Local Interest

Cu�ngs from a friend's garden may be 
taken from invasive plants.

The following websites will be able to 
provide more informa�on about invasive 
plants that you may have in your garden 
or pond and how to remove them if you 
wish to:

Plantlife – www.plantlife.org.uk

Royal Hor�cultural Society – 
www.rhs.org.uk

Non-Na�ve Species Secretariat – 
www.nonna�vespecies.org

Alterna�vely, you can contact Plantlife 
on 01722 342730

SOMETHING FISHY 
HAPPENED IN 
THORNABY!
More than 100 yellow fish appeared in 
unusual places across one of Thornaby's 
estates. The aquatic creatures are to 
encourage people to think about what 
they put down surface water 
drains and to highlight and 
reduce the significant 
negative impact that 
misconnected waste water 
plumbing in homes and 
businesses, and the misuse of 
road gullies, can have on the local aquatic 
environment. 

Road gullies are designed to only drain 
surface water into surface water drains 
and sewers. This water is often returned 
back to the environment, untreated. The 
three-and-a-half-inch diameter plaques, 
which feature the fish and the words 
'DON'T POLLUTE – DRAINS TO RIVER', 
have been installed next to road gullies 
on Eltham Crescent and its adjoining 
streets. These streets have been chosen 
as there has been a history of pollution 
issues in nearby Stainsby Beck. 

The Living Waterways Project's main aim 
is to create new wildlife habitats and 
reduce pollution to water courses from 
urban areas. It is a partnership initiative 
between Tees Valley Wildlife Trust, the 
Environment Agency and Northumbrian 
Water and is being delivered in 
conjunction with the national Connect 
Right Campaign. 

ConnectRight is the public face of the 
National Misconnections Strategy Group.  
It's a partnership of organisations who 

Thornaby Mayor – Councillor Sylvia 
Walmsley pictured with pupils from 

Christ the King RC Primary School and 
community members.

are working to reduce water pollution 
from drains and sewers. For more 
information go to 
http://www.connectright.org.uk/.

Baths, toilets, washing machines and 
dishwashers which are connected to 
surface water sewer systems pollute 
rivers and beaches, damage wildlife and 
put health at risk. They should instead 
be connected to the foul sewerage 
network so the waste water goes to 
sewage works for safe treatment. 
Gutters and downpipes taking rain from 
roofs which are wrongly connected to 
the foul instead of surface water 
sewerage systems can contribute to 
flooding.

Thornaby Mayor, Councillor Sylvia 
Walmsley said, “I am pleased to support 
this worthwhile initiative as I have been 
trying over many years to get the Beck 
and surrounding areas cleaned up. 
Hopefully this will lead to an increase in 
water quality and the resurgence of 
wildlife within the river.”

For further information contact David 
Johnson, Tees Valley Wildlife Trust, on 
01287 636 382.

Pupils from Christ the King RC Primary 
School and members of the local 

community also did a litter pick and 
nature walk along Stainsby Beck.
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Local Heroes

MBE for Thornaby
Talent Scout
Veteran talent scout Eric Powell was 
awarded a well-deserved MBE in the 
Queen's New Year Honours list in 
January.

Born at 7 Trent Avenue, Thornaby, Eric 
was educated at the Arthur Head School. 

His well-deserved MBE is in recognition 
of over 50-years dedication to the game 
of football. Eric's ability to spot young 
talent has benefited many top clubs 
including Manchester City, Everton, 
Ipswich, Blackpool, Middlesbrough and 
Newcastle. They all owe him a debt of 
gratitude for his obvious sporting nous 
which has served him well for over five 
decades. 

Thornaby Town Council recognised Eric's 
contribution to football in 2010 when it 
introduced The Eric Powell Cup for a five-
a-side football tournament competed for 
at the annual Thornaby Show.

In addition, the Eric Powell Charity Cup is 
held annually between the winners of the 
North Riding Football Association Senior 
cup and the Durham Football Association 
Challenge cup. All money raised from the 
event is split between the Great North 
Air Ambulance Service and North Riding 
FA.

In his early days, Eric first met Edward 
(Ned) Cooper VC, in 1940 when just ten 
years old. The pair had a long and lasting 
friendship until Ned's death in 1985.

Both being Thornaby Yorkshiremen, it 
was very fitting that Eric presented Ned's 
cap badge and pictures of him receiving 
his VC and citation from King George V to 
Thornaby Town Council.

These have been joined by a plaque 
commissioned in 1977 (60 years to the 
day that Ned won the VC) by Eric and 
then-Mayor Laurie Wild commemorating 
Ned being the first VC recipient in the 
greater Thornaby area. The plaque is now 
on display in Stockton Borough Council 
Library. Ned went on to be a JP and was a 
tireless worker on behalf of the SSAFA 
(Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families 
Association) and The British Legion.

Ned's contribution to society was also 
recently recognised by a member of the 
latest generation of Thornaby folk. For his 
first homework project, Jakob Taylor (7) a 
year 3 pupil at Hartburn Primary School 
was charged with finding a local hero. 
After searching the internet, he came 
across the story of the bravery of Ned 
Cooper when he single-handedly charged 
a German machine gun pillbox.

To put this into perspective, Jakob visited 
a pillbox in Weary Bank, then onto to the 
Preston Hall Museum to view Ned's VC 
before attending a Remembrance Sunday 
at the Thornaby Cenotaph in November. 
Needless to say, he received full marks for 
his well-researched project.

Both Ned and Eric are true Local Heroes 
and a credit to Thornaby. If you would 
like to nominate someone you think 
qualifies as a local hero, please contact 
Tina Mansell, Town Clerk at Thornaby 
Town Hall.

John McGovern, Eric Powell, Tony 
Mowbray with the Eric Powell Charity Cup

Councillors Steve Walmsley, Mick Moore, 
Eric Powell, Mayor Sylvia Walmsley, 
Councillor Karina Maxwell, David M 

Nicholson (DMN Project Management), 
Councillors Pat Large and Ian Dalgarno

l-r: Sgt Billy Broadbent of Thornaby, 
Richard Annand VC DLI (first Army VC 

awarded in WW2), Ned and Ann Cooper 
and the Mayor and Mayoress

of Stockton-on-Tees

Eric Powell with Major Edward Cooper VC 
on August 16, 1977

Eric Powell with the Mayor of Thornaby, 
Sylvia Walmsley, and Jakob Taylor
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®

61 Lanehouse Road, Thornaby TS17 8AF  T: 01642 674273

Open 9.30am-6pm Tues- Fri; 9.30am-5pm Sat.

off any purchase
in the shop from

Bicycles to Accessories
on production
of this advert

(no photocopies accepted) Offer ends 30.9.13

0%10%1
Stockists of Scott and GT Bicycles

GLG CyclesGLG Cycles

Professional Floristry serving the community 
since 1998 for Christenings, Weddings and 
Funerals (home visits available)

91 Lanehouse Road Tel: 01642 608600

Family-owned business

We also provide Wedding chair covers, 
sweet trolleys and Chocolate Bouquets

are our speciality
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Ultimate Party 
Planner!
Extensualeyes is run by the highly 
organised Kirsty McDermot-Stanley which 
is based in Brian Barry's Hair Salon on 
Acklam Road. It offers every conceivable 
hair and beauty treatment as well as 
themed party organising for both adults 
and kids. It is the one-stop shop for hair-
extensions, love lashes, beauty therapy, 
spray tanning, hair removal, ear piercing 
and dermal anchors.

VIP beauty packages including a mother 
and daughter op�on is available, as is a 
full wedding planning service including 
catering and the ul�mate party 
experience packages for adults (including 
Hen par�es) and children (including Belle, 
Cinderella, and Frozen). For the over 16s, 
chocolate angel par�es offer a naughty 
but nice original party experience whilst 
the over 18s can enjoy bubbles and 
beauty par�es.

10% of all profits from children's par�es 
are donated to Zoe's Place, the baby 
hospice. Whatever you are planning in 
the hair, beauty and party area, 
Extensualeyes seems to have it covered. 
Check it out for yourself on 
www.extensualeyes.co.uk

A Handy Contact! 
Another Thornaby-based entrepreneur is 
James Taylor of JJB Joinery.

As his company's name would suggest, 
this time-served joiner has expertise in 
fitting kitchens, bathrooms and 
bedrooms as well as laminate flooring, 
property convertions, renovations and 

07980 644502

JJS Joinery

Fully time served local joiner

FREE

QUOTES

4 Kitchens 
4 Bathroom
4 Bedrooms

4 Laminate Flooring
4 Property Conversions
4 Alterations and Renovations

Thornaby Pride Magazine is 
pleased to report that the spirit of 
entrepreneurial endeavour is 
alive and kicking in Thornaby with 
two town-based companies 
making waves in the north east 
area.

alterations. He lives locally and offers free 
quotations. No job too small or too big it 
would seem. With quality workmanship 
assured, James is a good tradesman to 
know by the sound of it!

Call him on 07980 644502 or see his 
advertisement above.

Stockton Council is calling for more 
people living in Thornaby to think about 
becoming foster carers or adopting 
children, to help support some of the 
most vulnerable young people in our 
area. 

There are around 380 children and young 
people across Stockton on Tees who, for 
various reasons, cannot live with their 
birth families and need to be looked after. 

There is a shortage of foster carers across 
Stockton on Tees needed to look after 
children of primary school age and 
teenagers, as well as groups of brothers 
and sisters to avoid separating them. 
More carers are also needed to foster 
children on a long-term basis until they 
reach adulthood and are able to live 
independently. 

The Council is also looking for more 
people to consider adopting children over 
the age of four, as well as groups of 
brothers and sisters, as these are the 
children who are waiting the longest to 
find their 'forever family'.

Many people rule themselves out of 
fostering and adoption before even 
making an enquiry. In fact, there is no 
upper age limit to foster or adopt, you 
can be any age. You can also be single or 
divorced, gay or lesbian, employed or 
unemployed, and a homeowner or 

tenant. Other factors such as ethnicity 
and religion do not prevent you from 
fostering or adopting.

If you think you could foster or adopt, an 
information event is taking place at High 
Flyers Children's Centre on Tedder Avenue 
in Thornaby on Tuesday 24 March 
between 6pm and 8pm, where the 
Fostering and Adoption team will be on 
hand to offer information about the 
process and the support available.  

For more information, visit: 
www.stockton.gov.uk/fosteringand 
adoption call: 01642 526218 or email: 
child.placement@stockton.gov.uk 

Could you make a child feel
part of your family?
Could you make a child feel
part of your family?
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The incident I`m about to recall occurred 
sometime around 1970. I lived on 
Littleboy Drive, a row of houses which 
backs on to Littleboy Park and faces 
Mandale Common. Across from the 
common were various streets of council 
houses named after local towns 
(Guisborough, Saltburn and Eston). 
These have since been demolished to be 
replaced with names from much further 
locations in Northern Scotland. As such, 
each road had their own 'gang', not in 
the modern sense of course, but clearly 
defined groups, nonetheless. At the head 
of Saltburn Road`s gang was a character 
known as Tommo. I`m not sure what his 
real name was, as lots of people were 
known by nicknames, their true identity 
unknown to outsiders. Virtually everyone 
had a nickname or a corruption of their 
first name. In our gang Lawrence in no 29 
was known as 'Butch' (most 
inappropriate if you`d ever seen him!). 
Bizarrely, this was also the name of their 
family dog. I can only assume it saved 
time when calling them in for tea. 
Anyway, back to Tommo. He was in his 
early 20`s at the time, I think. He had a 
wild look about him: a hooked nose and 
straggly brown hair. He would lead raids 
on other people`s bonfires, but, on the 
day in question, set himself a loftier 
target.

We lived in no. 27 and directly behind 
our house in the park was a shelter. It 
had seen better days, to say the least. Its 
glass panes gone, it remained, so it 
seemed, as a challenge to youngsters to 
climb to the top, via the rusting metal 
framework. Never the most courageous 
of children, I did manage to achieve the 
ascent, but only after my younger 
brother, Martin had done it sometime 
before me. The shelter did serve another 
purpose, however, one of a fairly lurid 
nature. When the park`s changing rooms 
were full, the 'overflow' headed for the 
shelter to change for football on the 
nearby pitch. Bearing in mind that, apart 
from the metal framework at each end, 
the shelter was completely open to the 
elements, the sight of 22 men of various 
physiques undressing was a regular sight 
to inhabitants on nos. 27-30 Littleboy 
Drive. As football matches took place late 

on Sunday morning, this meant that 
mam, returning from 9.30 mass at St. 
Patrick`s, full of spirituality and sanctity, 
was confronted with the sight of 22 pairs 
of y-fronts as she peeled the veg for 
Sunday dinner.

Anyway, back to Tommo. One afternoon, 
as I was playing football on my own near 
the shelter, I suddenly became aware of a 
tumult of people entering the park 
through the gate at Dene Close. As this 
group was preceded by a dog, I 
scarpered. Anyone in our gang will tell 
you that I became invisible at the sight of 
a dog approaching. Even in the middle of 
a football match, even if I was in goal. I 
decided to head to my bedroom and 
watch what was going on from inside. 
What I saw were what seemed like every 
child (and dog) from Saltburn Road 
following their 'leader', Tommo.

Tommo marched confidently ahead, two 
ICI plastic fertiliser sacks strapped to 
each arm. I watched transfixed. Tommo 
began to climb the metal framework of 
the shelter until he reached the top. His 
'followers' all stood around the shelter in 
anticipation. It then dawned on me that 
he was about to attempt to become the 
first man to fly, expecting the recycled 
fertiliser sacks to bear him majestically 
over Littleboy Park (and beyond?). So, 
looking more like Worzel Gummidge than 
Superman and flapping vigorously, he 
made his momentous leap, cheered on 
by his gang, but, like all before him, his 
destination, with a thud, was the ground, 
the sacks proving more useful to 
agriculture than aviation. Undeterred, he 
began to run around the park, still 
flapping frantically, in the hope that take-
off could be achieved from ground level. 
Eventually, his arms aching and his 
ambitions dashed, he gave up and he and 
his entourage trudged back to Saltburn 
Road.

Shortly afterwards, having had enough of 
the sight of Sunday morning male 
buttock, mam complained to the council 
and someone came to inspect the 
shelter. As mam and the council member 
discussed the shelter, looking at it from 
our kitchen he suddenly said ' Yes, there`s 
a cheeky little so and so up there now.' ' 
Hiya, mam' my brother Martin shouted.

Shortly afterwards the shelter was 
demolished. I do not know what 
happened to Tommo. Maybe he became 
Thornaby`s first astronaut.

A Thornaby Man on a 
Mission to pictorially 
preserve the past
Alexander McConnell is a Thornaby lad 
who has just passed a degree in Fine 
Photography with a BA Honours.

He has always been a keen photographer 
and currently has two books of 
photographs on sale on the Amazon 
website called “Always Remember”.  It 
pictorially focusses  on Thornaby Airfield 
and various locations including the 
Airmans Statue, war graves , the Spitfire 
, St Peter's Church and the Five Lamps. 
The other book is called "A Lifetime of 
Memories - Heritage Park.” Both are 
based on Thornaby and its history.

Alexander said that he chose Thornaby 
to base his books on because he grew up 
there but was never taught its history at 
school. As a result, he investigated for 
himself all the local history his home 
town had to offer when old enough. 
While investigating, the thought  of 
writing a book about it all was always in 
his mind and hard about the images to 
be shown within it. This was a man on a 
mission for his early years onwards!

He cast his expert 
camera lens at the 
Airfield and The 
Spitfire which he 
photographed from 
every angle to bring 
attention to the 
care and detail used 
in recreating this 
plane. With regard 
to the memorial, 
Alexander focussed 
on what it was 
there for and why 
we should 
remember the 
contribution and 
sacrifice the area 
made to the war 
effort.  He also 
photographed St 
Peters Church; the 
original place of the 
5 Lamps and the 
Old Squadron drill hall and the runway. 
His photographic aim is to ensure that 
Thornaby events should always be 
remembered in years to come as the 
airfield and war should never be 
forgotten. 

Anybody interested in contacting 
Alexander for photographic commissions 
should  e-mail adgmstatic@yahoo.co.uk 

Tommo Tries To Fly

by Paul Harrison

Paul Harrison 
(right) with 
brother Martin 
back in the day!

Pic from A Lifetime of 
Memories - Heritage Park

Remembering Thornaby’s Past
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Remembering Thornaby’s Past

Mrs Crone’s shop on the
corner of Barnard Street

Toulson’s the Butchers, George Street, 
which later became Metcalfe’s Butchers.

Norman and Dorothy Toulson (nee Crone) were married on 
Monday, January 3, 1955 and have duly received a telegram 
from HM the Queen in January congratula�ng them on 60 years 
of marriage. They have two sons Neal and David, 3 grand-
children, Laura, Sam and Emma and one great-grandchild, Mia. 
Neil Toulson is currently chairman of Thornaby Cricket Club as 
his father Norman was before him. The happy couple recently 

contributed informa�on and old photographs to an Exhibi�on in 
Preston Park Museum staged by London-based film producer, 
Derek Smith.
As a result, Norman and Dorothy rediscovered an archive of 
photographs of early Thornaby which are featured below so that 
Thornaby Pride magazine readers can enjoy them and recognise 
former roads, streets and shops etc.

Diamond Wedding celebrations for Thornaby couple

Norman and Dorothy Toulson 
on their wedding day

Children’s Street Party in 1956

Pemberton’s Newsagents, late 1950s

Westbury Street where the Central 
Picture House used to be in 1956

Queens Cinema, Mandale Road in 1956

Mr & Mrs Ma� Livingston
outside their shop

The Flour Mill on Old Victoria Bridge 
which was demolished in 1908

Thornaby Boys and Girls Club 1950

Norman and Dorothy Toulson
February 2015
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Invitation to Lunch!
Christ the King Church on

Trenchard Avenue, Thornaby, invites 
Thornaby residents to join them for
a soup lunch every Friday in Lent in 

Christ the King Hall.

Soup will be served between 12 noon 
and 2pm on the following Fridays: 

February 20, 27, March 6, 13, 20 and 27.

April 3rd is Good Friday, so soup will be 
served after the 3pm service at 

around 4pm.

Come along for a chat, make some
new friends and, of course, enjoy

some delicious soup!

There is no charge and any donations 
will go to CAFOD to support their work 

in developing countries.

All will be made very welcome.

Chosen by You . . . 
given by ASDA

Everyone who shops in Asda, Thornaby 
will have seen the Community Life board 
at the front of the store where shoppers 
can vote for a local charity/project. This 
incentive puts the power in the hands of 
its customers and the community and the 
voting public can vote on where they 
would like to see support from Asda in its 
own local community. 

Asda will then give back through a 
financial donation (funded by the Asda 
Foundation) of £200 for the winner and 
£50 each for the runners up. Cath Abel, 
Community Champion stated “Giving 
back at local level helps create a sense of 
community spirit. Without the support 
from our loyal customers this initiative 
would not be able to succeed. Local 
charities, school projects and community 
projects are the main beneficiaries. So if 
anyone knows of a good cause within 
Thornaby that needs a bit of help and 
support then first of all they would need 
to collect a nomination form from the 
store, fill in the required details which 
includes the name of the cause that 
needs supporting and why they want 
Asda to support it. Once completed, it will 
need to be popped into the nomination 
box on the Community Life Board. 
Another way customers can nominate is 
by going to .”www.asda.com

Anyone wishing further information 
about the ‘Chosen by You’ initiative 
please contact Cath Abel, Community 
Champion on 01642 769898.

One local cause to receive a donation is 
the Riverbank Children's Centre on 
Gilmour Street.

It was delighted to win £50 from featuring 
on the Thornaby Asda local business 
board. The Centre is currently developing 
the outdoor environment to promote 

Cath Abel, Community Champion

Silver Savers Discount Day 
and Coffee Mornings
Senior citizens can continue to claim 
exclusive offers every third Thursday of 
the month at the Pavilion Shopping 
Centre! 2015 sees 90 year old local bowls 
player, Fred Pickering appointed as the 
centre's first Older Peoples Ambassador 
and the face of the Silver Savers 
Campaign.

healthy living with both Children’s Centre 
families and two-year funded children 
accessing Riverbank Childcare Nursery.

Vegetable seeds  were purchased for 
families and children to plant to develop 
its community garden and to learn about 
the benefits of making healthy choices 
when planning meals in the home.

Riverbank staff would like to thank the 
Asda landscape team who supported the 
project by working alongside Centre staff 
and families to develop the garden in 
readiness for planting and the newly 
erected poly tunnel. The Centre looks 
forward to continuing its partnership with 
Asda in the future.

Silver Saver Discount Days entitle senior 
citizens to a whole host of offers and 
discounts — they just have to show their 
bus pass to take part.

The next event is on Thursday 19th March 
with a chance to chat to others and make 
new friends, or catch up with old 
acquaintances at Cafe Pavilion, located in 
Tees Active leisure centre. Other retailers 

taking part in the campaign include 
Boots, Roman, Cooplands, Iceland, TD 
Morton Opticians, Roberts Family 
Butchers, and Tees Active.

The Pavilion Shopping Centre (see our ad 
on p31), at the heart of the Teesside 
town, is home to more than 30 stores, 
from high street names through to family 
independents offering fashion, health and 
beauty to services and food and drink, 
and includes free parking for up to 3 
hours. For full details of the Silver Savers 
offers and coffee mornings, please visit: 
http://www.thepavilion thornaby.co.uk/, 
like us on Facebook and follow us on 
Twitter.

FREE Kids Easter Fun
at the Pavilion

The Pavilion is hosting a fun and energetic 
kids Health and Fitness Event this Easter 
holiday. The free drop in event will take 
place on Thursday 7th April between 
10am – 3pm in the main square outside 
Sphere Café. Children can enjoy short 
fitness sessions to music which will show 
them how to stretch and enjoy exercise 
as well as teach them about healthy food 
and drink by our charismatic fitness 
coaches!

Children can also get crafty, with free 
Easter egg decorating activities that they 
can take home as a special memento.

For more details on the event and other 
forthcoming activity at the centre visit: 
http://www.thepavilionthornaby.co.uk/, 
like us on Facebook and follow us on 
Twitter.

Fred Pickering, the face of Silver Savers
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Proposed new Aldi Store
On 29th January Aldi held a public 
exhibi�on regarding their proposals for a 
new food store on Allensway. The 
proposed site sits between the Adult 
Educa�on centre and Christ the King RC 
Primary School. The exhibi�on was well 
a�ended and representa�ves from Aldi 
and GMI Developments were on hand to 
listen to comments from local residents 
and Councillor Sylvia Walmsley. 

Following concerns being raised regarding 
the proximity of the rear of the store to 
proper�es in Leahope Court, the layout 
has been revised and the store moved 
approximately 12 metres so that the 
nearest property to the store is now over 
30m away. They have also included 
addi�onal landscaping works to further 
minimise any impact. 

The revised layout will be submi�ed for 
Planning Approval at the end of 
February/early March. And whilst 
investment and new employment is 
welcomed in Thornaby and shows 
confidence in the town, Thornaby Town 
Council expects meaningful consulta�on 
with residents to be concluded as well as 
feedback from similar businesses about 
poten�al impact of a new store before 
making a judgement that could affect the 
balance of what is a highly successful 
Town Centre. 

Garages demolished
Ray Godwin, Chair of the Dales Residents, 
has written to Thornaby Pride praising 
residents for their patience shown for 
short term inconvenience whilst garages 
near to Anson and Hudson Houses were 
being demolished.

Thanks Ronnie
Ronnie Butterworth is to retire and 
Thornaby Town Council would like to 
say a great big “thank you” for all his 
help over the many years with the 
council's Battle of Britain and 
Remembrance Sunday events. Ronnie 
also belonged to the Council's First 
World War Steering Group.

Tina Mansell, TTC Town Clerk said, 
“Part of my role is to organise events 
within the council and Ronnie would 
be the first telephone call I would 
make when starting to plan them. His 
help and advice has been of great 
value to me and I could not have 
done them without him. I would like 
to put on record that it has been a 
pleasure working alongside him over 
the past few years.”

Ronnie with Mayor Sylvia 
Walmsley at St Patrick’s Church

Possible site entrance

Revised layout

Ray said: “This is the end result of a 
campaign by residents, working with 
thirteen and other agencies and with the 
outstanding support from ward 
councillors, to tackle anti-social behaviour 
and remove derelict garage sites from the 
estate. The garages are being replaced 
with new pathways and quality 
landscaping improving not only the lives 
of the people living in the flats and on the 
estate, but all Thornaby residents who 
walk through this area on a daily basis.” 

A spokesperson for Thornaby Town 
Council expressed the Town Council’s 
gratitude to Ray and Dales Estate 
residents for the brilliant example of 
standing up for community values that 
epitomises the spirit of Thornaby on Tees. 
A statement from the Town Council 
declared : “Residents acting in a manner 
like those on the Dales who have shown 
such tenacity in fighting for what is right 
really sums up why Thornaby is so unique 
and why refusal to accept crime, ASB and 
poor quality has seen the resurgence of 
our town in recent years as a place to 
invest and live in. We should never allow 
it to slip again through apathy and past 
inadequate representation, nor should 
we ever allow an unthinking minority to 
ruin quality of life for so many.”

Crash Site
The picture shows the latest collision 
which occurred in mid-February between 
a bus travelling down Mandale Road and 
a vehicle leaving the Mandale Triangle via 
Middleway. Since this costly new road 
layout was adopted as a means of shaving 
mere seconds off bus journey times, 
there has been countless crashes. New 
signage seems to have made no 
difference whatsoever and it is only sheer 
luck that there have been no fatalities. 

Further afield, lanes on Victoria Bridge 
that now converge quickly as a result of 
new road markings to accommodate bus 
lanes now encourage drivers race each 
other to get in the single lane first whilst 
a similar set-up at the Mandale 
Road/Acklam Road roundabout poses 
similar problems. At times it looks like 

Wacky Races. Compounding this is a 
reluctance to recognise the danger of a 
rat run through the residential part of 
Acklam Road. It really does seem as 
though someone somewhere has lost the 
plot.

Are you someone with something to 
share? Do you have an old story or a 

photograph, perhaps a poem or 
comments on Thornaby that you would 

like to share with others in Thornaby 
Pride magazine?

If so, contact or write to Tina Mansell
at Thornaby Town Hall

01642 678652 or e-mail: 
townclerk@thornabytowncouncil.gov.uk.

Remember When? 

Will you share your memories
or experiences with others?
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Victory’s Children Exhibition

ou won't find Barnard Street now, it Ydisappeared under the A66 dual 
carriageway long ago. I was excited 
therefore when Norman Toulson gave me 
the VE Day party snap taken outside our 
house at number 11. 

Clifford Morrison who used to live at 17 
had gifted it to him at the Cricket Club. 

Ken his younger brother is at the front of 
the photograph on the left. 

Because I was born in Barnard Street 
nearly  ten years later in 1954 , I could 
only recognize my auntie Gladys and 
Uncle Ray  on the photograph  but I was 
intrigued. What had happened to all the 
others  captured on that overcast day in 
May 1945? And what was growing up in 
such a close knit working class community 
like?

Two years on and 30 hours of interviews 
have been filmed and hundreds of 
photographs gathered along the journey 
to find out. The generosity of residents 
like Dorothy and Norman Toulson who 
had built up a cherished  photo album of 
their time in the street meant I could 
illustrate the stories. Without people like 
them and Clifford we would have no 
history. 

Beryl Story remembered how it was 
before the National Health. “My brother 
Barry died in 1943. Blond curly hair, he 
was ill on the settee with meningitis. 
Doctor McKay was in the army, it was his 
wife who came. Yes he died.“ 

And when you learn that Barnard Street 
wasn't connected to the National Grid 
until 1954, you realize how bleak it must 
have been  after the war. Even though the 
UK was nearly bankrupt and there was 
rationing, residents were tough and 
human values more than made up for the 
lack of money everywhere. 

For a few, Blooms pawn shop was  a 
means to survive to pay day. Suits, 
watches and bedding could all be pledged, 
usually on Monday. “ Fellers suits lasted 
for ever because they were in the pawn 
until pay day“ Gladys Godwin told me. 

The  Welfare State and the emerging NHS  
brought optimism though and gradually 
living standards gradually improved 
through the 50s. Gladys remembers 
brother Ray Fulton buying a huge 
radiogram on credit with his first wages. 

By the mid 50s the cultural scene also 
grew livelier. Rock and Roll through a  
Wurlitzer Juke Box at Paleschi's Café was a  
local sensation. Albert Paleschi told me “It 
was happy times because the juke box 

was always playing. All the well known 
families were married out of the shop. 
They  used to have  a cup of tea or coffee 
or a cup of Bovril with a cracker and 
they'd listen to the Juke Box and start 
courting, and then Bob's your uncle. “

Gladys met Henry Godwin on leave from 
the RAF at Paleschi's and they  married in 
1957. “Rock and Roll” said Henry “was a 
revelation, a revolution in music, and we 
had money now we were cash rich.“

“There were more jobs than people” 
recalled  Ken Morrison of life in the early 
60s . Ken began at  Ashmores as a 
template maker and ended up building oil 
refineries with a Swiss company. “I've had 
a very interesting working life.“ 

Kathleen Alder agreed  “We could have 
any job we wanted, the jobs were 
available to us and we could hand our 
notice in one week, work a week's notice 
and start a new job a week after. The 
opportunities for young people were 
much greater.” 

Entertainer Ronald Scott is a good 
example of the adventurous spirit our 
group possessed, as Ron's sister Beryl 
remembered. “Dad sent him to Head 
Wrightson to start an apprenticeship as a 
fitter and turner. He lasted two weeks and  
said “I can't take this any more” and he 
went off to London“ Ronald was a 
talented song and dance man who 
travelled the world, he  even recreated a 
Thornaby pub in Bangkok called the “Yard 
of Ale“ where he performed for years.   

David Green ended up in Germany. He 
had been banned from the usual Head 
Wrightson apprenticeship by his father 
Denis after a life of dust in the moulding 
shop. “One of the Fashia's got me an 
apprenticeship at Urlay Nook and I 
started as an apprentice joiner.“ David 
then had skills he could take anywhere,  
even Iran and left for Germany in the 
1980s to get three times what he was 
earning back home. He never returned 
and is now retired to a village on the 
Dutch-German border. 

By the early 60s most of our families had 
been re-housed. Even though they could 
afford a semi, Eileen Henderson's mother 
had always wanted a council house.” 
“We've always got to remember where 
we came from” she recalls.

I also interviewed Eileen's sister Mary 
Hudson in her living room in Cheshire and 
she was amazed to think of the scale of 
the Barnard Street house. “My mam's 
house would have fitted in to this living 

room, which was ridiculous with seven 
kids.” Her parents were rewarded though, 
Hutton Close, like much of the council 
housing was a dream come true for the 
new residents.  

Barnard Street still has an emotional pull 
for it's people. 

“We still keep in touch” Beryl told me.  
“There is a tradition of nodding to people 
from the old end even if you only knew 
them by sight” said David. Perhaps 
Barnard Street was also a good training  
for life because most of our group 
prospered and found opportunities their 
parents could never have imagined 
during those bleak days of post war 
austerity. 

“Every picture tells a story “ goes the old 
saying. This tiny, crumpled snapshot 
which could so easily have ended up in 
the bin, has revealed hundreds. 

Thank you Clifford and Norman for 
making such a fascinating journey 
possible.

Victory’s Children Exhibition runs 
from the end of March for 4 months

Gladys and Henry Godwin 1957

David Green working in Iran 1978

by Derek Smith
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at Preston Hall Museum

The children as adults (clockwise from bottom left)

KEN MORRISON, RAY COSTELLO,

GLADYS GODWIN (nee FULTON),

BERYL STORY (nee Scott), EILEEN HENDERSON 

(nee Haycock), MARY HUDSON (nee Haycock), 

RAY FULTON, BILL (ALAN) CRONE,

DOROTHY TOULSON (nee Crone),

JACK HAYCOCK, RONALD SCOTT,

TONY PALESCHI, DAVID GREEN,

KATHLEEN ALDER (nee Haycock) 

Front right RITA WOOD (nee Wilson) 
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Useful Contacts

 Thornaby Police Station 

Millbank Lane, Thornaby-on-Tees, TS17 0AS 

Tel: 01642 302930 
Opening Times
Monday: 9am to 5pm
Tuesday: 12noon to 8pm
Wednesday: 12noon to 8pm
Thursday: 8am to 4pm
Friday: 9am to 5pm
Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed

  Woodbridge Practice
Thornaby Medical Centre, Trenchard Avenue,
Thornaby TS17 0EE

Tel: 01642 762636  Appointments 01642 760185

 Thornaby and Ingleby Barwick
 Medical Group
Health Centre, Trenchard Avenue,
Thornaby TS17 0BZ

Tel: 01642 762921

 South Thornaby Community Centre
Haviland Road, Thornaby TS17 9JG

Tel: 01642 358840

 Robert Atkinson Youth and
 Community Centre
Thorntree Road, Thornaby TS17 9DF

Tel: 01642 524589

 Thornaby Central Library
The Pavilion, Allensway, Town Centre, Thornaby TS17 9EN

Tel: 01642 528117

  Pavilion Shopping Centre
Tel: 01642 750090

  Activ 8 Health and Fitness
Tel: 01642 528581

  Tristar Homes
Tel: 0300 1111000

  Tees Valley Housing
Tel: 0800 0461600

     NHS Stop Smoking
Tel: 01642 383819 www.nth.nhs.uk/stopsmoking

At Your Service . . .

Thornaby Town Council 
Mrs T Mansell
Town Clerk
Thornaby Town Council 
Mandale Road
Thornaby TS17 6AW
Telephone: 01642 678652
Email: townclerk@thornabytowncouncil.gov.uk

Council members contact details  

Cllr Dave Kennington
19 Hurn Walk, Thornaby TS17 9EF

Cllr Glenn Eastick
48 Wensleydale Gardens, Thornaby TS17 9BP

 07739 593132glenneastick@tiscali.co.uk

Cllr Ian Dalgarno
59 Bader Avenue, Thornaby TS17 0EH

 01642 882985ian.dalgarno@stockton.gov.uk

Cllr Mick Moore
 07745 931745mick.moore@stockton.gov.uk

Cllr Mick Trainer
Please contact Thornaby Town Council

Cllr Pat Large
157 Redcar Road, Thornaby TS17 8LP

Cllr Zeb Khaliq
118 Acklam Road, Thornaby TS17 7JR 01642 641790

Cllr Steve Walmsley
94 Chadderton Drive, Thornaby TS17 9QB

 01642 881886stephen.walmsley@stockton.gov.uk

Cllr Sylvia Walmsley
94 Chadderton Drive, Thornaby TS17 9QB

 01642 602375sylvia.walmsley@stockton.gov.uk

Cllr Tina Large
7 Coral Grove, Mandale Park, Thornaby TS17 8GZ

 07771 896577Tina.large@stockton.gov.uk

Cllr Corinne Moore
corinnemoore@live.co.uk

Cllr Karina Maxwell
Please contact Thornaby Town Council

Cllr Sean Gowland
Please contact Thornaby Town Council
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Come and try our quality fish and chips at Thornaby’s
only fish shop to be awarded the prestigious Fish and Chip Quality

Award from the National Federation of Fish Friers

93 Lanehouse Road, Thornaby-on-Tees TS17 8AB

NEW OPENING TIMES
Monday - Saturday Lunch: 11.15 - 2.00
Monday - Friday Evening: 3.30 - 8.30

Saturday Tea: 4.00 - 7.30

Lanehouse
Road Chippy
Lanehouse

Road Chippy

01642 647007
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